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What is REACH?
REACH, which stands for the Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of chemicals, is a draft EU
law that could lead to the identification and phasing out of the most harmful chemicals. Once it
becomes law it will be enforced in all countries in the European Union.

REACH is designed to be an integrated approach to the control of the production, import and use of
chemicals in Europe.  It intends to create a single regulatory system, chemicals manufacturers will be
obligated to provide safety information for the chemicals they produce.  REACH will replace forty or
so existing regulations, thereby streamlining and modernising the system.

WWF supports the basic framework of the REACH legislation but considers that a number of
important amendments are needed to strengthen REACH if it is to achieve its objectives.

1. PLAY IT SAFE: Substitute hazardous chemicals with safer alternatives whenever they exist.

2. INFORMATION IMPROVES TRUST: Provide sufficient data to identify dangerous chemicals
and safer alternatives.

3. A LEGAL GUARANTEE: Ensure that the chemical industry has the responsibility for the safety
of their products (Duty of Care).

4. TRANSPARENCY FOR CONSUMER PRODUCTS: Establish right to know if hazardous
chemicals for citizens.

The politics
The decision on REACH – whether to amend, adopt or reject it – is shared between two bodies; the
European Parliament and the EU Council of Ministers (made up of the national governments of EU
Member States). The decision is made in two stages – First Reading and Second Reading. The first
reading took place last autumn and the second reading will take place later this year.  If, after the
second reading phase is completed, the two institutions still disagree on the law, then a Conciliation
process will take place at the beginning of 2007.

What does WWF want?
Throughout the three year process that REACH has been debated, WWF has consistently called for
measures to phase out the most hazardous chemicals in favour of safer substitutes.  How robustly
REACH achieves the “substitution” of hazardous chemicals is the main issue for debate as the draft
legislation enters its final decision making phase.

Further information:
-For more information on REACH and WWF’s position, see http://detox.panda.org or contact Noemi
Cano (DetoX Campaign Communications Manager) on 00 32 (0)2 7438806.


