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Dr. Jillian Bowling Shlaepfer, Conservation Director, WWF UK 
Since 2004, Dr. Bowling was been responsible for the management of all international work at WWF UK. Previously deputy of forestry for WWF International where she focused on forest restoration, fire and protected areas. 

Born in Sydney, Australia, Dr. Bowling graduated with honors in Zoology, and a PhD in human sciences from Australian National University. She worked in the Australian Public Service, the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet from 1988 to 1989 when she moved to Oregon where she became the director of state forest lands and faced the challenge of providing habitat for the endangered northern spotted owl while also providing revenues to local governments from timber harvesting. 

In 1997 Dr. Bowling moved to Switzerland and served for 5 years as the director of the global forest program for the International Federation of Building and Wood Workers, and international federation of more than 300 trade unions from the construction, wood and forest sectors where she rallied members to engage in sustainable use of the environment. 

While educated in Australia Jill had dual Swiss and Australian nationality. She was married to Rodolph Shlaepfer and had permanent residence in Switzerland. 

Jillian Bowling Schlaepfer Scholarship
In honor of Jillian Bowling Schlaepfer and her life-long commitment to conservation, WWF has established a memorial scholarship fund that will provide financial assistance to students from Nepal who are currently employed in or intend to pursue careers in nature conservation. Recognizing the tremendous loss of leadership with Jill’s untimely and tragic death, through this fund WWF will help build a new generation of conservation leaders to take on the many challenges facing Nepal in preserving its rich natural heritage.

To encourage bright and promising students from Nepal to continue or pursue careers in nature conservation, each year WWF will award one scholarship, in the name of Jillian Bowling Schlaepfer who would like to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Forestry program at the Institute of Forestry (IOF), Pokhara.
Benefits

The scholarship recipient will receive $7,800 over a period of 4 years to cover tuition, field equipment and field tour fees, living expenses, books and supplies, and thesis research costs while pursuing a BSc forestry degree at IOF, Pokhara. Scholars will also have the opportunity to interact with WWF staff on conservation projects in Nepal.
Eligibility 
Nepali citizens from ethnic/indigenous minority and/or Dalit groups who will sit for the BSc entrance exams at IOF, Pokhara are eligible to apply. 
Selection

Bowling Schlaepfer Memorial scholar is selected through a competitive, merit-based process. A selection committee is convened to review all eligible applications, interview candidates, and select a pool of finalists after the entrance examination at IOF. Finalists are chosen based on the following criteria:
Criteria:

· Only applicants who pass the IOF Pokhara entrance exams will be considered for this scholarship.
· Applicants will be judged on their academic achievement (SLC & TCL/10+2 or equivalent results) and motivation and commitment to conservation in Nepal and performance during the personal interview.
· Preference will be given to applicants from regions where WWF has active field projects.
Note: Proof of certification on ethnic/indigenous/minority/dalit status from concerned authority is required at the time of application.
An independent selection committee will review all eligible applications and select the person who best fulfills these requirements as the winner of the Jill Bowling Schlaepfer Memorial Scholarship.

Application Instructions
Please be sure to follow all steps below when applying for a WWF Memorial Scholarship. 

· Complete all pages of the application form.
· Type or write your name at the top right corner of each page of the application form.
· Sign the "Applicant Agreement" page (Section IV of the application).
· Do NOT staple your application form.
· Print and send your application along with two letters of recommendation, your academic transcripts, and examination scores to the address below by December 15, 2009.
A complete application consists of several documents. Be sure to include all of the following with your application to ensure you will be considered for a scholarship.
1. A completed and signed application form

2. Two letters of recommendation from teachers, employers, community leaders, etc. Recommendations from relatives will not be accepted.
3. A copy of your most recent academic transcripts.
Please send your application no later than December 15, 2009 to:

WWF Jill Bowling Schlaepfer Memorial Scholarships
WWF Nepal Programme Office 
Baluwatar

Kathmandu

Post Box 7660

Kathmandu

 

Jillian Bowling Schlaepfer Memorial Scholarship
2008 APPLICATION FORM

I. Personal Information

1. Your name as it appears in official documents:       
2. Family name/surname:       
3. Given name:       
4. Date of birth (day/month/year):       
5. Nationality:       
6. Contact information where you would like to receive correspondence regarding your application:

Full street address:       
City, state or province, and post code:       
Country:       
Telephone:       
Email address:       
7. Native language(s):       
8. Parents’ current occupations:
Father:
     


Mother:       
II. Education and Activities
9. Name and location of your high school:       
10. List any awards you have received.       
11. List any volunteer or extra-curricular activities in which you have participated in the past four years.       

12. If you are currently employed, please give your place of employment and your job title. Describe your job responsibilities.       
III. Essays

13.
Briefly describe your academic and career goals. How will your studies contribute to your professional goals?
      
14. How did you become interested in nature conservation? Why is it important to you?
      
15.
Choose an environmental problem facing Nepal today and why you believe it is important. What can be done to solve this problem?
      
IV. Applicant Agreement

Please sign and submit this page with your application
Personal Service Agreement
"WWF requires all award recipients to work for two years in their home countries upon completion of their WWF-supported degree to advance conservation. Two years of service in volunteer, full-time, or part-time employment in home country qualify for fulfillment of this personal service agreement. This service requirement may be deferred if the award recipient pursues further education beyond the degree for which the scholarship is awarded. 
I understand that if I am awarded and accept a scholarship from WWF, I will incur a two-year service requirement in Nepal as stated above.

____________________________________ __________________

Signature 






Date

Applicant Acceptance Agreement

If awarded a WWF Memorial Scholarship, I agree to keep WWF informed of my contact information and academic progress, and to prepare the required reports after the award period, as may be requested.  I understand that if I fail to maintain satisfactory academic progress or if my conduct is considered prejudicial to the best interests of WWF, my award may be withdrawn and payments terminated.  I agree, upon acceptance of WWF Memorial Scholarship, to allow my name to be published in association with this program and any related sponsors.

I affirm that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all of my statements made in this application and to WWF staff are true and made in good faith.

_______________________________________________ __________________

Signature 






Date


