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CEO 
Cruise ship company name  
Address 

Helsinki March 20, 2008 

 Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
On behalf of  the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), I would like to request that you sign the 
attached ‘Statement of Commitment’ asking you to continue not discharging resp. to  cease 
discharging (or continue not discharging) untreated wastewater from all of your passenger ships 
visiting the Baltic Sea.   
 
WWF and partner organizations in the nine coastal countries bordering the Baltic Sea are working 
together, through the Baltic Ecoregion Programme, to address the biggest threats facing this region. 
Today, the Baltic Sea is one of the world's most threatened marine ecosystems: 50% of the 
commercial fish stocks are overexploited and eutrophication affects 70% of all listed habitats. Given 
the threat eutrophication poses to the health and biodiversity of the Baltic Sea, this is a priority area 
for us and the reason why we are calling on shipping companies, to protect the marine environment 
by halting the practice of dumping polluted wastewater into the sea.  
 
Last year, WWF made an appeal to ferry companies operating in the Baltic Sea to stop all releases of 
untreated wastewater. The results of this campaign received superb media attention and we can 
celebrate that several big companies in many Baltic countries signed the commitment. The results of 
the appeal can be seen on our international website*. Wastewater released from shipping vessels 
operating in the Baltic Sea adds significant amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus into the Baltic each 
year, which contributes to algae blooms and a reduction of water quality. Your pledge will 
demonstrate your commitment to address this threat and to help conserve and restore the unique 
biodiversity of the Baltic Sea. In 2005 IMO granted the Baltic Sea Particularly Sensitive Sea Area 
(PSSA) status, which WWF considers a great victory after our long dedicated lobbying for it. 
 
In addition to committing to cease discharging untreated wastewater from your passenger ships 
visiting the Baltic Sea, we would like to ask for your support and co-operation in influencing 
harbours and ports in the Baltic to improve their wastewater reception and treatment facilities. 
 

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/europe/what_we_do/baltics/threats/fishing/index.cfm


 

 

For your information, we will come forward with a press release in the end of May 2008. 
communicating to the press in all Baltic countries the names of the international companies and their 
vessels that have signed the commitment and taken this significant step towards reducing nutrient 
inflow into the Baltic. We will also post this information on our website. We hope your name will be 
on this list, setting an example for others to follow.  This is why we would like you to consider 
signing and returning the attached ‘Statement of Commitment’ and returning this to us as soon as 
possible and not later than May 20th.   
 
We look forward to your reply and your further commitment to protect and secure the sustainable 
development and management of the Baltic Sea.  Of course, should you have questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
On behalf of WWF’s Baltic Ecoregion Programme, 
CEO of WWF Finland 
Timo Tanninen 
 
*www.panda.org/baltic 



 

 

Protect the Baltic Sea: A Statement of Commitment 

The below mentioned cruise boat company hereby commits to cease discharging untreated wastewater from any of its 
passenger ships in the Baltic Sea and to certify that waste is either properly treated on board* or disposed at onshore 
facilities. If the ship has proper treatment facilities onboard, we agree to provide supporting documents to prove this. If 
currently no untreated wastewater is discharged from any of its ships visiting the Baltic Sea, the present signature 
verifies this and the company publicly commits to continue the ban in the future. 
 
This voluntary ban will include all discharges, including those in international waters where the discharge of wastewater 
is still permitted by law. All ‘black water’ (sewage) must be brought ashore and transferred to an appropriate wastewater 
treatment facility.  All ‘grey water’ (washing, etc.) must either be brought ashore for treatment or effectively treated on 
board the ship using the best available technology – i.e. ensuring that nutrients are effectively reduced*. Only if the 
security or health of the passengers or the safety of the vessel would clearly require a discharge of untreated wastewater, 
would this be momentarily used. 
 
Upon signature below, the signing party pledges its company’s commitment to adhere to the above terms in order to help 
fight eutrophication and help WWF to conserve and restore the unique biodiversity of the Baltic Sea, one of world’s 
most threatened marine ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return this commitment signed by your CEO as soon as possible  
and no later than May 20th, 2008 to: 
 
WWF Finland,  
CEO Timo Tanninen,  
Lintulahdenkatu 10,  
FI-00500 Helsinki, FINLAND  



 

 

The undersigned company commits to: 

□ not discharge any untreated wastewater into the Baltic Sea. All wastewater is either treated onboard, ensuring that 
nutrients are effectively reduced*, or disposed at onshore facilities 

OR, to 

□ stop discharging any untreated wastewater by DATE 

 

In addition, the undersigned company commits to 

□ join forces with WWF to influence harbours and ports around the Baltic Sea to improve their wastewater treatment 
facilities 

 
 
 
The commitment will come into force as soon as possible and no later than by May 31, 2008. 
 

Signed by: _____________________________________________________________________  

Company: _____________________________________________________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________  

Tel: _____________________________________________________________________  

Fax: _____________________________________________________________________  

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________  

 
*Using the best available technology, ensuring a 75 – 90% reduction in phosphorus . 
  
 


