
 

  

 

 In 2011 the IATTC prohibited retaining on board, transhipping, landing, storing, selling, or offering for sale any 

part or whole carcass of whitetip sharks in the Eastern Pacific Ocean fisheries and required that vessels 

promptly release them unharmed.  

 IATTC adopted in 2013 a resolution requiring the collection and analysis of specific data of Fish Aggregating 

Devices (FADs). This will allow scientists to perform comprehensive analysis to improve the management of 

certain stocks of tunas (bigeye for example that is mostly caught incidentally using these devices).  

 IATTC has 100% observer coverage for super purse seiners, and in 2011 adopted a resolution to begin to cover 

5% of the fishing effort of the longline fleet of more than 20 m in length that operates in the region.  

 In 2013, the IATTC banned the activity of setting (encircling) nets around alive whale sharks (this measure 

came into force in July 2014). 

 A positive outcome of the 2014 meeting was the approval of mandatory IMO (International Maritime 

Organization) numbers for all purse seiners and long liners greater than 20m in length operating in the 

Convention area to monitor and control existing fishing capacity. Another step in the right direction was that 

IATTC did adopt the much needed changes to its VMS measure. This will help support conservation measures 

adopted in the Convention area.  

The IATTC is responsible for the conservation and management of tuna and other marine resources in the Eastern 

Pacific Ocean. The members of the IATTC are: Belize, Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 

European Union, France, Guatemala, Japan, Kiribati, Korea, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Chinese Taipei, United 

States, Vanuatu, Venezuela. 

For more information: Pablo Guerrero, Eastern Pacific Ocean Tuna Coordinator, WWF-Smart Fishing Initiative 

pablo.guerrero@wwf.org.ec. 
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WWF POSITION  

 IOTC member states agreed on the adoption of important measures for the management of tuna fisheries and 

other vulnerable species such as whitetip sharks: they are not to be retained and will need to be released 

unharmed if possible, whilst purse seiners can no longer set around whale sharks and cetaceans.   

 Adoption of resolutions requiring the use of the precautionary principle in fisheries management and setting 

interim reference points.  

 WWF has also been focused on encouraging the Commission to take measures towards the development of 

harvest control rules including adoption of a resolution requiring a series of annual workshops supporting this 

process. 

The IOTC has 31 members and is responsible for the conservation and management of tuna and other marine resources 

in the Indian Ocean. 

For more information: Wetjens Dimmlich, Indian Ocean Tuna Programme Manager, WWF-Smart Fishing Initiative 

wdimmlich@wwf.panda.org. 

 The WCPFC prohibited all member states from retaining on board, transhipping, storing on a fishing vessel, or 

landing any oceanic whitetip shark or silky shark, in whole or in part, and also to release those sharks caught as 

soon as possible after they are brought alongside the vessel, and in a manner that minimises harm to the shark. 

 The WCPFC prohibited vessels from setting a purse seine on a school of tuna associated with a whale shark 

and, if the whale shark is accidentally encircled, ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to ensure its safe 

release and report the incident to the relevant authority, including the condition of the shark when released. 

 The WCPFC agreed to move forward with the U.S. proposal to implement Unique Vessel Identifiers (UVIs) in 

the WCPO, taking a substantial step toward improving the ability of the WCPFC and FFA to address IUU 

fishing in the region. 

 Conservation measures for seabirds presented by the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and 

Petrels (ACAP) through the New Zealand delegation and supported by WWF were approved. Member states are 

required, to the greatest extent practical, to implement the International Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental 

Catches of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries if they have not already done so. 

The WCPFC is responsible for the conservation and management of tuna and other marine resources in the Western 

and Central Pacific Ocean. The members of the WCPFC are: Australia, Canada, China, Cook Islands, European 

Community, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, France, Japan, Kiribati, Korea, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, 

Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Chinese Taipei, Tonga, Tuvalu, United States of 

America, Vanuatu. 

For more information: Alfred Cook, Western Central Pacific Ocean Tuna Programme Manager, WWF Smart Fishing 

Initiative acook@wwf.panda.org. 
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