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Pushing for responsible soy production

 -- WWF and the 4th Annual RTRS meeting --

Campinas, Brazil: The following background document includes information for media about WWF’s role and stance in the 4th Annual Round Table on Responsible Soy (RTRS), which runs 26-27 May, 2009, followed by the annual General Assembly of members on May 28.

Most importantly this year, the RTRS General Assembly will discuss and consider adopting a set of Principles & Criteria to guide the production of responsible soy, which represents the culmination of several years of work by the RTRS and could signal a major move forward in addressing environmental and social concerns that have surrounded soy production.

WWF is working within the RTRS to ensure that those standards contain strong criteria for the protection of biodiversity and address other environmental and social concerns engendered by the indiscriminate expansion of soy production.

This backgrounder includes:

· A primer on the impacts of soy production and the creation of the RTRS

· A brief look at the RTRS 4 agenda

· Overviews of WWF positions in Q&A format on RTRS-related issues, including GMOs

· Useful links to additional WWF information on soy production and its impacts
· Media contacts and general information about WWF
WWF and the RTRS – Offsetting impacts of soy as demand balloons

Expanding soy production has led to the dramatic loss of natural habitats, especially forests and savannahs, in South America. The expansion of soy production also threatens the livelihoods of forest dependent people. Soy fields have already replaced much of Brazil's savannahs - the Cerrado – and are spreading into the Amazon. Agriculture contributed to the disappearance of most of the Atlantic Forest in southern Brazil and eastern Paraguay in the 1970s and 1980s – a scenario that could be repeated in other regions as the global demand for soy grows. 

Meanwhile, arable land in China and the US --  two major soy producing countries -- is becoming scarce, which means that future demand for soy will increasingly have to be met by other producers such as Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay. Recently, additional demand also has originated from the bioenergy sector, which has identified soy as an alternative to fossil fuels for transport and energy, and by shortages of other edible oils used for food and fuel (such as rapeseed oil).

Because of these threats to the environment, WWF helped found The Round Table on Responsible Soy in 2005 as a forum for everyone affected by and involved with soy cultivation to dialogue and move forward to find shared solutions for responsible soy production, including the development of criteria for the responsible production and sourcing of soy. 

So far, developments at the last three RTRS meetings have included:

· The first RTRS conference was held in March 2005 in Brazil and successfully brought together 200 participants, including industry interests, civil organizations and government agencies. They agreed to continue the roundtable process with the aim of finding solutions to reduce the negative impact of soy.
· The second RTRS conference and General Assembly took place in 2006 in Paraguay. Organizers developed a formal structure for the RTRS and initiated the criteria development process.

· The third RTRS conference took place in April 2008 in Buenos Aires, during which the RTRS Executive Board committed to delivering the final draft of RTRS Principles & Criteria by their next meeting.

Since that first meeting in 2005, the RTRS has expanded to now include more than 90 members, encompassing major private interests in the soy industry, smallholder farmers, feed mill operators, traders, retailers and social and environmental organizations. WWF continues to be actively involved in the RTRS and a representative from WWF Brazil sits on the RTRS Executive Board.

Ultimately, WWF believes that criteria adopted through the RTRS toward responsible soy production should include requirements to halt conversion of areas with high conservation value, to promote best management practices, to ensure fair working conditions, and to respect land tenure claims. In addition, we believe that these criteria should be implemented as standard practices with as many soy producers as possible to improve mainstream soy production worldwide.

RTRS 4 – Taking the next step

This time around, the RTRS will:

· Review and vote on the final Principals and Criteria and Code of Conduct

· Discuss the system and chain of custody needed to verify compliance with the principals and criteria for more responsible soy production

· Consider creating a compensation structure to encourage producers to conserve areas of “high conservation value”

· Discuss how to finance producer efforts to achieve RTRS certification

WWF staff slated to give presentations during the meeting include Cassio Moreira of WWF Brazil and Jason Clay of WWF US. 

For more information about the meeting agenda, visit www.responsiblesoyconference2009.com
The WWF stance on GMOs and criticism from other NGOs

To clarify WWF’s stance on issues related to its participation in the RTRS, you will find below answers to some frequently asked questions:

Does WWF support genetically modified soy?

No. WWF ‘s position towards the application of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) such as GM or GE soy demands a strong precautionary approach. WWF believes that GMOs should not be used until ecological and social interactions are fully researched and safeguards put in place. To this end, WWF will support moratoria on the use and release of GMOs in crops until risks identified are acceptably low and safeguards put in place. However, field cultivation of GM soy is already a reality. One recent study estimates that GMO soy represents 70% of the world’s soy production. This includes 95% of the Argentina production, 92% of the US and 62% of Brazil. If conversion of high conservation value areas, protected areas and unsustainable social development are to be curbed effectively, WWF has to engage with key soy producers, regardless of production system, be it conventional, organic, GMO, zero tillage, zero burning, crop rotation or other. Engaging in a dialogue with GM soy producers does not mean supporting GM soy. 
Find WWF's position on GMO at:

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/gmospositionpaperwwfinternational1999.pdf
What is WWF’s position on the RTRS and GM and non-GM soy?

WWF is maintaining a neutral position on the application of the RTRS criteria to production of soy using GM technology. WWF has convened or co-convened nearly a dozen roundtables for agriculture and aquaculture over the past few years. A key result of each of these roundtables has been, first and foremost, a science-based agreement on the key impacts of producing a given product. Once consensus about impacts has been achieved, the role of each roundtable has been to identify existing global performance benchmarks relating to the key impacts and define what level of impacts should be acceptable under the standards being developed. Each of these groups has been “technology neutral” meaning that they are agnostic about the practices and technologies being used to produce the product so long as those practices or technologies do not create other unintended consequences. As such organic, IPM, no-till, GM, non-GM, IPM or any combination of the above could be used to achieve the desired results.

What is WWF doing to promote GM-free Soy?

WWF will explore and promote options for identifying and labeling RTRS soy that is non-GM. Options include an optional protocol within RTRS for those who want to verify that soy is non-GM or use of systems already operating in some national markets to identify non-GM products. WWF worked with other stakeholders to develop the Basel Criteria.  Some WWF National Offices continue to promote Basel Criteria as a credible standard for those companies that need to assure their buyers that their soy is GM free. In many

countries, WWF supports national legislation that promotes GM-free soy for food and feed.
What is WWF’s response to the recent campaigns by anti-GM NGOs which ask WWF to withdraw from the RTRS because it includes GM soy?

If the RTRS principles and criteria included a prohibition on the use of GMs, their potential application would be restricted to the limited proportion of global production (estimated at 30%) that is GM-free. This would limit the potential of the RTRS to address impacts of GM soy production, such as forest conversion, habitat loss, soil degradation, water use and pesticide use. For this reason, WWF believes that the RTRS criteria should apply to all production technologies, including use of GM soy. WWF has a history of promoting non-GMO soy, as evidenced by its development and promotion of the Basel Criteria for Responsible Soy (a scheme that was developed in advance of the RTRS), and it will continue to do so.

See WWF’s Reactive Statement in response to campaigning anti-RTRS NGOs:

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/conservation/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/?156602/Involvement-in-the-RTRS-GM-Soy-Industry
What is WWF’s stand on the use of soy oil as a biofuel?

WWF’s position is that soy for any use – food, non-food, or energy - should be produced in accordance with the RTRS principles and criteria (when operational), and until then, the Basel Criteria.  WWF believes that biofuels have a role to play in providing sustainable energy for the future as they can contribute to a reduction of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) provided the commodity in question, in this case soy oil, is produced in accordance with broadly agreed criteria for sustainable production and the life cycle of the commodity has a significantly positive GHG balance (including GHG emissions associated with land clearing to establish the crop fields). The expansion in the production and processing of biofuels must be managed with great care, taking into account wider environmental concerns, including biodiversity, water, soil, landscapes, and social aspects. WWF is watching the current trend toward the use of soy as a biofuel with great concern, as there is a risk that this could provide incentives for soy plantations to expand into unsuitable areas with high conservation values. We also recognize that an increase in soy production for biofuels may have wider sustainability impacts like displacement and in particular food-fuel conflicts, and that governments as well

as companies need to urgently address these issues.
Additional useful WWF information on soy:
RTRS 4 website:

www.responsiblesoy.org
WWF fact sheet on the impacts of soy:

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/factsheet_soy_eng.pdf
“Managing the Soy Boom”:

http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/publications/index.cfm?uNewsID=83220
See WWF’s Position Paper on Bioenergy:

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_position_paper_on_bioenergy_291107.pdf
WWF Factsheet on Soy and the Basel Criteria:

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/factsheet_soy_eng.pdf
WWF’s Reactive Statement in response to campaigning anti-RTRS NGOs:

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/conservation/forests/our_solutions/responsible_forestry/forest_conversion_agriculture/?156602/Involvement-in-the-RTRS-GM-Soy-Industry
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About WWF
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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