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October 2003


Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Ninth Meeting (COP 9)

Bonn, 19-30 May 2008

Progress of implementation of the Strategic Plan and progress towards the 2010 target and the relevant Millennium Development Goals 
(Item 3.7 of the Provisional Agenda)
A. Review of implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan
	Summary

WWF believes that one of the most important challenges facing the Convention is the integration of biodiversity values and concerns into national and regional development planning processes. In its consideration of the progress of implementation of the Strategic Plan and progress towards the 2010 target and the relevant Millennium Development Goals, WWF calls on COP9 to: 

Ensure that the inter-linkages between biodiversity and environment, poverty eradication and human development are sufficiently addressed now and in the future through, inter alia, 

· The provision of financial, human and technical resources to mainstream biodiversity in all planning processes

· Coordination and coherence with multilateral environmental and development agreements

· The engagement of local communities and indigenous peoples

· Mainstreaming biodiversity in development cooperation programmes

· Initiatives aimed at assessing the benefits of biodiversity and costs of its loss

· Giving greater attention to addressing the indirect and direct drivers of biodiversity loss

In addition, WWF suggests: 

The systematic use of tools such as Strategic Environmental Assessments and Environmental Impact Assessments for evaluating the impacts of programmes and development projects to support the mainstreaming of environment and biodiversity in sectoral and national planning processes.  In particular Strategic Environmental Assessments can provide analytical and participatory approaches to decision-making that integrate environmental considerations into policies, plans and programmes at the earliest stages and assess their development effectiveness and sustainability. 

And WWF calls on the CBD COP to send a message to the Heads of State High Level Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals set for New York for September 2008 to recognize the fundamental relationship between biodiversity protection and achieving the Millennium Development Goals by quickly developing joint implementation plans between environment and health, agriculture, disaster, finance, water and development ministries. 


Background

Protecting biodiversity – the genetic pool, the extent and variety of species and ecosystems – is critical to maintaining and improving the quality of life of the world’s people.  Neglecting biodiversity invites crop collapse, thirst, disease and disaster.  The degradation of ecosystems has already taken us to new levels of vulnerability – and climate change is intensifying this.  As ecosystems are degraded, species are lost and key natural services fail.  Humanity is already incurring the costs of biodiversity loss, which are disproportionately borne by poor people and nations.  

WWF’s Living Planet Index shows that wild species and natural ecosystems are under pressure to a greater or lesser degree across all biomes and regions of the world.  With only two years to go to the 2010 target, unless immediate action if taken to reduce the growing pressures on natural ecosystems, the loss of global biodiversity is set to continue unabated.  

Likewise Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals to reverse the loss of natural resources and promote environmental sustainability is severely off track in many countries and regions of the world.  The international community has to take some ambitious measures to make progress on this goal along with all the other MDGs to achieve the halving of world poverty by 2015. 

Therefore it is important to start thinking about subsequent targets and look beyond 2010 to set a framework to stop biodiversity loss and reverse the current trends.  Inevitably this means addressing the causes, or drivers, of biodiversity loss. The ultimate drivers are the human demands for food, water, energy and materials .  As the human population and global economy grow, so do the pressures on biodiversity.  So any future targets beyond 2010 to protect global biodiversity should be expressed in the terms of the drivers of biodiversity loss as well as the state of species and ecosystems themselves.  And those targets must take into account the need for human development, wellbeing and equity.  

National and regional development plans cannot and should not be developed separately from considerations of natural resources, environmental sustainability and biodiversity.  It is therefore important that such plans and strategies are developed in a cross-sectoral manner across governments, with the participation of stakeholders, including civil society and indigenous peoples.  
The use of strategic environmental assessments at the plan and policy levels and the use of environmental impact assessments at the project level are tools that should be used on a systematic basis to avoid negative or irreversible impacts on biodiversity. In particular, strategic environmental assessments are applied at the earliest states of decision-making to help formulate policies, plans and programmes and evaluate the inter-linkages with economic and social priorities. Such assessments must be transparent in their findings and recommendations and carried out with the participation of all relevant stakeholders. The strengthening of national legislation in this regard and the role of national governments is key.  There is also a fundamental role for development agencies to promote biodiversity mainstreaming in development cooperation through dialogue, programming, awareness-raising, capacity building and the use of appropriate measures and tools.  
WWF Recommendations and Suggested Text

The draft decision has important elements that should be preserved including proposals referring to: 
· The need for financial, human and technical resources to achieve the mainstreaming of biodiversity, in particular in sectoral planning processes and in national development and poverty eradication strategies.  

· Coordination at the national level for implementation of the multilateral environment agreements, including the Rio Conventions, in order to promote a more integrated and coherent approach.

· The contribution of biodiversity and ecosystem services to poverty eradication, national development and human well-being. 

· The engagement of indigenous and local communities, and civil society representatives. 

· Support for local action for the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans by integrating biodiversity considerations into sub-national and local level assessments and planning processes. 

· The role of bilateral and multilateral development cooperation agencies in promoting the mainstreaming of the environment, including biodiversity, into development cooperation activities.

· The development of initiatives aimed at assessing the benefits of implementing the three objectives of the Convention and the costs of the loss of biodiversity in order to inform decision-making and awareness-raising. 

In addition, WWF calls on Parties to support the following changes and additions to the draft document:
3.7 A Review of implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan 
(Draft decision from recommendation 2/1 of the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation UNEP/CBD/COP/9/4, annex)
Additional paragraphs under 8 – Meeting the three objectives of the Convention
 “Agrees to introduce or strengthen the use of strategic environmental assessments for national and sectoral policies, plans and programmes in order to improve the mainstreaming or integration of environment and biodiversity concerns.” 

“ Agrees to incorporate biodiversity-related development measures in national budgets which recognise the value of biodiversity to national development and the linkages between economic, social and environmental progress”

“Multilateral and bilateral donors and partner countries jointly commit to develop and apply common approaches for strategic environmental assessments at the sector and national levels.” 

(This existing commitment is taken from the Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness – Ownership, Harmonisation, Alignment, Results and Mutual Accountability, 2005).
3.7 B Process for the revision of the Strategic Plan 
(UNEP/CBD/COP/9/14/add1)
Additional Paragraph 3 B 
“Emphasises that greater attention should be given to addressing the indirect and direct drivers of biodiversity loss and these are reflected in future goals and targets, with appropriate indicators on the drivers and pressures and the societal response.” 
Additional Paragraph 3.7 A 8 (v) Millennium Development Goals
The CBD COP calls on Heads of State gathering for a High Level Summit on the Millennium Development Goals in September in New York to:
Recognise protecting biodiversity mitigates against the impact of climate change, is an important source of medicine, wild crops, supports fresh water sources, protects wild fish crops, buffers against disaster and contributes to security and human well being.

Recognise some 1.6 billion people depend on forests for their livelihoods with 60 million indigenous people depending directly on forests for their subsistence, while fish from oceans provide the principle source of protein for more than 1 billion people.

Recognise it will not be possible to fully meet the MDG goals and targets by 2015 if biodiversity is not adequately protected.

And

Commit at the MDG summit to dramatically increase funding for protected areas and meet all targets under the Convention on Biological Diversity.

And

Develop as a matter of urgency joint implementation and work plans with targets and timelines between the environment and other ministries such as agriculture, health, security, development and fisheries in order to adequately protect biodiversity.
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WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:


-	conserving the world's biological diversity


-	ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable


-	promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.








� 2010 and Beyond, Rising to the Biodiversity Challenge, WWF, ZSL, Global Footprint Network, May 2008. 





