
Draft Letter to Ports:
Dear Sir / Madam,

On behalf of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Baltic Ecoregion Programme
, I am writing to urge you to upgrade the waste water reception facilities within the port of [name of port] as soon as possible. Our research indicates that today your port is not providing adequate port reception facilities for visiting cruise ships. What this means in practice, is that passenger ships visiting your port in many cases are unable to discharge their wastes in a responsible manner, but instead are forced to discharge their untreated waste directly to the sensitive Baltic Sea environment. 

As you certainly are aware, the cruise industry requests “adequate port reception facilities which operate under the ‘no special fee’ agreement”. We agree with the cruise industry that port reception facilities can be considered adequate where a port can receive all waste water effluent via a direct line/shore-side pipe connection at its cruise berths and where the waste water then can be effectively treated at a municipal waste water treatment plant.

WWF and partner organizations in the nine coastal countries bordering the Baltic Sea are working together, through the Baltic Ecoregion Programme, to address the biggest environmental threats facing this region. Today, the Baltic Sea is one of the world's most threatened marine ecosystems: 50% of the commercial fish stocks are overexploited and eutrophication affects 70% of all critical habitats. Eutrophication is considered by many the main environmental problem of the Baltic Sea, causing both biological and economic damage to marine environment and coastal areas. It is caused by an overload of nutrients, such as phosphorus and nitrogen, into the ecosystem. Eutrophication causes many problems, including unusually strong and frequent summertime algae blooms such as the toxic cyanobacteria. Given the threat eutrophication poses to the health and biodiversity of the Baltic Sea, this is a priority area for us and the reason why we have been calling on ports and shipping companies, to protect the marine environment by halting the practice of dumping polluted wastewater into the sea. 

Already two years ago, WWF took the initiative and contacted ferry lines and cruise ship companies sailing in the Baltic Sea, asking for a voluntary ban on waste water discharge. That same year, most of the ferry lines responded positively, and this year in May many cruise lines, acting through their umbrella organizations, European Cruise Council ECC, made a voluntary commitment to stop dumping their waste water in the Baltic Sea “when certain conditions are met”. These conditions include the above mentioned “adequate port reception facilities which operate under a ‘no special fee’ agreement”.

Today there are only three out of the 12 biggest cruise ships ports around the Baltic Sea, Helsinki, Stockholm and Visby, that meet ECC’s conditions. WWF is now contacting the all of the ports around the Baltic Sea that do not meet these conditions urging them to make the needed upgrades to their facilities.  The normal sewage storage capacity for a cruise ship is between one and three days. This means in practice that a considerable amount of sewage is still being dumped into the sea.


The Baltic Sea will receive more than 350 cruise ship visits with over 2,100 port calls this year and the industry is growing by an estimated 13 percent per year. The waste water produced in these vessels is estimated to contain 74 tons of nitrogen and 18 tons of phosphorus, substances that add to eutrophication of the sea. Until now, most of this sewage has been discharged into the Baltic Sea. In addition to excess nutrients, the waste water also contains bacteria, viruses and other pathogens, as well as heavy metals.
Cruise ship traffic is a dynamic activity, bringing considerable wealth to its visited ports and cities. The European cruise industry generated a massive 14.2 billion euros by cruise liners and their passengers in 2008, a large part of this in the Baltic Sea. We consider it to be the responsibility of any country or city that wants to receive these cruise ships, to offer adequate sewage reception facilities.

We look forward to your reply and your further commitment to protect and secure the sustainable development and management of the Baltic Sea. Of course, should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

[to be signed by local CEO]
CC: 
European Cruise Council (ECC)
Rue Ducale 67, bte 2
1000 Brussels, Belgium
� The following organizations are partners within the WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme: Baltic Fund for Nature, Estonian Fund for Nature, Lithuanian Fund for Nature, Pasaules Dabas Fonds, WWF-Denmark, WWF-Finland, WWF-Germany, WWF-Poland and WWF-Sweden.  
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