
WWF and IKEA – a partnership for change

In 2002, WWF and IKEA started joint field projects in 
a number of countries in Europe and Asia to support 
responsible forest management. In 2005, the partnership 
initiated cotton projects in India and Pakistan to support 
farmers grow cotton with less environmental impact.  
Between 2007 and 2012, IKEA and WWF also ran six 
joint projects to identify ways to tackle climate change 
and promote a more sustainable life at home.

Today the global focus of the partnership remains to 
transform the forest and cotton markets. We have also 
introduced a specific work stream focusing on improving 
water management in cotton production, which builds on 
and evolves the work we have already done in this area. 
We strive to influence the rules and regulations that steer 

market mechanisms and we explore and promote 
business models and practices that support a shift 
towards more sustainable practices. We aim to create a 
leading example for other companies, suppliers and  
governments to follow.  

The overall purpose of the current cotton, water and 
forest projects is to ensure efficient, responsible busi-
ness practices and sound use of natural resources. The 
projects are ultimately contributing to advancing WWF’s 
global conservation targets and the goals set in the IKEA 
sustainability strategy. The results contribute to the IKEA 
vision of creating a better everyday life for the many 
people and to the WWF mission to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature.

The Partnership

Scope and goals

Since 2002, IKEA and WWF have had a partnership founded on our shared wish to 
safeguard and manage some of the world’s most precious natural resources. By  
combining our expertise and commitment to change, we can help transform markets 
and make a positive contribution to people and the planet. We now run joint projects in 
12 countries to promote sustainable use of resources within the forest and cotton mar-
kets, and to positively influence good water management. The partnership also strives 
to inspire other companies and networks to address environmental challenges and  
create a better and more sustainable everyday life. Together we can make a difference!
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Contact:
For more information on the WWF and IKEA partnership, 
visit www.panda.org/IKEA, www.IKEA.com or contact WWF 
at wwf-ikea-projects@wwf.se
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FOREST PROJECTS
Wood is an excellent raw material from an environmental 
perspective, as long as it is legally produced and comes 
from responsibly managed forests. The partnership wants 
to secure forest values and resources for both present 
and future needs and enable the extraction of forest raw 
materials without threatening the biological and social 
values of the forests. 

The joint projects in 10 countries aim to...

•  Improve forest governance 
•  Promote responsible forest management
•  Increase responsible & transparent trade
•  Improve production efficiency

You can read more about this in the factsheet about our 
joint forest projects.

COTTON PROJECTS
Cotton is another renewable raw material with many good 
qualities, but cultivation must be managed carefully to 
avoid damaging the environment with pesticides and in-
tensive water use. The partnership works with farmers to 
introduce safer and more sustainable cultivation practices 
that will also improve farmers’ livelihood and everyday 
life for their families. The projects support farmers grow  
cotton in accordance with social and environmental  
criteria set by the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI). 

The joint cotton projects in India and Pakistan aim to...

•  Build farmer’s capacity to produce Better Cotton
•  Reduce the use of pesticides, water and chemical  

fertilisers
•  Increase farmers profit margins 
•  Improve working conditions for the farmers’ families 

and workers
•  Improve soil quality in the cotton field
•  Catalyse a shift to Better Cotton in the cotton commo- 

dity market as a whole
•  Support strengthening of BCI to become 100% self 

reliance by 2016

You can read more about this in the factsheet about our 
joint cotton projects.

WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECTS
Many parts of the world are suffering from water stress 
and scarcity. That’s why the partnership wants to join 
forces to find ways to use water as efficiently as possible, 
with an initial focus on cotton production.

The joint projects in India and Pakistan aim to...

•  Understand the real water needs of cotton production 
•  Improve water management to maintain and restore 

water security
•  Build capacity for a wider spread of Best Management 

Practices
•  Engage on community level to educate cotton farmers in 

efficient field-level irrigation techniques

The water management programme in India and Pakistan 
is a natural extension and development of the cotton pro-
jects we have been working on for a number of years.

You can read more about this in the factsheet about our 
joint water management projects.

PARTNERSHIP ACHIEVEMENTS
Over the past decade, the partnership has contributed 
to…

•  Substantially increased area of credibly certified and 
responsibly managed forests

•  Many high conservation value forest areas being  
identified and maintained 

•  More responsible timber trade across borders
•  Improved national forestry policy in Europe 
•  Significantly reduced use of pesticides, chemical  

fertilisers and water in cotton farming
•  The successful establishment of the Better Cotton  

Initiative, as founding members
•  Many identified opportunities to tackle climate change 
•  Reduced negative impact on the environment and  

human health 


