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WWF and IKEA – A partnership for change
IKEA and WWF share common interests, particularly in seeing the 
considerate, efficient, long-term economically sound use of natural 
resources and ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 
is sustainable. 

The partnership, started in 2002, is founded on each partner’s 
unique competencies and we now run joint projects in 12 countries 
to promote sustainable use of resources within the forest and 
cotton markets.

The partnership also strives to inspire other companies and 
networks to address environmental challenges and create a better 
and more sustainable everyday life. By working together we 
accomplish more!
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Over 31 percent of the Earth’s land area 
is covered with forests. A full 90 percent 
of life on land lives in our forests. Forests 
maintain balance in the atmosphere, affect 
our climate, purify the air we breathe and 
are part of the water cycle. Roughly half 
the world’s virgin forests have disappeared 
and most of the loss has occurred over the 
past 50 years. Forests face many threats. 

They are cut down for firewood for heating, for more arable 
land or buildings. Forest companies are constantly in search 
of valuable timber. WWF and IKEA want to take leadership in 
defining pathways for the forest sector to contribute to a greener 
economy. They are also committed to promoting sustainable 
landscapes and responsible forest management to secure 
forest values for both present and future needs. By seeking 
innovative ways to improve standards and ways of working, the 
partnership develops tools and spreads knowledge to a variety of 
stakeholders through joint forest projects around the world. 

ovErvIEW – 
ThE World’s 

ForEsTs TodAy
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FORESTS BY NUMBERS

ABOUT 47% OF FORESTS ARE 
 , 9%  

11%  & 33% ARE 

DEFORESTATION
IS UNEVENLY SPREAD

Temperate forests  
in much of the northern 
hemisphere are expanding
Tropical forests and forests 
in some temperate regions of 

the southern hemisphere are 
shrinking 

OF TOTAL FOREST COVER  
IS PLANTED, YET THIS  

COULD PROVIDE AROUND  
TWO‑THIRDS OF GLOBAL 

INDUSTRIAL WOOD 
PRODUCTION7

FORESTS SUPPLY  

ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES: carbon 
sequestration; protection 
against floods, landslides, 
avalanches, ocean surges, and 
desertification; provision of 
clean water, medicines, 
crops, and fish; space 
for recreation and 
exercise; and 
places sacred to 
the world’s 
various 
faiths9

1.6 BILLION
PEOPLE

BY  FORESTS  
300 MILLION
PEOPLE LIVE  
IN FORESTS  
INCLUDING 60 MILLION  

10 MILLION WORK IN  
FOREST MANAGEMENT  
AND CONSERVATION

ARE SUPPORTED

*UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, THE INFORMATION ON 
THIS PAGE COMES FROM THE FAO6

THE VALUE OF  
WOOD REMOVED 
FROM FORESTS 
PER YEAR  
2003‑2007

$100 BILLION
(USD)

OF THE WORLD’S LAND SURFACE IS FOREST 31%

10TOP

THE TEN COUNTRIES WITH THE LARGEST 
ANNUAL NET LOSS OF FOREST AREA,  

2000–2010 ARE 1.BRAZIL  2.AUSTRALIA  
3.INDONESIA  4.NIGERIA  5.UNITED 

REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA  6.ZIMBABWE  
7.DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO  
8.MYANMAR  9.BOLIVIA 10.VENEZUELA

OVER HALF OF THE 
WORLDS FORESTS ARE IN 

5 COUNTRIES: CANADA, 
THE USA, BRAZIL, RUSSIA 

AND CHINA  

1.31 Billion hectares  
of forests (around one- 
third of the world’s forest  
cover) are classified as  

8

7%
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

intact forest landscapes

TROPICAL SUBTROPICAL,
TEMPERATE

NORTHERN BOREAL

From WWF Living Forest Report Chapter 1, “Forests for a Living Planet”  
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IKEA PEoPlE & PlAnET 
PosITIvE sTrATEgy 2020
IKEA wants to have a positive impact on people and the planet. Wood is one of 
IKEA’s most important materials and it’s used in many of IKEA products. For many 
years IKEA has worked with others to increase the supply of wood from responsibly 
managed forests and the company is one of the founding members of the Forest 
Stewardship Council® (FSC). In 2013 they had 21 foresters working to ensure that 
all wood is sourced in compliance with IKEA The top five countries from which IKEA 
sources wood are Poland, Germany, Russia, Sweden and China. 

Below are IKEA forestry goals in their People and Planet Strategy 2020:

• By17, 50% of IKEA wood will come from sustainable sources. Based on current 
projections, this will represent 10 million m3, more than quadrupling the 
volumes of wood coming from more sustainable sources* (based on a FY11 
baseline).

• By FY17, 100% of the wood IKEA source from priority areas** will come from 
more sustainable sources. 

• By FY20, IKEA will be contributing to the FSC certification of 15 million hectares 
of forest in priority areas. That is equivalent to more than double the total 
estimated area needed to supply IKEA (from a FY13 baseline). This is in addition 
to 35 million hectares of FSC forest already added through IKEA earlier support 
through WWF and IKEA partnership projects.

*These sources are currently defined as FSC certified or recycled wood. Once the 
2017 more sustainable sources goal has been met, IKEA will re-evaluate this 
criteria. 

** Countries where IKEA, along with partners, have identified there is a higher risk 
of sustainability challenges.

“Wood is a very important raw material for IKEA. We want 
wood from well-managed sources and we want to use our 
demand for wood to help drive improvements in forest 
management. Ultimately, we want to leave a positive footprint 
beyond the forest areas where we operate – we call this objective 
“Forest Positive”.

Working in partnership with WWF and others over the last 10 
years, we have helped certify around 35 million hectares of forest 
to FSC standards. We are determined to continue this work, and 
wish to see our partnerships contribute to at least an additional 
15 million hectares of FSC certification in the coming five years, 
bringing even more FSC wood on to the market. I think the 
opportunity is tremendously exciting. “
 

Steve Howard, Chief Sustainability Officer at IKEA.
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“IKEA serves as a good example of how a multinational company can 
use its size to influence the market and contribute to finding workable 
solutions to often very complex issues. The partnership rests on our 
mutual commitment to promoting responsible forest management to 
secure forest values for both present and future needs.” 

Håkan Wirtén, CEO at WWF in Sweden

WWF mIssIon
WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to 
build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:

- conserving the world’s biological diversity

- ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable 

- promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption

WWF over arching forest goals 2020
WWF is working towards zero net deforestation and zero net forest degradation. 
WWF advocates Zero Net Deforestation and Zero Net Forest Degradation by 2020 as 
a global target that reflects the scale and urgency with which threats to the world’s 
forests and climate need to be tackled. Failing to meet this target will mean huge and 
irreversible losses in biodiversity and ecosystem services, and less prospect of 
reducing GHG emissions quickly enough to keep global temperature rises below 2°C. 
WWF’s over-arching forests vision and goals for 2020 are as follows:

WWF Forests Vision  
A world enriched by resilient forest ecosystems - valued for their contribution to 
human welfare and sustaining life on earth. 

Biodiversity Goal   
The biodiversity and resilience of forest ecosystems is conserved and enhanced and 
forests provide ecosystem services critical to human welfare.

Footprint Goals 
The per-unit footprint of forest products is reduced and such products increasingly 
substitute for higher footprint alternatives.

The capacity of forests and plantations to produce useful biological materials (e.g. 
timber, biomass, wild-foods) and absorb atmospheric carbon is maintained and 
enhanced. WWF believes that working with the private sector is a key mechanism 
that contributes significantly to sustainable development. WWF works with 
companies to help them improve the way they do business and to influence the 
practices and policies of entire business sectors. WWF’s approach to working with 
business is constructive, challenging and results-oriented. 
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bACKground
Partnership forest programme - together we can make a difference
The world’s forests are vital for a living planet. That’s why we work together to 
promote responsible forest management, good governance, and transparency in 
trade. We want to make a contribution to ensure that forests are safeguarded for 
present and future needs.

The partnership started with five forest projects and seven countries in 2002. We 
now have eight joint projects in ten different countries and many tangible results to 
show for it. While many challenges remain, our projects have helped to improve 
forest management in Europe and Asia, and contributed to over 35 million hectares 
becoming certified as responsibly managed.

The forest partnership focuses on four key themes:

1. Improved forest governance (see page 8)

2. Responsible forest management (see page 9)

3. Responsible & transparent trade (see page 10)

4. Improved production efficiency (see page 11)

“Some people think that forest conservation and logging are 
always in opposition. WWF disagrees; often the best forest 
stewards are those with a commercial interest in keeping forests 
healthy.  IKEA’s forest positive strategy reflects this idea, and 
through our partnership, we can show what this means in 
practice.” 

Rod Taylor, Director, WWF Forests for Life Programme
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Partnership structure and set up
The partnership forest steering group has representatives from both WWF and IKEA 
and gives strategic guidance to the forest co-coordinators and the project reference 
groups. The steering group also reviews the progress of the projects. 

The forest coordinators are based at WWF Sweden and hold overall responsibility for 
the projects, and are in regular contact with IKEA, acting as the link between the 
reference groups and the steering group.

The reference groups are located in most project countries and have both WWF and 
IKEA representatives. Their purpose is to provide local oversight and guidance in 
order to secure agreed project outputs.

The field projects in the ten countries are part of WWF national offices activities. 

Improved
forest

governance

Responsible  
forest

management

Responsible
& 

transparent 
trade

Improved 
production
e	ciency

Policy work

Training
Awareness          
raising 

The world’s forests
 are protected and 
managed within 
the limits of a 
single planet to 
halt deforestation, 
while providing 
equitable economic
 and social benefits 
to the people and 
business that 
depend on them.

WWF

forest co-ordinators

Projects in 10 countries
 run by WWF and coordinated with IKEA activities

Forest steering group 

Reference group in each project with members from 
WWF and IKEA

IKEA
People
Planet 

Strategy
2020

WWF
Forest
Goals
2020Innovations

P
R
O
A
C
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Y

Technical
 support

Land use 
planning
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project countries and non-specific country actiVities phase i-iV, 2002-2014

phase V 2014-2017: 
•	 Forest	Postive;	global	
•	 Bosnia	Herzegovina
•	 Bulgaria
•	 Cambodia
•	 China
•	 Indonesia
•	 Laos
•	 Romania
•	 Russia
•	 Ukraine
•	 Vietnam

phase i 2002-2005: 
•	 Global	Toolkits:	HCFV,	PathFinder,		
Producer	Group	

•	 Bulgaria
•	 China
•	 Estonia
•	 Latvia	
•	 Lithuania
•	 Romania
•	 Russia

phase iii 2008-2011: 
•	 HCVF	Resource	Network
•	 Bulgaria
•	 Cambodia	
•	 Laos
•	 Lithuania
•	 Romania
•	 Russia
•	 Ukraine
•	 Vietnam

phase ii 2005-2008: 
•	 HCVF	Resource	Network
•	 Bulgaria
•	 Cambodia
•	 China
•	 Laos
•	 Latvia
•	 Lithuania
•	 Romania
•	 Russia
•	 Ukraine

phase iV 2011-2014: 
•	WWF	Capacity	building	to	achieve	Zero	Net	
Deforestation	&	Forest	Degradation

•	WWF	Living	Forest	Campaign
•	 GFTN	Support	Unit
•	 Bosnia	Herzegovina
•	 Bulgaria
•	 Cambodia
•	 China
•	 Indonesia
•	 Laos
•	 Lithuania
•	 Romania
•	 Russia
•	 Ukraine
•	 Vietnam

1. Improved forest governance
Forest governance is about the rules, processes, instruments, people, and 
organisations that regulate how we interact with our forests. The delivery of 
responsible forest management relies heavily on robust governance but often 
insufficient or contradictory legal frameworks, corruption and weak law enforcement 
pose severe and complex challenges to effective forest governance in many countries. 

Improving forest governance ultimately leads to better compliance with forest laws 
and regulations, entailing a fairer and more effective management of the natural, 
human and financial resources found in the forest. But in many countries, improved 
and more consistent  forest policies and legislation are needed to make sure that land  
use  decisions and forest management  consistently safeguard the ecological, social 
and economic values of the forest.

The partnership aims to contribute to improved forest governance by engaging with 
policy and decision-makers, while also supporting increased business participation 
in this process. Additionally, by monitoring and mapping priority conservation areas 
and non-intervention areas, WWF and IKEA intends to bring about improved land 
use planning practices, both in the public and private sector.
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2. responsible forest management 
Responsible forest management can help adress some of the most severe problems 
affecting forests, such as deforestation. Responsible forest management is about 
much more than just which trees to cut – along with many environmental 
requirements, a forest is only responsibly managed if it also takes the social and 
economic well-being of workers and local communities into account. Credible 
certification has an important role to play in avoiding destructive practices and helps 
protect the many different values found in the forests from being squandered or 
gradually depleted. IKEA and WWF believe that the Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) system is the only credible certification system available today. 

WWF and IKEA want to strengthen responsible forest management in the 
partnership’s priority places, and increase the area of credibly certified and well-
managed forest. One way to enable this is to increase awareness and develop capacity 
for proper implementation of FSC working procedures. The partnership also works to 
facilitate stakeholders’ participation in FSC consultations, and to improve the quality 
of forest certification systems. This is for example done by developing national 
standards for FSC certification and by developing and improving High Conservation 
Value Forest (HCVF) tools.

As part of the FSC certification process, forest managers must identify and manage 
High Conservation Values that need to be maintained or increased in the forest. By 
knowing where these HCVFs are, activities that contribute to destruction and 
degradation of particularly valuable forests can be avoided. 

THE	FOREST	STEWARDSHIP	COUNCIL	(FSC)	
The	Forest	Stewardship	Council	(FSC)	an	independent,	non-governmental	and	non-profit	
organisation	was	founded	in	the	early	1990s	by	forest	owners,	timber	industries,	social	groups	
and	environmental	organisations.	The	FSC	objective	is	to	promote	environmentally	responsible,	
socially	beneficial	and	economically	viable	forest	management	worldwide.	The	FSC	standard	is	a	
set	of	ten	common	principles	and	criteria	(see	appendix	C	on	page	44).	Some	countries	have	
developed	a	national	FSC	standard	adapted	to	the	type	of	forest	and	local	conditions.
As	of	October	2014,	over	184	million	hectares	of	forest	land	are	FSC-certified	worldwide.	The	
certified	area	is	spread	over	79	countries.	Over	80%	of	the	certified	area	is	located	in	North	
America	and	Europe,	only	5%	can	be	found	in	Asia.	The	number	of	Chain	of	Custody	certificates	
reached	28,303	in	112	countries.
Read	more	at	https://ic.fsc.org/

“WWF considers the FSC-standard as the only credible forest 
certification scheme available today. IKEA is instrumental in 
helping us increase the FSC-certified forest areas around the 
world, particularly in Russia, and together we do a lot to prevent 
illegal logging and illegal trade.”

Marcus Albers, Manager Corporate Partnerships WWF Sweden.

IKEA is one  
of the founding 
members of FsC
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THE	HIGH	CONSERVATION	VALUE	(HCV)	APPROACH	
The	HCV	approach	was	initially	developed	by	the	Forest	Stewardship	Council	(FSC)	in	the	
context	of	responsible	forest	management,	but	is	now	widely	used	to	define	the	highest	level		
of	safeguards	needed	across	a	huge	range	of	land	uses.	There	are	six	main	types	of	HCV’s,	
each	requiring	critical	areas	in	a	landscape	to	be	identified	and	appropriately	managed		
(See	Appendix	D:	The	six	types	of	High	Conservation	Value	Forests,	page	41):

•	 Concentration	of	biodiversity
•	 Large,	landscape	level	ecosystems	
•	 Threatened	ecosystems	and	habitats	
•	 Critical	ecosystem	services	
•	 Basic	needs	of	local	communities	
•	 Traditional	cultural	identity

Read	more	at	http://www.hcvnetwork.org/	

3. responsible & transparent trade
Improved enforcement of forest laws and increased regulation of trade in wood 
products will make responsible, transparent forest trade a mainstream practice that 
helps protect the environment and significantly reduces the incentive for illegal 
logging.

Illegal logging and timber trade is the harvesting, transporting, processing, buying 
or selling of timber in violation of national laws, and can involve local communities, 
governments, companies as well as consumers. It may also include less obvious acts 
such as breaking license agreements, tax evasion and corrupting government 
officials. Driven by the world’s appetite for cheap timber and paper products, illegal 
logging is a global challenge. The associated trade is a multi-billion dollar business 
with far-reaching consequences for responsible producers and retailers trying to do 
the right thing. 

WWF and IKEA want to transform the global marketplace, and increase the 
proportion of responsible and transparently traded forest products. The partnership 
works to strengthen national legislation and guidelines to ensure adequate 
implementation of the EU Timber Regulation (EUTR). In addition, developing 
national wood risk assessments (according to the new FSC Controlled Wood 
standard), can help more businesses ensure that their forest products originate from 
acceptable sources, providing a stronger market chain for certified and controlled 
forest products. Finally, increased awareness of responsible forest practices and the 
consequences of trade and consumption of  forest products produced in an 
irresponsible way can help consumers make better choices.

The partnership promotes responsible timber trade through WWF’s Global Forest & 
Trade Network (GFTN). GFTN tries to create market conditions that support 
conservation of forests while providing economic and social benefits for businesses 
and the people that depend on them.

“If you really want 
conservation to work, 

you need to recognise that 
businesses have a huge 

impact and are key to 
influencing change in the 
market. We need to work 

with them to change their 
practices and this is a very 

successful way to protect 
conservation values. It’s 
a pragmatic solution to 

finding ways to work 
responsibly with forests 

that we both care about.“ 

Hisayo Fujikawa Harlan, 
Head, Operations 

and Communications, 
WWF Forests for Life 

Programme
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GLOBAL	FOREST	&	TRADE	NETWORK	(GFTN)	
GFTN	is	a	WWF-led	network	established	in	1991	that	links	hundreds	of	companies,	communities,	
NGOs,	and	entrepreneurs	in	more	than	30	countries	around	the	world.	The	goal	is	to	create	a	
new	market	for	forest	products	from	environmentally	and	responsibly	managed	sources.	GFTN	
exists	to	support	and	facilitate	greater	coordination	of	national	and	regional	efforts	to	expand	
responsible	and	credibly	certified	forest	management.	Using	a	stepwise	approach,	GFTN	
participants	are	committed	to	increasing	the	availability	of	forest	products	from	well	managed	
forests,	helping	each	other	benefit	and	profit	from	sustainable	forest	management,	and	ending	
the	purchase	of	forest	products	from	illegal	and	controversial	sources.	

Read	more	at	http://panda.org/gftn

4. Improved production efficiency
Trade and economic growth over the past decades have improved the quality of life 
for millions of people around the world, but this progress has come at a high cost to 
the environment. Today, we use the natural resources of 1.5 planets and our demands 
for raw materials such as wood are increasing, with serious long-term consequences 
for biodiversity and the ecosystems that we all depend on. Reversing this trend is 
essential if we are to sustain a healthy planet for future generations. To this end 
improved production efficiency would mean a smaller footprint on our natural 
resources and thus contribute to conservation of important ecosystems.

Addressing production efficiency and avoiding waste is a key part of the IKEA’s 
sustainability strategy for 2020 (People and Planet Positive). The partnership 
cooperates to decrease the IKEA supply by striving to make more from less and using 
more renewable and recycled materials. One way of learning more about how to 
achieve this is to conduct case studies on the efficiency of production and product 
design, lengths of use as well as the potential for recycling, repair and re-use. 

“The quality of what we are achieving in the partnership in terms of 
protecting the forest and increasing share of FSC is very high and we 
are not always recognized for it. Awareness around our projects is low.” 
 
Simon Henzell Thomas, IKEA Sustainability Policy & Partnerships 
Manager.
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PartnershiP Projects

Species IKEA source from Russia

species % latin naMe
Beech 0,2 F.	silvatica
Birch 19,3 B	pendula,	pubescens
Lime/Linden 0,1 T.	cordata
Pine 77,8 P.	silvestris
Spruce	(Fir) 2,6 P.	abies,	obovata

Background

Russia stretches across Northern Europe and Asia, and is home to one-fifth of the 
world’s forests. It is a major supplier of timber products to Europe and China, and 
around 8% of the wood used in the IKEA range is sourced here.

Pressure on Russia’s forests is increasing, according to WWF’s estimations 10-30 per 
cent of all timber harvested in the country is illegal and conservation efforts are 
often undermined by high levels of corruption.

The Russian Far East is a critical area as it contains the last remaining mixed Korean 
pine-broadleaved forests and could offer hope for the survival of the critically 
endangered Amur tiger. However, the region also suffers from illegal timber trade 
with China, and has seen large-scale degradation of its valuable forest resources.

Since 2002, the partnership has taken gradual steps toward increased sustainability 
of forest management in Russia by promoting better legislation, policy dialogue, FSC 
certification of forests and by raising awareness in the forest sector and universities. 
The number of FSC-certified companies has increased significantly and the 
partnership is now gaining momentum for further FSC certification on the ground.

In this process, efforts are focused on harmonizing the Russian forest legislation 
with FSC requirements. Clear guidelines for the mapping and management of HCVF 
will be developed, linked to the implementation of existing legislation for 
biodiversity conservation in Russia. The partnership will develop chain of custody 
guidelines to enable control of the legal origin of timber. One example of this is to 
make the official documentation of wood flows between Russia and China more 
comparable.

Working together in Russia, WWF and IKEA are  helping to strengthen 
the sustainability of the forest sector by driving forward responsible 
forest management and improved forest policy. Together, WWF and 
IKEA are making a significant contribution to the transformation of the 
global timber market.

russIA
ProjECT PErIod  
2002 – 2017
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PartnershiP Projects

Current goals

Improved forest governance:

• Harmonizing Russian forest legislation with FSC requirements. 

• Support on the ground implementation of existing legal mechanisms for key 
habitat conservation.

Responsible forest management:

• Improve the quality of the new FSC national standard and other FSC guidelines, 
develop HCVF management practice and have it approved on national level.

• More FSC-certified raw materials and products available on the market by 
increasing the number of FSC-certified companies and the area of FSC-certified 
forests. 

Responsible and transparent trade:

• Increasing domestic market demand for credibly certified forest products.

• Developing guidelines for western importers, Russian government and industry 
on conducting rigorous due diligence.

• Harmonizing the documentation of the wood flow between Russia and China.

Examples of achievements

• During 2011 – 2013 WWF provided consolidated participation of NGOs and 
responsible businesses around the new Russian Federation Forest Policy. This 
was finally approved September 23, 2013. 

• WWF’s work on scoring of forest management quality in regions of Russia helped 
on a political level to improve the quality and availability of information on 
forests.

• In 2002, only about 300,000 hectares of forest were FSC-certified in Russia. 
Today, more than 38 million (October 2014) hectares have been certified. The 
partnership has made major contributions to this development.

• Domestic FSC campaigns helped increase consumer awareness and demand for 
FSC-certified products. This contributes to the ultimate goal of WWF – to 
transform the global market into a force for saving the world’s forests.

• About 1 million ha of HCVF was saved through voluntary agreements.

• GFTN Russia supports forest companies wishing to get FSC certification, and has 
played a key role in developing responsible forest management in the country. 

• The manuals “Customs control and classification of wood-based items” and “Keep 
it Legal Country Guide for Russia” have become important and widely used tools.

• A university text book on sustainable forest management has been developed and 
introduced along with a training course in 40 Russian universities. 

• The “Sustainable Forestry” magazine has been published for over 10 years and 
has become a unique and respected source of knowledge for policymakers and 
forest managers.
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PartnershiP Projects

• The partnership facilitates conservation efforts in the Amur Eco region by 
providing support to professional and credible FSC certification. WWF experts 
have taken a leading role in the Commission for certification issues in the Far 
East, established by FSC to help find solutions to the most contentious issues 
between certified companies and stakeholders, including the management and 
conservation of intact forest landscapes.

• The project is conducting case studies on the environmental footprint of foreign 
investments and is elaborating a manual on responsible investments. The project 
also supports responsible buyers and their suppliers to validate legality and 
origin of timber by recording illegal timber from the region to environmentally 
sensitive markets in EU, US and Japan.

• The project also produces expert recommendations to government agencies  
on developing an effective chain of custody system within Russia, and efective 
regulation of the export of high-risk hardwood species such as Mongolian oak 
and Manchurian ash.

• Over 38 million hectares of forest in Russia is FSC-certified, i.e. 21% of all forests 
in Russia leased for logging or around 20% of the world’s FSC-certified forests 
(October 2014).

• 68% of pulp and paper, 35% of fibreboard, 13% of sawn wood in Russia  
is produced by GFTN-Russia participants

• 40% of the office paper produced in Russia is FSC-certified

• Practically all market pulp in Russia is produced at FSC-certified mills

• 98% of newsprint in Russia is produced at FSC-certified mills

“If our total wood consumption lands at 15,5 million cubic 
metres round wood equivalent (RWE) we should have sourced 
more than six million cubic metres of RWE FSC-certified wood 
and 0,4 million cubic metres of RWE recycled. It’s safe to say 
that IKEA now is one of the retailers with the largest FSC 
volume in the world. IKEA uses almost 1% of all wood
harvested comercially  around the world” 
 
Anders Hildeman, Forestry manager, IKEA Group  
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The WWF and IKEA partnership forest steering group on a field trip in Khabarovsk 
area, Russia Far East, in June 2013.

©
	V
ä
R
LD

S
N
AT

U
R
FO

N
D
E
N
	W

W
F	
S
W
E
D
E
N



16 WWF and IKEA – A partnership for change – Responsible forest management

PartnershiP Projects

Species IKEA source from China

species % latin naMe  
Acacia 0,1 A.confusa 	
Ash 0,0 spp 	
Bamboo 0,1 Pseudosasa	amabilis Phyllostachys	pubescens
Birch 43,2 B.	pendula,	bubescens,	costata,	platyhylla 	
Eucalyptus 35,2 E.	grandis,	urophylla,	robusta,	globulus,	deglupta,	hybrids 	
Lime/Linden 0,0 T.	amurensis 	
Oak 5,7 Q.	mongolica 	
Paulownia 0,4 Paulownia	fortunei 	
Pine 0,1 spp 	
Poplar 14,8 P.	alba,	davidiana,	nigra,	euramericana,	deltoides,	hybrids 	
Rubberwood 0,0 H.	brasilensis 	
Shima 2,0 Schima	wallichii/superba 	
Spruce	(Fir) 0,0 P.glauca 	

Background

China is a major player in the global forest arena, both as a consumer and supplier of 
forest products. Chinese forests – not least its temperate and subtropical forests that 
are among the most biologically diverse in the world – have suffered from decades of 
over-exploitation. The country now relies on huge timber imports from other 
countries to satisfy its domestic market and international export industry.

More than one fifth of IKEA’s total product purchases, including wood products, are 
made here, and 6% of the wood used in the range originated from China.  To date, the 
key focus of the partnership has been to introduce the concept of credible forest 
certification in China, along with capacity development on responsible forestry in 
forest enterprises, academia and governmental agencies. While the partnership has 
made great progress since the start here in 2002, most Chinese forests are still in 
dire need of improved forest conservation and responsible management. Illegal 
timber trade remains a challenge and public awareness of responsible consumption 
is quite low.

Moving forward, the partnership will continue promoting the development of FSC 
through demonstration and adaptation of the FSC system in China. Efforts will be 
focused on forestry policies, especially those relevant to HCVF identification and 
protection, as well as the public procurement policy. Another priority will be to 
engage China’s key industries, i.e. real estate, and the pulp and paper sector, in 
sustainable sourcing. 

By working together in China, WWF and IKEA play an important role 
in protecting vital forest values and and building capacity for 
responsible forest management and timber trade.

ChInA
ProjECT PErIod  
2002 – 2017
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Current goals

Improved forest governance:

• Promoting HCVF identification and protection, and scaling up its influence on the 
forestry policy in China.

Responsible forest management:

• Promoting FSC certification of 0,5 million hectares of forest.

Responsible and transparent trade:

• Raising public awareness on sustainable forest product consumption.

• Improving paper sourcing and consumption of key companies, government 
agencies and the public.

Examples of achievements 

• The project introduced forest certification here in 2002. Twelve years later, the 
FSC-certified forest area was 3,2 million hectares (October 2014), of which WWF 
China has supported around 2.0 million hectares. Nine forest management 
enterprises in the Amur tiger habitat region have achieved FSC certification.

• The project introduced the High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) concept to 
China in 2002, and was incorporated into the National Forest Management Plan. 
Four of the six HCFV values have been mapped out nationally, and the Shaanxi 
province – home of the giant panda – has set up local HCVs interpretation 
standards to the panda habitat conservation.

• The partnership has raised public awareness about FSC. One of the first FSC-
certified publications in China, “Forests and I”, an album of children’s drawings, 
was published with project support, and about 300,000 people visited the WWF 
pavilion at the Shanghai Expo 2010 to see the exhibition of FSC certification and 
responsible consumption.

• Ten Chinese companies operating in the forestry sector overseas have formally 
committed to comply with the voluntary guidelines in the national “Guide on 
Overseas Sustainable Forest Management and Utilization by Chinese 
Enterprises” which was developed with partnership support.

• The partnership has also made big efforts to enhance the China-Russia customs 
cooperation to curb illegal timber trade and improve timber legality compliance.

• The partnership supported an FSC group certification in the city of Linyi. This 
demonstration contributed greatly to the income growth of over 4,000 
households, and to responsible forest management.

• A green government procurement report was completed together with China 
Timber and Wood Products Distribution Association (CTWPDA). It mapped out 
the key governmental players, and provided recommendations on how to 
influence policymakers on responsible consumption of timber products.

• New Generation Plantations 2013 Summit was held in Beijing. It shared success 
of WWF NGP concept and practices worldwide on biodiversity conservation, 
multi-stakeholder engagement, community development, and employment 
increment.

• The partnership facilitated a meeting between an FSC top leader in Bonn and the 
State Forestry Administration (SFA) in Beijing. 
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• With support of the partnership, SFA started to develop the timber trade 
guideline to regulate timber products trade in China. So far, the standards went 
through two external stakeholder consultations with participation of NGOs, 
enterprises, governmental agencies and academics.

• With the support of the partnership, the 2nd World Congress of Timber and 
Wood Products Trade was organized in 2013. The conference attracted 400 
attendees and spread knowledge of sustainable forest management and timber 
products trade.

IllEgAl TrAdE ACross ThE ChInA-russIA bordEr
Legislation in the form of the US Lacey Act, the EU Timber Regulation 
(EUTR) and the Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition Bill represent major 
milestones in recent years’ international efforts to curb illegal logging and 
trade. Yet, the global trade in illegally extracted timber is still a multi-
million dollar industry in some parts of the world where traders and wood 
product manufacturers strive to source the cheapest possible raw material, 
irrespective of its origin.

Russia is the largest supplier of forest products to China, amounting to 20% 
of all imports. This Russian-Chinese wood trade is characterised by poor 
transparency, and is often based on illegally harvested wood – the 
Environmental Investigation Agency estimates that up to 80% of the 
hardwood harvested in the Russian Far East is logged illegally.

The partnership has worked since 2002 to curb illegal trade, improve 
transparency and control mechanisms, and create responsible market links 
between Chinese and Russian companies in order to set positive examples 
for Chinese manufacturers. 
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The partnership is promoting responsible forest management in China and has supported FSC certification 
of bambu plantations. The picture shows a managed bamboo forest, in Yong’an, South East China.
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Species IKEA source in Romania

species % latin naMe

Ash 0,4 F.	excelsior

Beech 76,8 F.	sylvatica

Birch 0,9 B.	pendula

Lime/Linden 2,1 T.	spp

Oak 14,1 Q.	robur,	spp

Pine 0,0 P.	sylvestris

Spruce	(Fir) 5,7 P.	abies

Walnut 0,0 J.	nigra

Species IKEA source in Bulgaria

species % latin naMe
Beech 56,0 F.	sylvatica
Oak 0,5 Q.	spp
Pine 43,4 P.	sylvestris
Walnut 0,1 J.	regia

Species IKEA source in Ukraine

species % latin naMe
Alder 5,1 A.	glutinosa
Ash 2,0 F.	excelsior
Beech 72,5 F.	sylvatica
Birch 13,8 B.	pendula,	pubescens
Oak 1,7 Q.	robur
Pine 4,1 P.	sylvestris
Spruce	(Fir) 1,0 P.	abies

Background

The partnership started working together in Romania already in 2002, and has since 
expanded its work in the region to also include Bulgaria and Ukraine in order to 
contribute to responsible forest management in a key part of the prioritised Danube-
Carpathian eco-region. Here, natural and close-to-natural forest make up the 
majority of forests, contributing significantly to Europe’s biodiversity as well as the 
wood industry. Romania, for example, is one of the most important sources of beech 
wood for IKEA.

However, changes in land ownership and the development of market economies 
threaten to significantly reduce forest areas and forest quality – only a small part of 
forests are responsibly managed and illegal logging is an issue. Since 2002, the 
partnership has matured into a strong promoter of responsible forest management in 
the region. Building on past achievements, three main areas of intervention are now 
in focus. First, catalysing the improvement of the legal framework and voluntary 
driven mechanisms such as the development of national FSC standards. Second, 

dAnubE-CArPAThIAn ECo-rEgIon: 
romAnIA, bulgArIA, uKrAInE
ProjECT PErIod  
2002 – 2017
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developing the capacity of forest managers, decision makers and key stakeholders to 
play their role in the implementation of responsible forest management. And last, 
encouraging appropriate purchasing policies for sustainable development in the 
Danube-Carpathian eco-region.

By working together in the Danube-Carpathian eco-region, WWF and 
IKEA contribute to preserving healthy ecosystems by increasing forest 
areas managed with responsible forest management practices, 
capacity building and supporting activities to prevent and reduce 
illegal logging.

Current goals

Improved forest governance:

• Contributing to the improvement of the legal framework ensuring that it is in line 
with the FSC standard requirements and EU legal provisions.

• Non-intervention and HCV areas are identified and procedures to preserve and 
manage them sustainably are in place.

Responsible forest management:

• National standards for FSC are developed and approved and capacity developed 
for their implementation.

Examples of achievements

• InIn Romania, joint efforts have contributed to 2.7 million hectares becoming 
FSC-certified and in Bulgaria 630.000 hecatares (October 2014).

• A campaign in Romania in 2011 to protect large virgin forests generated around 
2,000 newspaper articles and more than 100,000 people signed a petition to the 
Ministry of Environment. A ministerial order was gazetted that will enable the 
protection of the virgin forests in Romania.

• Policy work in Bulgaria has blocked proposed legislative amendments that would 
have opened up for clear-cutting in the riparian forest areas along the Danube 
river, and 4,500 hectares of forest are now safe and will not be felled.

• Forest Certification Information Centres offer information and technical support 
for FSC certification to state and private foresters, wood processing companies 
and to the general public in Romania and Bulgaria.

• The HCV-concept has become well-known in all three countries. Maps have been 
developed and more than 100,000 hectares are already identified – an important 
step towards preserving vulnerable forest areas here.

• Controlled Wood National Risk Assessment documents have been developed with 
the support and coordination of WWF DCP in Romania and Bulgaria. In addition 
to the partnership’s support, Controlled Wood Risk Assessment in Ukraine was 
supported with co-funding by FSC International. Today Bulgaria, Romania and 
Ukraine have all approved Controlled Wood Risk Assessments on a national level. 
The risk assessment is binding for all companies sourcing Controlled Wood from 
the country/region. 

“The work we do with 
WWF to increase the 

availability of FSC-certified 
wood is important, and

we are seeing some good 
results. Many of the 

countries we source from 
cannot supply sufficient 

volumes of certified wood. 
One must remember that 

forest certification is a 
lengthy process – it takes 

years to achieve, especially 
when forest management 

starts from a low level.”

Anders Hildeman, Forestry 
Manager, IKEA Group.
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“The work we do with WWF to increase the availability of FSC-certified wood is 
important, and we are seeing some good results. Many of the countries we source 
from cannot supply sufficient volumes of certified wood. One must remember that 
forest certification is a lengthy process – it takes years to achieve, especially when 
forest management starts from a low level.”  

Anders Hildeman, IKEA Global Forestry Manager.

Big areas of virgin forests in Romania will be protected thanks to a campaign supported by the 
partnership. 
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The HCV-concept has become well-known across Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine thanks to 
partnership efforts. 
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“The WWF and IKEA 
partnership has 

strengthened the capacity 
of civil society in the region 

to respond to forestry 
challenges, becoming at the 

same time a stakeholder
capable of influencing 

the national legislative 
framework for promoting 

Responsible Forest 
Management Principles”

Costel Bucur, 
Head of Forest and 

Protected Areas
WWF Danube Carpathian 

Programme
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Species IKEA source from Bosnia and Herzegovina

species % latin naMe

Beech 98,7 F.	sylvatica

Oak 0,9 Q.	robur

Spruce	(Fir) 0,4 P.	abies

Background

More than half of Bosnia and Herzegovina is covered by forest and forest lands, and 
the country hosts more than 250 native forest species. Many of them are endemic 
and important for European biodiversity.

The wood processing industry is one of the most important export industries in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, a republic with three ethnic groups faced with economic 
stagnation due to complex administration. Bosnia and Herzegovina has also 
developed a reputation for rampant illegal logging since the war in the 1990s, and the 
forests landscapes are in dire need of conservation efforts.

The partnership is supporting the implementation of the EU Timber Regulation in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina by encouraging better alignment with international forestry 
standards (e.g., adoption of a National FSC Standard, improvement of HCVF tools), 
and by facilitating adoption of new forestry law through stakeholder engagement.

By working together in Bosnia and Herzegovina, WWF and IKEA 
support responsible forest management and help increase the country’s 
FSC-certified areas while decreasing illegal logging.

Current goals

Responsible forest management:

• Improving and applying the HCVF national tool.

• Submit the draft FSC national standard for adoption to FSC central body.

Responsible and transparent trade:

• Adoption by Bosnia and  Herzegovina institutions of a mutually accepted version 
of the forest law.

bosnIA And hErzEgovInA
ProjECT PErIod  
2011 – 2017
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Examples of achievements 

• Forests owned by the public enterprise Forests of Tuzla Canton have received a 
positive assessment by an international certification company and more than 
56,000 hectares in the Tuzla Canton in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) are 
FSC-certified with support from the partnership.

• Workshops have explained and promoted forest certification among NGOs and 
public administration to explore the implications of the new EU Timber 
Regulation (EUTR) to wood processing companies, looking at activities and 
strategies to ensure legality in the wood supply chain.

The partnership supports responsible forest management, HCVF mapping and FSC 
certification which aims to contribute to biodiversity and landscape protection.
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“All cantonal forests in 
Tuzla Canton are certified. 

A dialogue between a forest 
management enterprise 
and a wood processing 

company in Tuzla Canton 
is established. The dialogue 

revealed the weaknesses 
of the current legal and 

institutional frameworks 
and outlined some future 

lines of work on improvement 
of forestry legislation and 

institutional set up.”

Professor Mersudin 
Avdibegovic, National 

Partnership Project 
Coordinator.
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Species IKEA source from Lithuania

species % latin naMe

Ash 0,3 F.	excelsior

Birch 79,8 B.	pendula,	pubescens

Oak 0,1 Q.	robur

Pine 18,4 P.	sylvestris

Spruce	(Fir) 1,4 P.	abies

Background

Forests in the Baltics – Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania – are important for both their 
biodiversity value and their contribution to national economies. The region is also a 
significant source of pine and birch for IKEA suppliers. Around 7% of the wood used 
in the IKEA range is sourced in Lithuania alone.

But Baltic forests have suffered from political and economic upheavals in the wake of 
Soviet rule, and land restitution processes have put large forest areas in private 
small-holders’ hands. Many new owners have little knowledge of forest management 
and limited means and incentives to invest in their forests. At the same time, forest 
certification is more developed in the Baltics than in other parts of Eastern Europe, 
and all state forests are FSC-certified.

WWF and IKEA started working on promoting responsible forest management in all 
three Baltic countries in 2002. Activities focused on spreading know-how about 
responsible forest management to more than 236,000 Lithuanian forest owners and 
other stakeholders, and raising awareness about the importance of healthy forest 
ecosystems with the public.

By working together in Lithuania, WWF and IKEA contributed to 
lasting improvements to responsible forest management among the 
many private forest owners by spreading know-how, setting good 
examples and encouraging FSC certification.

Goals during 2011-2014 - project closed

• Ensuring maintenance and use of two demonstration forests for education and 
demonstration of responsible small scale forest management in Lithuania.

• Improving knowledge of forests and responsible forest management among forest 
owners, foresters and other forest related stakeholders as well as teachers, 
ecology/forestry students and schoolchildren.

ThE bAlTICs:  
lIThuAnIA, EsTonIA, lATvIA
ProjECT PErIod  
2002 – 2014
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Examples of achievements 

• Two Lithuanian demonstration forests are used for numerous educational 
activities and show practical solutions for how private forests owners can be 
helped to implement responsible forest management practices.

• More than 670,000 forest stakeholders and other’s in Lithuania have been 
reached with publications, trainings and seminars that help raise awareness of 
responsible forest management.

• Around 3,000 people have been visiting the Demo Forests in Lithania to get a 
guided tour.

• The number of FSC Chain of Custody certified companies in Lithuania has grown 
to over 150 and is continuously growing.

• The partnership has set up five demonstration forests in Latvia and has also 
produced a group certification toolkit for Estonia. Forest owners and producers 
were provided with training and technical support on responsible forest 
management.

• The Latvian demonstration forests are still being used (project closed 2008) for 
educational and experience exchange events for forest owners and forest sector 
professionals, and have provided insights used to improve national legislation 
and the Latvian FSC Standard.

The partnership has set up five demonstration forests in Latvia and two in Lithuania.
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The demonstration territories established in Latvia within the 
parameters of the WWF and IKEA project have become a platform 
for debate among forest owners, forest and environmental 
specialists and students from Latvia and other countries about the 
theoretical and practical aspects of responsible small- scale forest 
management, as well as non-clear cutting forest management.

Janis Rozitis, forest expert and director for Latvian Fund for Nature
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Species IKEA source from Vietnam (No sourcing from Laos or Cambodia)

species % latin naMe   

Acacia 98,0 A.	mangium,	auriculiformis,	
hybrid,	spp 	 	

Bamboo 2,0 Bambusa	bambos Bambusa	Tuldoides Thyrsostachys	siamensis

Rattan	

Background

The Mekong region covers most of mainland Southeast Asia, including Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. It is one of WWF’s priority areas as the forests here contain 
tremendous biodiversity, with many species that cannot be found anywhere else on 
the planet.

Rattan, acacia and bamboo are three key forest products that IKEA sources from the 
region. Every year, IKEA sources around 100,000 cubic metres of forest products 
from suppliers in Vietnam alone. Rattan is a palm relying on other vegetation to 
grow in the forest. Overharvesting as well as land conversion is causing a rapid 
decline of natural rattan, and illegal harvesting and trade is not uncommon. The 
forests suffer from poor management, which in turn is threatening wildlife as well as 
the livelihoods of local communities, who often rely on rattan sales for cash income.

To date, the partnership has been successful in promoting responsible forest 
management and trade of rattan and acacia, while restoring and conserving natural 
forests and alleviating poverty. It is unique in that it has put in place the first ever 
FSC certification system for rattan. 

But there is still more to be done. IKEA suppliers need increased access to preferred 
sources of raw material, and there is significant potential to scale up management 
models and secure greater buy-in from government development programs. To 
support this, the three different forest commodities - timber (acacia), rattan and 
bamboo - will be brought into an integrated approach to improve coordination, 
efficiency and learning, bringing wider benefits to communities and the environment 
along the entire value chain. The partnership will take responsible models of forest 
management to scale by addressing barriers to resource use planning, enterprise 
financing and development, as well as linking small-scale producers to IKEA supply 
chains by improving market coordination.

By working together in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, WWF and IKEA 
supports responsible forest management and legality in supply chains, 
while protecting forest biodiversity and providing sustainable 
livelihoods for local communities.

ThE grEATEr mEKong:  
lAos, CAmbodIA, vIETnAm
ProjECT PErIod  
2006 – 2017
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Current goals

Improved forest governance:

• Development of participatory land use plans integrating sustainable expansion of 
production of the targeted commodities with other economic and environmental 
goals.

Responsible forest management:

• Development of mechanisms for small-scale enterprises to access finance for 
business development and sustainable commodity production, in partnership 
with banks, financial institutions and other relevant stakeholders. 

• Scaling up responsible models of commodity production using the WWF GFTN 
stepwise approach toward FSC certification. Area of responsible acacia, rattan 
and bamboo management in target provinces expanded.

Responsible and transparent trade:

• Linking IKEA supply chains to sustainable raw material sources. Development of 
viable business models among smallholders and IKEA suppliers.

Examples of achievements 

• 2006--2014, the project set up best practices in the rattan supply chain in Laos, 
Vietnam and Cambodia. 

• A community based model for responsible rattan management, production and 
viable partnerships has been developed. As a result, SMEs in Cambodia and 
Vietnam invested in rattan production factoriees at community sites employing 
villagers and buying rattan sourced from the community. In Laos two SMEs have 
FSC Chain of Custody certificates and are in partnership with communities.

• Rattan nurseries have been set up in all three countris and nursery guidelines 
were developed.

• 100 villages in the project have set up Village Rattan Producer Groups and 60 of 
them have developed business plans and started handicraft production. Over 
4,000 families have benefitted from these project activities.

• In 2011, the project in Laos contributed to the first ever FSC certification of rattan 
forest. From the 1,200 hectares first certified in four villages, the FSC-certified 
area has now reached 5,700 hectares in six villages in Bolikhamxay province. 
Another 8,504 hectares in two villages are under way to be FSC-certified.

• The project published a unique book on rattan promoting the conservation and 
responsible use of one of the most valuable and most widely used non-timber 
forest product in the world. The book “Systematics, Ecology and Management of 
Rattans in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam – The Biological Bases of Sustainable 
Use”, offers an indispensable contribution to palm systematics, community 
forestry and sustainable resource use to all stakeholders in the rattan sector of 
the Greater Mekong Region. It was printed in English, Laos, Khmer and 
Vietnamese.

• In Vietnam, the project has e.g. performed a gap analysis on timber legality 
requirements for rattan and acacia suppliers. Training material for IKEA 
suppliers and sub-suppliers has been developed based on this analysis. Wood 
procurement officers, planning officers and wood storage keepers of IKEA wood 
suppliers, as well as managers of sawmill traders participated in the training on 
timber legality.
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• In Vietnam, the government’s 5 year plan on responsible rattan and bamboo 
management, supported by the partnership, has been approved and the 
government buy-in to support the rattan industry has been successful. As a result 
778 hectares owned by communities have been enriched with rattan seedlings. 
The activity has been financed by the local governments in TT Hue and Quang 
Nam provinces.

• Hundreds of Vietnamese farmers have been introduced to and trained on 
responsible forest management in compliance with FSC requirements.

• The partnership is supporting the Smallholder Forest Certification Group in the 
Quang Tri province. In September 2014, 922 hectares were certified belonging to 
341 households in 20 villages of11 communes (5 districts). The total FSC-certified 
area of acacia plantations was 861 ha. By the end of 2013 the Quang Tri 
Smallholder Forest Certification group received legal status through the 
provincial government (Quang Tri provincial people’s Committee) and become an 
“Association of Smallholder Forest Certification Group”

• An evaluation on forest restoration projects/models which have been 
implemented in Central Vietnam in the past years has been conducted. It will 
help the restoration responsible people, technical staffs, and policymakers see the 
whole picture of the technical issues for forest restoration, and the 
recommendations for the restoration model development.

• Priority restoration sites for reconnecting the landscape in the central 
Vietnamese Quang Nam and Quang Tri provinces have been identified, which 
have high value.  Through facilitation of policy dialogues between civil society 
organizations (CSOs), private sector, communities and policy makers, new 
policies towards sustainability were developed and issued by the government. 
Notably, the Vietnamese Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) 
issued a new policy on rattan and bamboo development in June 2014 after 
recognizing the success of the models supported by the partnership on the 
ground 

More information about WWFs work on rattan: panda.org/rattan

“For a poor farmer, the economic benefits are always the first priority, 
but after a few years of participation and being part of the WWF and 
IKEA partnership training programs – they realize the environmental 
and social impact the learnings are giving. Many farmer’s livelihoods 
have improved a lot and they care more about the environment. It’s a 
win-win situation for everyone.”

Tam Le Viet 
Regional Project Manager 
WWF-Greater Mekong
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The first rattan handicraft products with FSC labeling ever was exported from Laos to EU 
market. It offers many good results, e.g. bringing higher income to local communities.
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Species IKEA source from Indonesia

species % latin naMe

Albizia 64,6 A.	falcataria

Bamboo 0,1 Gigantochloa	atroviolacea;	Gigantochloa	apus

Pine 35,3 P.	merkusii

Rattan

Background

Indonesia’s biodiversity is unrivalled. Tigers, elephants, rhinos, orangutans, cloud 
leopards, tapirs and a multitude of rare, threatened and amazing wildlife are found 
in the nation’s forests and swamps. But deforestation is occurring at an alarming 
rate. Weak law enforcement and lack of preconditions for sustainable forest 
management are among the main causes of the problem. Increased palm oil 
production results in deforestation and ruined peat land, while generally poor forest 
management, overharvesting of wild rattan as well as illegal logging and trade 
destroy the fragile ecosystem and deprives indigenous communities of sustainable 
livelihoods. With around 80% of the world’s total output, Indonesia – notably Central 
Kalimantan – is the largest producer of rattan in the world, and it is a crucial non- 
forest timber product for local and indigenous communities. Indonesia contributes to 
a significant proportion of the approximately 2,400 tons of processed rattan used in 
products in the IKEA range every year.

The WWF IKEA partnership in Indonesia is promoting responsible forest 
management, through direct involvement with the industry and community forestry 
producing both timber and rattan. To this end, the partnership engages stakeholder 
dialogues on policies to create enabling conditions for responsible forest 
management. Ultimately, the partnership seeks to increase the FSC-certified area 
and to better implement the FSC Chain of Custody (CoC) system among IKEA 
suppliers. In this process, targeting community forests and smallholders is key. To 
promote trade of timber sourced from community forests in Indonesia, the project is 
piloting group certification, promoting fair trade and certification of FSC Controlled 
Wood.

By working together in Indonesia, WWF and IKEA supports 
responsible forest management and legality in the supply chain, while 
protecting forest biodiversity and providing sustainable livelihoods for 
local communities.

IndonEsIA
ProjECT PErIod  
2011 – 2017

“The project works 
through the supply chain 
from the forest – where 
IKEA suppliers source 
rattan, pine and acacia 
– to the factories. It gives 
IKEA suppliers as well as 
the wider industry greater 
competence in responsible 
forest management”

Rosenda Chandra Kasih
Central Kalimantan 
Programme Manager  
WWF Indonesia
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Current goals

Improved forest governance:

• Support the development of policy and regulation providing incentives for 
responsible forest management, and supporting maintenance and protection of 
rattan producing forest in Katingan District (Kalimantan).

• Mapping of rattan plantations, its distribution and legal status and analysis of 
deforestation level.

Responsible forest management:

• Stepwise improvement of responsible forest management in targeted community 
forest groups. Harvesting is following the forest management plan with the help 
of GFTN baseline forest audits, certification action plans and access to micro 
credits.

• Increasing the area of FSC-certified forest and FSC Controlled Wood as well as 
the number of FSC CoC certified wood suppliers.

Responsible and transparent trade:

• Draft Guidelines of standardization on rattan harvesting and trade for IKEA 
internal procurement through a multi-stakeholder process.

• Raise consumer awareness on responsible products and thereby create a higher 
demand on these products from IKEA and other big retailers.

Examples of achievements 

• The rattan production potential has been surveyed in 21 villages and eight 
sub-districts in Katingan, and an inventory of rattan species and their utilisation 
together with local NGOs has been carried out. Also, the partnership has 
supported a survey of the market and trends in the rattan processing industry.

• WWF has prepared a pilot cultivation plot to demonstrate responsible rattan 
farming practices and conducted a number of workshops and training sessions on 
sustainable rattan production.

• In Java, around 6,000 hectares of forest have been verified of its legality.

• WWF GFTN is working with professional foresters’ Community Forest and Trade 
Alliance (CFTA) to help establish a community trading group in Java.

• W WF is working to establish group certification for a community forest in 
Ponorogo, Eastern Java to help forest farmers, who are potential IKEA suppliers, 
to become FSC-certified.

• WWF GFTN is working with two IKEA suppliers to increase internal capacity 
building through FSC Chain of Custody (CoC) Coaching Clinic to improve their 
traceability systems.

• IKEA suppliers have been supported to achieve SVLK certification (the 
Indonesian Timber Legality Assurance System), a mandatory legal compliance 
for exporters from Indonesia.

• In collaboration with TRAFFIC, the project has conducted trainings on FLEGT, 
legality and export requirements for GFTN members, IKEA suppliers and buyers 
at an international timber trade fair in Jakarta, Indonesia.
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ForEsTs For lIFE
Background

Halting forest loss and degradation by 2020 is essential to avoid huge and 
irreversible losses in biodiversity and ecosystem values, and to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions quickly enough to keep global temperature rises below 2°C. Preventing 
these outcomes requires new incentives and governance reforms that recognize 
forest values and their importance to business and society.

Through this project, WWF will promote a landscape approach to sustaining 
production of food, energy and materials while curbing forest loss and degradation. 
The project will build on WWF’s work to increase the responsibility of companies 
and their supply chains, seeking to leverage this to stimulate place-based governance 
reforms and actions to create more resilient land use mosaics. This calls for a 
landscape approach to local development – working across sectors, beyond the scale 
of individual farms or forest management units – to secure food, fibre and energy 
production, while implementing improvements in social welfare and ecosystem 
conservation.

The project will also support the orchestration of WWF’s forest sector 
transformation work, including:

1. Promoting the uptake of forest certification and responsible purchasing of forest 
products via WWF’s Global Forest & Trade Network (GFTN), paper transparency 
tools and work related to legality verification;

2. Supporting the FSC system to continuously improve, remain credible and 
inclusive, and increase its reach and relevance in high risk regions;

3. Defining and verifying better management practices in contexts where 
certification is not applicable or desirable, yet better management is critical to 
maintaining or enhancing high conservation values.

Through this project, in collaboration with other progressive actors, WWF and IKEA 
will develop and promote new sustainability benchmarks in the forest sector, 
consistent with the resource constraints of a single planet. This will support IKEA to 
articulate and demonstrate its own “Forest Positive” vision.

By working together to mainstream responsible forest management, WWF and IKEA 
are orchestrating global efforts to halt forest loss and degradation.

By working together towards forest positive, WWF and IKEA are 
contributing to a mainstreaming of responsible forest management, 
and equitable and inclusive land use practices for forest, people and 
nature. 

Current goals

Improved forest governance

• A forest protection decision support framework is developed to guide 
practitioners to assess the political feasibility and relative impacts of different 
forest protection options.

• Progressive companies engaged in process to identify new forest sector pathways 
to a greener and fairer economy. 

ProjECT PErIod  
2011 – 2017
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Responsible forest management

• A strategy to strengthen the quality and market relevance of the FSC system is 
agreed, ecological and social impact of FSC communicated, and bottlenecks in 
efficiency and uptake of FSC and continueous improvements of other certification 
schemes addressed through a Certification Assessment Tool.

• Global leadership and coordination of the Forest Sector Transformation 
programme to support companies to manage forests and trade responsibly.

• Learning and knowledge materials on financial cost-benefit analysis for forest 
operators are completed and communicated, and potential innovative financing 
and incentive mechanisms for responsible forest management (including locally 
controlled forest enterprises) are identified.

Responsible and transparent trade

• Strengthen development and implementation of national legal frameworks and 
policies for importers and exporters in selected high risk countries.

Improved production efficiency

• Develop information and training tools for sawmills on efficiency, emissions and 
waste reduction, and open dialogues with select public, private, and civil society 
leaders on forest product sector manufacturing and supply chain footprint 
reduction.
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56 GtCe

53 GtCe

44 GtCe

47 GtCe

Business as usual

2020

Realistic case under 
Copenhagen UNFCCC 

agreement

Requirement to have a 
chance of staying below 

2ºC temperature rise

CURRENT

Current annual 
carbon emissions

CuRRENT STRATEGIES FOR 
REduCING ANTHROPOGENIC 
EmISSIONS OF GREENHOuSE 
GASES dO NOT GO FAR ENOuGH5

ANy FuTuRE CLImATE dEAL 
THAT dOES NOT FuLLy 
INTEGRATE FORESTRy 

WILL FAIL TO mEET THE 
NECESSARy TARGETS  

LORd NICHOLAS STERN9

Climate change is one of the greatest 
threats humankind has known. 
Forests can be part of the solution.

THE LINk bETWEEN  
FOREST ANd CLImATE

dEFORESTATION ANd FOREST 
dEGRAdATION REPRESENT uP TO  
20% OF GLObAL ANTHROPOGENIC  
CO2 EmISSIONS6, mORE THAN THE  
ENTIRE GLObAL TRANSPORT SECTOR  
(WHICH ACCOuNTS FOR 13%)7

FORESTS IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES CONTAIN 538 GtC ‒

 EQUIVALENT TO 40 YEARS’ WORTH OF 
ANTHROPOGENIC GREENHOUSE GAS 

EMISSIONS AT 2004 RATES

57% OF THE 
TOTAL FOREST CARBON, 
 IS IN THE VEGETATION 

AND 43% IN 
THE SOIL8

From WWF Living Forest  
Report Chapter 2; “Forests 
and Climate: REDD+ at a  
Crossroads”  
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The Living Forests 
Model projects 
significant growth in 
wood removals to 
meet rising demand 
for wood products. 

In 2010, global reported wood removals15 amounted to 3.4 billion m3. 
Total removals were undoubtedly higher due to illegal or unreported 
wood harvesting, especially fuelwood. Of the reported harvest, 1.5 
billion m3 was used as industrial roundwood and the rest for fuelwood16. 

The Living Forests Model (see figure) projects annual wood removals in 
2050 will be three times the volume reported for 2010. The projection 
includes steadily growing demand for solid wood and paper products 
between now and 2050 in emerging markets. However, a projected 
massive escalation in use of wood as a feedstock for bioenergy is the 
main driver of rising demand. The Living Forests Model projects that 
by 2050, annual demand for energy wood (woody biomass that is not 
used for household fuelwood or the production of wood-based products) 
alone will exceed 6 billion m3 under the Do Nothing scenario and 8 
billion m3 under the Bioenergy Plus scenario (the latter projection 
is more than double the total reported wood removals in 2010)17. 

The Living Forests Model projections are based on certain assumptions, 
and should not be read as an attempt to forecast the future, given 
the many uncertainties that will affect future demand and supply. 
For example, the model does not attempt to factor in potential, but 
currently unknown, uses of wood spurred by future technological 
innovation, nor does it assume dramatic shifts in consumption patterns 
or recycling rates. However, the model does highlight the likelihood of 
steady growth in overall volume of virgin wood for products and the 
potential for dramatic growth in the volume of wood harvested for use 
as energy “and to reach ambitious carbon mitigation targets under the 
Bioenergy Plus scenario 18. 

FAO LIVING FORESTS mODEL
2010 2030 2050

Do Nothing Bioenergy 
Plus

Do Nothing Bioenergy 
Plus

Saw logs &  
veneer logs

853 1,444 1,444 1,763 1,773

Pulpwood* 527 754 754 905 893

Other industrial 
roundwood19

153 153 153 153 153

Energy wood
1,868

2,753 3,138 6,317 8,209

Household  
fuelwood

2,064 2,064 2,218 2,054

Total wood  
supply

3,401 7,168 7,553 11,356 13,082

Units: millions of cubic metres (roundwood equivalent)

Projected annual rate of wood removals in 2030 and 2050 under the 
Living Forests Model’s Do Nothing and Bioenergy Plus scenarios compared 
to FAO statistics on reported wood removals in 2010. Source: FAO (2010 
figures20) and IIASA (2030 and 2050 projections)

* Pulpwood does not include offcuts and sawdust from saw logs that are used in 
significant amounts in pulp production.

THE DEmAND FOR 
WOOD PRODUCTS

Projected annual  
  rate of wood removals 

in 2030 and 2050

energy wood

Do Nothing scenario
Bioenergy Plus scenario

Units: millions of cubic metres 
(roundwood equivalent

Projected annual rate of wood 
removals in 2030 and 2050 under 
the Living Forests Model’s Do 
Nothing and Bioenergy Plus 
scenarios compared to FAO statistics 
on reported wood removals in 2010. 
Source: FAO (2010) and IIASA (2030 
and 2050 projections) 

* Pulpwood does not include offcuts 
and sawdust from saw logs that are 
used in significant amount in pulp 
production.

From Living Forest Report 2012, 
chapter 4,



Examples of achievements

This is a follow-on project building on lessons and achievements from three previous 
projects with slightly different focus that were conducted 2011-2014. The main 
achievements of these three projects are the following:

• Strengthening of the link between the HCV Resource Network and FSC.

• A study concerning policy barriers for FSC certification in key countries.

•  A living forests report is released chapter by chapter that garners broad support 
and input, demonstrates the value of forests to a “one-planet” economy, highlights 
the huge challenges in realising that value and presents solutions to them.

• The project has inspired and motivated key government and corporate actors to 
commit and take actions to halt forest loss.

• WWF provided technical input to the Consumer Goods Forum’s criteria and 
guidance for applying its zero net deforestation commitment in the pulp and paper 
sector. Advice was also provided to The Bank Environment Alliance for a similar 
initiative to encourage its members to provide deforestation-free financing.

• Development of national legality frameworks and guidance for China, Indonesia, 
India, Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar.

• Updating GFTN’s interactive online Guide to Legal and Responsible Sourcing, 
“Exporting in a Shifting Legal Landscape 2nd Edition” and associated training 
kits.

• Building capacity of companies to move towards responsible forest management 
and trade through training events and collaboration with selected companies to 
incorporate timber traceability and Chain of Custody guidelines into their 
operations using GFTN’s proven “stepwise approach”.

“The partnership’s impact goes way beyond the products that 
IKEA sources. It proves that the private sector not only work  
for themselves, but accept that WWF has an agenda with its  
own priorities and that there is enough common ground to  
make it work.” 

Per Larsson,  Manager GFTN Sweden/WWF Sweden
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Appendix A: glossary 

Accreditation
A	process	where	an	authoritative	body	formally	recognises	an	auditing	body	as	capable	of	
carrying	out	the	tasks	necessary	to	certify	a	company’s	operation	against	a	particular	standard.	
It	is	also	commonly	referred	to	as	certifying	the	certifiers.

Auditor The	accredited	body	that	is	qualified	to	inspect	and	verify	that	a	company’s	practices	conform	
to	the	certification	standards.

Australian	Illegal	Logging	Prohibition	Bill	 Legislation	to	prevent	sales	of	illegal	timber	and	timber	products	on	the	Australian	market.

Biodiversity
Certification

The	variability	among	living	organisms	from	all	sources.
The	process	whereby	an	indendent	auditing	body	(third	party)	conducts	an	inspection	and	
awards	a	certificate	using	independently	developed	standards	and	objectives.

CITES	-	the	Convention	on	International	Trade
in	Endangered	Species	of	Wild	Fauna	and	Flora

is	an	international	agreement	between	governments.	Its	aim	is	to	ensure	that	international	
trade	in	specimens	of	wild	animals	and	plants	does	not	threaten	their	survival.

CoC	-	Chain	of	custody
The	process	of	tracking	and	recording	the	possession	and	transfer	of	wood	and	fibre	from	a	
certified	forest	through	the	different	stages	of	production	—	primary	manufacturer,	secondary	
manufacturer,	wholesaler,	and	retailer	—	and	to	the	end	user.

CWRA	-	Controlled	Wood	Risk	Assessments

Risk	assessment	for	the	FSC	Controlled	Wood	standard	for	a	specific	country	/	region	that	
specifies	the	risk	for	sourcing	of	unacceptable	sources	in	the	specific	country.	The	assessment	
is	developed	in	a	national	stakeholder	process	and	endorsed	by	FSC.	The	risk	assessment	is	
binding	for	all	companies	sourcing	Controlled	Wood	from	the	country/region.

Deforestation The	conversion	of	forests	to	non-forest	through	human	activities.

Degradation Changes	that	negatively	affect	the	structure	or	function	of	the	forest,	and	thereby	lower	the	
capacity	to	provide	ecosystem	functions	and	services.

Due	diligence A	term	used	for	a	concept	involving	an	investigation	or	an	act	with	a	certain	standard	of	care.	It	
can	be	a	legal	obligation,	but	the	term	more	often	refers	to	voluntary	investigations.

Endemic	species Species	that	are	native	to	or	confined	to	a	certain	region.

EUTR	-	European	Union	Timber	Regulation	 Regulation	to	prevent	placing	of	illegal	timber	and	timber	products	on	the	EU	market.

Forest	bureau An	administrative	government	agency.	Sometimes	manages	state-owned	forests,	as	well	as	
acting	as	an	authority.

Forest	management	unit A	private	or	public	entity	managing	a	forest	area.	

FSC	-The	Forest	Stewardship	Council is	an	international	non-profit	organisation	that	offers	forest	certification	internationally.

GFTN	-	The	Global	Forest	&	Trade	Network	
is	a	WWF-led	partnership	that	links	hundreds	of	companies,	communities,	NGOs,	and	
entrepreneurs	around	the	world	with	the	goal	to	create	a	new	market	for	environmentally	
responsible	forest	products.	

Governance Forest	governance	includes	the	norms,	processes,	instruments,	people,	and	organizations	that	
control	how	people	interact	with	forests.

HCV	-	High	conservation	Value	
is	a	concept	widely	used	to	define	the	highest	level	of	safeguards	needed	across	a	huge	range	
of	land	uses.	There	are	six	main	types	of	HCV,	each	requiring	critical	areas	in	a	landscape	to	
be	identified	and	appropriately	managed.

APPEndICEs
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HCVF	-	High	Conservation	Value	Forest	
Is	a	forest	with	an	especially	high	ecological	or	social	value	-	more	valuable	in	terms	of	
biodiversity	values,	ecological	values	and	importance	for	local	people	than	in	terms	of	
industrial	timber.

Hectare A	metric	unit	of	area	defined	as	10,000	square	metres	(100	m	by	100	m).

Illegal	logging

The	harvesting,	transporting,	processing,	buying	or	selling	of	timber	(a)	without	a	legal	right	to	
harvest	timber	in	the	forest	management	unit	in	which	the	timber	was	grown,	or	(b)	in	breach	
of	national	or	sub-national	laws	governing	the	management	and	harvesting	of	forest	resources.	
It	also	includes	breaking	license	agreements,	tax	evasion,	corrupting	government	officials	and	
interfering	with	access	and	rights	to	forest	areas.

Lacey	Act Legislation	to	prevent	sales	of	illegal	timber	and	timber	products	on	the	US	market.

Landscape	ecology Landscape	ecology	is	the	study	of	the	interactions	between	the	temporal	and	spatial	aspects	of	
a	landscape	and	the	organisms	within	it.

Natural	forest A	forest	which	has	reproduced	naturally	–	without	human	activities	–	consisting	of	naturally	
immigrant	or	indigenous	tree	species	and	strains.	

NGO	-	Non-governmental	organisation Any	non-profit,	voluntary	citizens’	group	which	is	organised	on	a	local,	national	or	international	
level.

Non-timber	forest	products	 The	biological	resources	we	get	from	forests,	other	than	wood.	They	can	be	both	edible	and	
non-edible	plants	and	animals	–	i.e.	rattan,	bamboo,	honey,	fruits	and	mushrooms.

PEFC	-	Programme	for	the	Endorsement	of	Forest	
Certification	 is	a	major	forest	certification	system	(also	see	FSC).

Plantation	(wood) A	forested	area	managed	principally	for	wood	production	and	commonly	consisting	of	a	single	
species	of	the	same	age.

Production	forest A	forest	area	designated	primarily	for	production	of	wood,	fibre,	bioenergy	and/or	non-timber	
forest	products.

Responsible	forest	management

Forest	management	is	responsible	when	there	is	balance	between	society’s	increasing	
demands	for	forest	products	and	benefits,	and	the	preservation	of	forest	health	and	diversity.	
This	balance	is	critical	to	the	survival	of	forests,	and	to	the	prosperity	of	forest-dependent	
communities.

Riparian	forest A	forested	area	of	land	adjacent	to	a	body	of	water	such	as	a	river,	stream,	pond,	lake,	
marshland,	estuary,	canal,	sink	or	reservoir.	

RWE	-	Roundwood	equivalent A	measure	of	the	volume	of	logs	(roundwood)	used	in	the	manufacture	of	wood-based	
products	including	pulp,	paper,	furniture,	joinery	and	board	materials	such	as	plywood.

Standardisation A	process	of	developing,	maintaining	and	enhancing	the	standards	by	which	the	performance	
of	an	applicant	for	certification	can	be	assessed.

Virgin	forest A	forest	in	its	natural	state,	before	it	has	been	explored	or	exploited	by	man.

ZNDD	-	Zero	Net	Deforestation	and	Forest	
Degradation

WWF	defines	ZNDD	as	no	net	forest	loss	through	deforestation	and	no	net	decline	in	forest	
quality	through	degradation.
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Appendix b: The IWAy Forestry standard
The IWAY Forestry Standard is part of the IKEA supplier code of conduct. It sets out 
the minimum criteria for all wood and board supplied to IKEA:

• Not from forests that have been illegally harvested

• Not from forestry operations engaged in forest-related social conflicts

• Not harvested in geographically identified Intact Natural Forests (INF) or High 
Conservation Value forests, unless they are certified as responsibly managed

• Not harvested from natural forests in the tropical and sub-tropical regions being 
converted to plantations or non-forest use

• Not from officially recognised and geographically identified commercial 
genetically modified (GM) tree plantations.

Suppliers must have procedures in place to implement these standards throughout 
their supply chain and be able to track and report the origin of their wood.

Appendix C: FsC’s 10 Principles of Forest stewardship
Sustainable forest management is a much-contested term and no simple consensus 
definition exists. However, the ten Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) principles 
provide a useful benchmark to assess the sustainability of production forestry. 

1. Compliance with laws and FSC principles 
The Organisation shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and 
nationally ratified international treaties, conventions and agreements.

2. Workers’ rights and employment conditions 
The Organisation shall maintain or enhance the social and economic wellbeing 
of workers.

3. Indigenous peoples’ rights 
The Organisation shall identify and uphold indigenous peoples’ legal and 
customary rights of ownership, use and management of land, territories and 
resources affected by management activities.

4. Community relations 
The Organisation shall contribute to maintaining or enhancing the social and 
economic wellbeing of local communities.

5.	 Benefits	from	the	forest 
The Organisation shall efficiently manage the range of multiple products and 
services of the Management Unit to maintain or enhance long-term economic 
viability and the range of environmental and social benefits.

6. Environmental values and impacts 
The Organisation shall maintain, conserve and/or restore ecosystem services 
and environmental values of the Management Unit, and shall avoid, repair or 
mitigate negative environmental impacts.

7. Management planning 
The Organisation shall have a management plan consistent with its policies and 
objectives and proportionate to scale, intensity and risks of its management 
activities. The management plan shall be implemented and kept up to date based 
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on monitoring information in order to promote adaptive management. The 
associated planning and procedural documentation shall be sufficient to guide 
staff, inform affected stakeholders and interested stakeholders and to justify 
management decisions.

8. Monitoring and assessment 
The Organisation shall demonstrate that progress towards achieving the 
management objectives, the impacts of management activities and the condition 
of the Management Unit are monitored and evaluated proportionate to the scale, 
intensity and risk of management activities, in order to implement adaptive 
management.

9. Maintenance of High Conservation Value Forests 
The Organisation shall maintain and/or enhance the High Conservation Values 
in the Management Unit through applying the precautionary approach.

10. Implementation of management activities 
Management activities conducted by or for The Organisation for the 
Management Unit shall be selected and implemented consistent with The 
Organisation’s economic, environmental and social policies and objectives and in 
compliance with the Principles and Criteria collectively.

Appendix d: The six types of high Conservation value Forests
HCV1. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant 
concentrations of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, refugia). 

For example, the presence of several globally threatened bird species within a 
Kenyan montane forest. 

HCV2. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant large 
landscape level forests, contained within, or containing the management unit, where 
viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in natural 
patterns of distribution and abundance. 

For example, a large tract of Mesoamerican lowland rainforest with healthy populations 
of jaguars, tapirs, harpy eagles and caiman as well as most smaller species. 

HCV3. Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered 
ecosystems.  

For example, patches of a regionally rare type of freshwater swamp forest in an 
Australian coastal district. 

HCV4. Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations (e.g. 
watershed protection, erosion control). 

For example, forest on steep slopes with avalanche risk above a town in the European 
Alps. 

HCV5. Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g. 
subsistence, health). 

For example, key hunting or foraging areas for communities living at subsistence 
level in a Cambodian lowland forest mosaic. 

HCV6. Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity (areas 
of cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in cooperation 
with such local communities). 

For example, sacred burial grounds within a forest management area in Canada.
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