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Project Objectives

Introduction/Background

It is well known that Southern Madagascar is home to some of the most unique
biodiversity and dry forest habitats in the world, with extremely high levels of
local endemism, thus making it a high priority for conservation efforts. What is
not unique is the threats to the biodiversity and natural habitats from evolving
unsustainable use of natural resources as the population increases; local
farmers change their livelihood strategies from subsistence farming to cash
crops following national and global markets trends; and increasing demand
from urban areas for fuel wood. The Population-Health-Environment Project
(PHE) initiated by WWF and NGO partner Action Santé Organisation Secours
(ASOS) is a key component and social approach of the larger Dry Forest
Ecoregion Program catalyzed by WWF with a diversity of regional partners.

Thus, The program aims at promoting sustainable conservation of biodiversity in pilot sites surrounded to targeted
priority areas of the Spiny Forest Ecoregion by addressing identified population threats.

To fulfill this long term goal, it tries to contribute to the reduction of biodiversity loss through promotion of
awareness, attitudes and behaviors that are positive to the natural environment and that are specifically related to
the ability and motivation of people to take part in conservation; population growth; and sustainable use of natural
resources. It is to be noticed that short term achievements are expected to contribute to mid and long term impacts.

Project description

WWEF and ASOS work together to carry out and follow up the

related activities. WWF takes care of the promotion of rational and
sustainable management system of natural resources and sensitizes
local communities on the environment of the intervention area. ASOS
deals with the promotion of reproductive health, local structuring and
integration of PHE aspects. Not only did WWF and ASOS agents
organize cross-training, so as to be able to internalize and adequately
spread the integrated messages, but also they provided capacity
reinforcements to the communities so that they become long-term
owners and stakeholders in the PHE project.

WWE/ASOS conducted integrated activities through a participative

approach such as

- Promotion of Family Planning and basic health care

- Promotion of income generating activities (IGA)

- Promotion of tree planting, Community based natural resources
management (CNRBM), fight against fire, community self-rules for
a better forest management and use
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