
In June, WWF and palm oil producer groups in
Honduras signed a memorandum of understanding
which outlines ways to better protect the Meso-

american Reef, the biggest coral reef system in the
Americas and the second largest in the world.
“The agreement will ensure that better agricultural manage-
ment practices are adopted thereby reducing the environmen-
tal impact on the reefs caused by the surrounding oil palm
plantations,” said José Vásquez, WWF Central America’s agri-
culture officer. These practices include better management for
disposing empty agro-chemical containers, increasing plant
cover to avoid soil erosion, and reducing use of herbicides
and fertilizers, especially nitrogen. The agreement will also
benefit local communities living in the area and the region's
natural resources.
The memorandum of understanding was signed with Palmas
de San Alejo (PALSA) and Agropecuaria Tornabé (AGROTOR).
Established in the 1950s, Palmas de San Alejo and AGROTOR
employ over 500 workers, drawn mainly from the 14 commu-
nities living around the plantations. The companies produce
23,000 tons of oil annually — about a third of Honduras’s palm
oil production — mainly for preparation in food products,
though there are also plans to produce palm oil for biodiesel.
“We have accepted WWF’s invitation to carry out studies on
how the oil palm plantation can be better managed,” said
Danny Gabrie, Vice-President for Agroindustrial Operations of
the Jaremar Group, to which both Palmas de San Alejo and
AGROTOR belong. “We have oxidation lagoons to collect the
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WWF staff and members of the local press on a visit to the palm
oil plantation.

Danny Gabrie (Vice-president for Agroindustrial Operations of
the Jaremar Group), Carlos Morales (Program Manager WWF
Central America) and José Vasquez (WWF Central America
Agriculture Officer) sign the agreement.

wastewater which we then use to produce electrical energy in
the processing plant. This helps to minimize the agricultural
impact on the reef.”
Oil palm is grown on about 68,000 hectares along the coastal
plains of Atlántida and the Sula and Aguán valleys in
Honduras. In Atlántida, the oil palm plantations are located
along the Caribbean coast where several large rivers flow
down from the Nombre de Dios mountain range.
The Mesoamerican Reef (MAR) is the largest reef system of
the Americas, and the second largest reef in the world after
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Shared by four countries, it
extends some 1,000km from the northern tip of the Yucatan
Peninsula in Mexico, past the barrier reef of Belize and the
Caribbean coast of Guatemala to the Bay Islands/Cayos
Cochinos complex adjacent to the northern coast of
Honduras. WWF works with different agricultural sectors in
the region with the aim of improving benefits for the health and
conservation of the reef and the communities that depend on
its resources.
Links:WWF News, 19 June 2007, News in Spanish , La Prensa, 20 June 2007
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WWF and Honduran palm oil producers cooperate to protect biggest reef
in the Americas

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/index.cfm?uNewsID=107200
http://www.wwfca.org/php/news/junio07/junio2.php
http://www.laprensahn.com/ediciones/2007/06/20/wwf_y_palmeros_sellan_alianza_estrategica
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What are the goals of the Round Table for
Responsible Soy (RTRS) Principles and
Criteria development process?
The RTRS objectives include the development
of principles, criteria and indicators for respon-
sible soy production and processing. The goal
is to develop a set of baseline requirements that
define responsible production and early stages
of processing, that can be implemented by
committed producers, processors and traders
regardless of the size of operation or geogra-
phical location.

What is the process to achieve this goal?
The first phase was done at earlier round table
meetings, when key impacts of soy were identi-
fied. The second phase builds on these to fur-
ther develop the principles, criteria, and indica-
tors for responsible soy, and a draft verification
system. A working group, made up of a broad
range of stakeholders with an interest in soy,
will carry out this work.

How do you ensure that interests of all stakeholders in the
soy supply chain are taken into consideration?
The working group will be made up of individuals from a broad
range of stakeholders, including people who work in different
parts of the soy supply chain, and people with particular envi-
ronmental or social expertise. As members of the working
group they are expected to bring to the process the views of
the stakeholders they represent, and to actively engage with

them during the process. An important mecha-
nism is the use of stakeholder consultation
periods, during which any interested stakeholder
can submit comments or suggestions in respon-
se to the drafts developed by the working group.
There will be two of these periods, each at least
60 days long.

How do you see your role?
ProForest has been asked by the RTRS execu-
tive board to facilitate the development process
of the principles and criteria as well as the verifi-
cation system. In practice this means helping to
organize the process of forming a working group,
facilitating the face-to-face meetings of that
group, and supporting the RTRS in ensuring that
the process and outputs meet their requirements.

What are the next milestones in the process?
The RTRS executive board is just finalizing its
selection of the 18 people who will form the wor-
king group responsible for drafting a first version
of the criteria. The first meeting of this group is

scheduled to take place in late October in Brazil. Following
that a first draft document of Principles and Criteria for
responsible soy will be made available for stakeholder com-
ments over a period of 2 months.

Dawn Robinson (ProForest) is the coordinator of the RTRS
criteria development group.
Contact: Dawn@proforest.net

First draft of responsible soy criteria due by end of year

“The goal is to
develop a set of
baseline require-
ments that define
responsible soy

production”
Dawn Robinson
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The 5th Roundtable Meeting
on Sustainable Palm Oil
The 5th Roundtable Meeting on Sustainable Palm Oil (RT5) will
take place on 20-22 November 2007 in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia). The meeting will bring together RSPO members,
stakeholders and partners to review and discuss progress in
meeting the RSPO objectives. Participants at RT5 can expect
to see the latest developments as the RSPO is on the cusp of
delivering on its promises at RT3 in 2005 – putting sustainable
palm oil in the market.
One highlight of the RSPO RT5 will be the presentation of the
RSPO Certification System. After more than one and a half
years of development, the Verification Working Group (VWG)
will present recommendations for a scheme for certifying palm
oil production against the RSPO Principles & Criteria for
Sustainable Palm Oil Production (RSPO P&C) and clear gui-
dance to Certification Bodies on how to become accredited
(i.e. registered) as RSPO certifiers. The Certification System

has already been approved by the RSPO Executive Board and
trial or pilot audits using the draft system are currently under-
way. In addition, a document has been developed which de-
scribes a range of optional trading systems for certified palm oil.
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Another key activity at RT5 will be a presentation and discus-
sion of the review process for the P&C. The P&C were adop-
ted in November 2005 for an initial pilot implementation period
of two years. During this time, field tests of the principles and
criteria were undertaken with the aim of improving the indica-
tors and guidance, including guidance for application by
smallholders. Based on these experiences and the develop-
ment of draft national interpretations for several countries, a
review process is underway, which is facilitated by ProForest
and consists of a public consultation period and a physical
review meeting. All interested parties have the opportunity to
comment on the current document until 12 September 2007.
The comments will be used as input for the physical review
meeting on 8-10 October 2007 in Indonesia. The outcomes of
this review process will be presented at RT5.
Links: RT5, RSPO Certification Systems, Review of the P&C

International Conference on Oil Palm
and Environment (ICOPE) 2007
Scheduled for 15 - 16 November, the International Conference
on Oil Palm and Environment (ICOPE) 2007 will take place in
Bali (Indonesia). Sponsored by WWF-Indonesia, the confe-
rence will provide a forum for in-depth discussion on issues
pertaining to the environmental sustainability of palm oil pro-
duction.
Contact: icope@smart-tbk.com, icope_2007@yahoo.com

RSPO European Conference
On 9 October in Brussels, the RSPO will host a conference for
European stakeholders and RSPO members. The purpose of
the meeting is to update stakeholders on the achievements of
the RSPO in order to prepare for the production and trade in
RSPO certified sustainable palm oil. The conference will also
provide RSPO members with an opportunity to discuss the
direction of European policies and debate the way forward
with European politicians and policy makers.
RSPO members will receive an invitation for the conference
per email.
If you are not a member of RSPO and would like to have more
information on the program and possibilities to participate,
please contact the RSPO Secretary-General Andrew Ng
Contact: ang@rspo.org or info@vanmarwijkadvies.nl
Link: RSPO European Conference

WWF applauds new Body Shop
sustainable palm oil pledge
WWF applauds the pledge by The Body Shop International
to become the first global cosmetics and toiletries retailer to
introduce sustainable palm oil into the global beauty industry.
The company plans to source sustainably produced palm oil
from a plantation in Colombia owned by Daabon, a certified
organic producer that has been audited against the RSPO
Principles & Criteria for the Production of Sustainable Palm Oil.
The move is an important practical step by a global retailer
and will impact on some 14.5 million bars of soap sold each
year worldwide.
The Body Shop has maintained an active commitment to
sustainable palm oil for several years and has played a leading

role in the global Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO).
Peter Saunders, CEO of The Body Shop said: “The switch to
sustainable palm oil is a landmark step forward for The Body
Shop and a potentially groundbreaking development for the
whole cosmetics industry. Our ambition is for the majority of
the world’s palm oil production to be sustainable within the
next two to three years but this will not be achieved by The
Body Shop in isolation – our decision must inspire other busi-
nesses to join us.”
Matthias Diemer of WWF-Switzerland commented: "This is
the start of the growth of sustainable palm oil in the cosmetics
sector and we hope that many more companies will follow
suit. We also applaud the pioneering role The Body Shop has
taken in helping to formulate strong standards for sustainable
palm oil production through the RSPO."
Links: WWF News, 19 July 2007, Body Shop Press Release

WWF releases position paper
on biofuels in the EU
Biofuels for transport can help limit climate change. But their
production and use can also have massive environmental
consequences on other areas, such as water management,
deforestation or farming and food production. WWF’s
European position on the production and use of biofuels for
transport states that WWF will only support biofuels that are
environmentally and socially sustainable.
Download the position paper
Link: More information on biomass

WWF satellite tracking reveals
threats to Borneo pygmy elephants
A new WWF-Malaysia study tracking pygmy elephants by satel-
lite shows that the remaining herds of these endangered ele-
phants, which live only on the island of Borneo, are under threat
from forest fragmentation and loss of habitat. Large areas of
Borneo's forest are being rapidly cleared and replaced with plan-
tations of oil palm, rubber, and timber.
Borneo pygmy elephants depend for their survival on forests
situated on flat, low lands and in river valleys, the study found.
Unfortunately, it is also the type of terrain preferred for commer-
cial plantations. Over the past four decades, 40 per cent of the
forest cover of the Malaysian State of Sabah, on the northeast of
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http://www.rspo.org/5th_Roundtable_Meeting_(RT5)_on_Sustainable_Palm_Oil.aspx
http://www.rspo.org/resource_centre/RSPO%20certification%20systems.pdf
http://www.rspo.org/Review_of_RSPO_Principles_and_Criteria_for_Sustainable_Palm_Oil_Production.aspx
mailto:icope@smart-tbk.com
mailto:icope_2007@yahoo.com
mailto:ang@rspo.org
mailto:info@vanmarwijkadvies.nl
http://rspo.org/UPCOMING$$_RSPO_European_Conference,_9_October_2007,_Brussels.aspx
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/news/index.cfm?uNewsID=109780
http://www.thebodyshopinternational.com/Media+Centre/Press+Releases/Palm+Oil+Initiative.htm
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/europe/what_we_do/epo/index.cfm?uNewsID=79780
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/climate_change/solutions/energy_solutions/renewable_energy/biomass/index.cfm
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European Soy Newsletter
The Dutch NGO Both ENDS, on behalf of the Dutch Soy
Coalition, publishes an informal quarterly newsletter for
organizations working on the issue of soy. The aim of the
newsletter is to provide regular updates on the various strate-
gies and activities carried out in Europe with regard to soy, as
well as offer information on relevant upcoming events and
recent developments.
Contact: Tamara Mohr (Both ENDS), tm@bothends.org

Understanding the Soy Moratorium and
responsible soy production
The Brazilian Soybean Working Group (GTS), formed by corpo-
rations and civil society organizations, created the booklet
“Understanding the Soy Moratorium: Responsible Cultivation”.
The purpose of the booklet is to explain the Soy Moratorium,
disseminate environmental awareness among producers, and
highlight best agricultural practices.
In July 2006, ABIOVE (Brazilian Association of Vegetable Oil
Industries) and ANEC (National Cereal Exporters’ Association)

and their members committed to not
commercializing soy planted after
October 2006 in the Amazon Biome. This
initiative will last for two years and seeks
to reconcile environmental preservation
with economic development through the
responsible and sustainable use of
Brazil’s natural resources, while at the
same time meeting the demand for
sustainable products from Brazilian and
overseas consumers.

Download the booklet
Link: The Soy Moratorium

M E D I A R E V I E W
Palm oil boom threatens orangutan, jungle
USA Today, 1 September 2007
Environmentalists say that despite government claims pristine
jungles are escaping the effects of the "green solution" to the
energy crunch, the oil palm boom is threatening the survival of
animals like the endangered orangutan and turning the coun-
try into a major global warming contributor.
Read the article

Papua forests at risk
The Jakarta Post, 22 August 2007
Papua is home to 10 per cent of the world's remaining intact
forest landscape, but 2 per cent of that is at risk of being con-
verted into palm oil plantations, according to Greenpeace.
Read the article

Palm oil demand puts orangutans at risk
United Press International, 14 August 2007
The growing demand for biodiesel fuel from palm oil threatens
the survival of the orangutans of Borneo, the largest surviving
population of the primate in the wild.
Read the article

Sustainability ‘key’ among
progressive companies
The Jakarta Post, 8 August 2007
Companies are beginning to more seriously examine their atti-
tudes and practices related to sustainability and the progressive
ones have taken the lead. There is a growing movement of multi-
stakeholder bodies which can help in the development of basic
principles, criteria and sustainability benchmarks. The Round-
table on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) is one such relevant body.
Read the article

Aceh war blessing in disguise
for orangutans
Reuters News Service, 7 August 2007
War in Indonesia's Aceh province has been a blessing in dis-
guise for the orangutan, preventing logging firms and palm oil
estates from entering one of the world's richest expanses of
rainforest.
Read the article

Losing land to palm oil in Kalimantan
BBC, 3 August 2007
In West Kalimantan, the land rights of local communities and
indigenous groups come head to head with new concessions
given to palm oil companies.
Read the article

Indonesia sees slower palm oil expansion
from 2010
Reuters News Service, 31 July 2007
Indonesia expects palm oil output to grow sharply in the next two
years but stricter forest protection may then slow expansion.
Read the article

Community raises cry against
deforestation
The Jakarta Post, 31 July 2007
Kalimantan is home to 10 million people, and most belong to the
traditional Dayak tribes, or orang gunung (mountain people).
Many Dayaks feel a strong spiritual connection to the rainforest,
on which they depend for food and medicine and cultivate rice
and fruit on a small scale. In recent decades, much of their rain-
forest has been cleared for logging and oil palm plantations.
Read the article

Borneo – where most of pygmy elephants are – has been lost to
logging, conversion for plantations and human settlement.
While pygmy elephants can live in logged and secondary
forests, it is crucial that their remaining habitat is managed
sustainably and not converted into plantations, WWF says.
Logging in elephant habitat should only take place if there is a
long-term forest management plan in place, and oil palm plan-
tations should be established on degraded, non-forested land
devoid of elephants and orang-utans.
Link: WWF News, 9 August 2007
Download the report

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/asia_pacific/index.cfm?uNewsID=110720
http://assets.panda.org/downloads/stpe_1wwf.pdf
mailto:tm@bothends.org
http://www.abiove.com.br/english/sustent/ms_cprodutor_24jul07_us.pdf
http://www.abiove.com.br/english/ss_moratoria_us.html
http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/2007-09-01-palmoil_N.htm
http://www.asia-pacific-action.org/news/jp_papuaforestsatriskngo_220807.htm
http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/Science/2007/08/14/palm_oil_demand_puts_orangutans_at_risk/7574/
http://www.thejakartapost.com/yesterdaydetail.asp?fileid=20070808.R01
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43488/story.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6927890.stm
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/43374/story.htm
http://www.savetheorangutan.co.uk/?p=486
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Big bucks behind forest blaze, haze
Inter Press Service, 13 July 2007
Experts predict that Indonesian and Malaysian plans to pre-
vent or fight forest fires will not work because both countries
have powerful commercial interests to turn Indonesian forests
into plantations for oil palm which currently enjoys a historical-
ly all-time high of 700 US dollars a tonne.
Read the article

Palm Oil Firms
Burning Indonesia Forests – Greenpeace
Reuters News Service, 13 July 2007
According to Greenpeace, palm oil companies are burning
peat forests to clear land for plantations in Indonesia's Riau
province, despite government pledges to end forest fires. A
Greenpeace video showed swathes of burnt peat forests with
tiny patches still on fire.
Forest fires are an annual menace for Indonesia and the coun-
try's neighbours. Apart from the health risks to millions of people
and damage to the environment, the smoke also releases large
amounts of carbon dioxide, fuelling global warming. A World
Bank and British government sponsored report placed
Indonesia as the globe’s third largest greenhouse gas emitter.
Read the article

Certified sustainable palm oil
available by year end
Dowjones Newswires, 26 June 2007
Within this year, a certification system for sustainable palm oil
is expected to be finalized. "There is a lot of pressure for this
system to be in place," said Andrew Ng, secretary-general of
the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), which is
developing the certification system.
Read the article

TNKS forest illegally converted
into coffee and oil palm estates
Antara News , 26 June 2007
Residents have started turning Seblat National Park (TNKS)
forested land in Jambi province (Indonesia) into coffee, oil
palm, rice and corn plantations.
Read the article

This was once a forest
The Straits Times, 23 June 2007
A reporter visits Kalimantan, Indonesia and takes an in-depth

look at how forests are being cleared to make space for oil
palm plantations, driving deforestation and climate change.
Read the article (subscribers only)

Haze in two weeks' time?
Todayonline.com, 20 June 2007
With two weeks left to the dry season, farmers in the
Indonesian Province of Riau are preparing to clear their lands
using the inexpensive slash-and-burn method — inevitably
leading to forest fires — again. Fitrian Ardiansyah, programme
director of climate and energy for WWF-Indonesia, believes
Indonesia's commitment to reduce the number of hotspots by
50 per cent this year is a "big challenge".
Read the article

Singapore submits haze masterplan
to Indonesia
Xinhua, 15 June 2007
The Singapore government has submitted a masterplan to
Indonesia on how to fight the haze problem, in advance of the
third Ministerial Committee Meeting on haze. Various initia-
tives covered under the masterplan include helping the Jambi
province tackle and prevent forest fires.
Read the article

A green policy for Aceh
The Jakarta Post, 14 June 2007
On 6 June, the governor of the Indonesian province of Aceh
declared a moratorium on logging as part of efforts to develop
a new long-term forest management strategy. With the ope-
ning of more palm oil and other plantations, as well as explo-
rations and exploitations of natural resources, a comprehensi-
ve environmental policy is urgently needed.
Read the article

Amazon rainforest at a tipping point – but
globalization could help save it
mongabay.com, 4 June 2007
Dr. Daniel Nepstad is one of the world's foremost experts on
the Amazon rainforest and also a member of the Executive
Board of the Round Table on Responsible Soy. In an interview
he states that the Amazon is presently at a point where there
are unparalleled risks and opportunities. While he's hopeful
about some of the trends, he knows the Amazon faces difficult
and immediate challenges.
Read the interview

The Forest Conversion News is edited
by WWF International.
All issues of the Forest Conversion News
can be downloaded at
http://www.panda.org/forests/conversion
(click on Publications)
Free subscription: info.conversion@wwf.ch

WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s
natural environment and to build a future in which humans
live in harmony with nature, by:
• conserving the world’s biological diversity
• ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable
• promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=43070&newsdate=13-Jul-2007
http://northamerica.croklaan.com/News_events/News/CertifiedSustainablePalmOilAvailableByYrEnd.asp
http://www.antara.co.id/en/print/?id=1182794438
http://sphreg.asiaone.com/RegAuth2/stpLogin.html?goto=http://sphauth.asiaone.com:80%2Famserver%2Fcdcservlet%3FTARGET%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.straitstimes.com%253A80%252FSaturday%252BSpecial%252BReport%252FStory%252FSTIStory_133291.html%253FsunwMethod%253DGET%26RequestID%3D7324%26MajorVersion%3D1%26MinorVersion%3D0%26ProviderID%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.straitstimes.com%253A80%252Famagent%26IssueInstant%3D2007-08-13T18%253A00%253A10Z
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/283326/1/.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/282194/1/.html
http://lists.topica.com/lists/aceh-list/read/message.html?sort=a&mid=1721046685
http://news.mongabay.com/2007/0604-nepstad_interview.html
http://panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/publications/index.cfm
mailto:info.conversion@wwf.ch



