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	Summary

WWF is concerned that after more than ten years from the CBD’s entry into force the ABS objectives and commitments are far from being actualised and unless this situation is reversed, the process risks loosing credibility.

COP 8 gave the Working Group on Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) a clear mandate to develop an international regime on ABS before COP 10. COP 9 should ensure that the Working Group on ABS has adequate workplan and resources to ensure that the international can be achieved within this timeframe.

WWF urges Parties to:
a) ensure that the Working Group on ABS can complete its work in a timely manner by: 

· adopting a clear workplan with target and timelines leading up to COP 10;  

· ensuring effective engagement of indigenous peoples and local communities in the Working Group; 
· ensuring effective regional consultation; 
·  ensuring that adequate expertise is made available to the Working Group via ad hoc technical experts groups on specific issues;
· ensuring timely and targeted capacity building measures to support the work of the Working Group. 
c) ensure that the international regime:

· recognizes the link between the three objectives of the convention in its objectives and main components; 

· emphasises and details the mechanisms and provisions necessary in user country law, policy and practice to guarantee the effective implementation of the ABS system; 
· recognises the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities over their traditional knowledge; and
· contributes to strengthening and protecting the integral system of knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities.


The International Regime on Access and Benefit Sharing 
WWF welcomes the draft recommendation of the sixth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access and Benefit Sharing (WG-ABS) and urges Parties to consider the following specific recommendations on the text:
Preamble
Parties should Welcome the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and particularly Article 31 that relates to traditional knowledge and genetic resources which shall guide Parties in their understanding of their commitments under the CBD.

The importance of the participation of indigenous and local communities in the elaboration and negotiation of the regime should be recognised. 
(Paragraph 2 Option A) The annex should be transmitted by COP to the seventh Working Group on ABS for the purpose of continuing to elaborate and negotiate the international regime; 
(Paragraph 3) COP 9 should reiterate its instruction to the Working Group on ABS to complete the international regime as the earliest possible time before COP 10 so that the completed regime can be adopted by COP 10. 

(Paragraph 6 Option A) The Working Group on ABS should draft the legally binding provisions of the international regime based on the annex of the report of the sixth Working Group on ABS.
(Paragraph 8) The Co-chairs should be requested to carry out bilateral and regional consultations during the inter-sessional period and donor should be called upon to support this work as well as for the timely and successful completion of the negotiations; 

(Paragraph 9 Option A) Governments and donors should be called on to facilitate the preparation and participation of indigenous and local communities in the process of the negotiation and elaboration of an international regime.
(Paragraph 10) An international workshop on traditional knowledge should be help prior to WG-ABS 7.

(Paragraph 11) Indigenous peoples and local communities, Parties, donors, and other interested bodies should participate in and support national and regional workshops.
Annex: The International Regime

I. Objective:  the objective should include reference to the three objectives of the Convention. And the 3 bullet points should read as follows: 
· “regulating transparent access to genetic resources, their derivatives and products and associated traditional knowledge; 
· “Ensuring the effective, fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of their utilization, their derivatives and products and associated traditional knowledge and to prevent their misappropriation and misuse;

· “Securing compliance in user countries with national laws and requirements, including PIC and MAT, of the country of origin providing those resources or of the Party that has acquired those resources in accordance with the CBD.”
“taking into account all rights over those resources, including the rights of indigenous and local communities, and ensuring compliance with PIC.”
II. Scope 

The scope of the regime should include all biological resources, genetic resources, derivatives, products and associated traditional knowledge, innovations and practices. 

Special consideration should be given to marine genetic resources beyond national jurisdiction and genetic resources located in the Antarctic Treaty area; 

III. Main Components 

A.
Fair and equitable benefit-sharing

The following should be confirmed as components to be further elaborated with the aim of incorporating them into in the international regime:

“Benefits directed towards conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and socio-economic development, in particular the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)” and 

“Establishment of trust funds to address transboundary situations”

C
Compliance 

The following should be confirmed as components to be further elaborated with the aim of incorporating them into in the international regime:

· Development of tools to monitor compliance:
· Development of tools to enforce compliance:
· Measures to ensure compliance with customary law and local systems of protection 
D
Traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources
The following should be confirmed as components to be further elaborated with the aim of incorporating them into in the international regime:

· Prior informed consent of, and mutually agreed terms with, holders of traditional knowledge, including indigenous and local communities, when traditional knowledge is accessed

· Internationally developed guidelines to assist Parties in the development of their domestic legislation and policies

· Declaration to be made on the internationally recognized certificate as to whether there is any associated traditional knowledge and who owners of traditional knowledge are

· Community-level distribution of benefits arising out of traditional knowledge
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WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:


-	conserving the world's biological diversity


-	ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable


-	promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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