[image: image1.png]for a living planet®



 
[image: image2.jpg]climate
WITNESS



 

Climate Witness: Burr Morse, USA
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About Burr 

Burr Morse’s family has been farming maple syrup in Vermont, USA, since the late 1700s. In the last 20 years warmer temperatures have made the conditions poor for syrup farming and Burr has had some bad seasons. He is adapting but the future of the industry in Vermont is uncertain. 

Quote: “I think that we sugar farmers are the fussiest farmers in the world about the weather that we need. We need the perfect weather with freezing nights and warmer days for the maple sap to run. In the last 20 years we have had a number of bad seasons and most of those I would attribute to temperature that is a little too warm. I worry about future decline of maple trees in this part of North America where maple sugaring has been so important to our way of life for so long.” 

Burr’s story: A sugar farmer knows best

My name is Burr Morse and I live in Central Vermont, in the Montpelier area. I am 60 years old and have been here my whole life. My family has been in maple syrup farming since the late 1700s. However, in the last 20 years we have had a number of bad seasons and most of those I would attribute to temperature that is a little too warm. Several of those years we only made a third to a half a crop of maple syrup.  

I think that we sugar farmers are the fussiest farmers in the world about the weather that we need. We need the perfect weather. We can’t live with 31 degrees Fahrenheit at night. In the springtime, when we want sap to run, we need 25 degrees F, which is well down below freezing. Then we got to have in the 40s during the day, and anything warmer than that is too warm. We have got have a west wind. We have to have predictable weather patterns. So when things change around and the weather comes from the east or comes from the south, the sap is not going to run.

This year the bad season, which is going right up into Canada, is causing the price of maple syrup to go really high. This price increase has to do with the bad year and also that there is no longer a surplus in Canada, which used to keep the price artificially low. 

I can’t say that the state of Vermont is making less maple syrup. We are pretty much keeping our production up but we are changing the way we do it. 

Read full testimonial and scientific background: www.panda.org/climatewitness/morse 

Download large photos: https://intranet.panda.org/dropbox
user name: intranet@wwfint.org 
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