
 
 

 
 

Report from the project “Land of Snowleopard”(ESD component) 
 Follow-up training for pilot school teachers (November 24-28th, 2008) 

 
L.Altantsetseg 

Altai Sayan field office, WWF Mongolia 
 
The training was conducted for whole school teachers of 4 pilot schools of Zereg, 
Darvi, Mankhan and Chandmani sum through 24th-28th of November.  
 
The training was conducted jointly by B.Battsetseg(MNU), B.Sainsanaa(Khovd 
aimag Edu dep), and L.Altantsetseg(WWF). 
 
The aim of the follow-up training was to improve teachers’ knowledge and skills 
for integrating ESD into simple lesson curriculum.  
 
Basically the training focused on the followings. Here, 

• analysis of lesson curricula.  
• exercises concerned on the interests and values of different groups 

which is an important issue  in teaching ESD 
• exercises on how to integrate SD issues into elementary class 

curriculum (an example of teaching a topic Apple) 
• follow-up activities concerned to the handbooks provided during 

previous training (Testing ESD (Earth charter) in the classroom etc.)  
• small-scale business initiatives by students at Mankhan and 

Chandmani schools  
 
1. At the end of previous seminar teachers of the pilot schools decided to 
develop curricula by teams and test them at lessons and send it to the project 
team by the end of October. The themes were locally facing problems.  
 
Thus one of the purpose of the second seminar-training was to improve those 
curricula. Before Battsetseg and Sainsanaa gave their comment and advice on 
the curricula for improvement, the teachers were asked to make analysis on the 
curricula themselves. At each school teachers worked on their own curricula 
again and discussed.  
 
The most successfully developed curriculum was from Zereg school. The school 
managers organized a small competition among teachers. They devided 
teachers into groups and each group chose different problems. The best 
curriculum was about a mineral water spring which is only one of two springs in 
Mongolia that come from sand. The specific of this lesson was that it focused 
mostly on developing students’ critical thinking skill.  
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Other curriculas were mostly informative and fact-based. They include different 
scientific facts at one lesson that build students’ cognitive competence. Teachers 
mostly focus on word integration. To build other competences (creative etc.) for 
ESD more cooperation of teachers and more wide approach is needed. So 
Battsetseg and Sainsanaa mentioned it in their comment and the exercises of 
this seminar were focused on it.  
 
2.  Another purpose was to evaluate how useful the handbooks can be in reality, 
to clarify the facing difficulties when teachers use them and to consider for further 
materials if needs.  
 
We have discussed with teachers how they have been using handbooks in their 
subjects since last seminar and figured out that only some of the teachers (at 
each school there was same situation) had read and tested at few lessons and 
most said nothing.  
 
So we did small exercises on how to use Earth charter handbook and asked 
teachers to study it carefully again until the third seminar because this handbook 
can help teachers to understand Sustainable development and teach it in the 
classroom.    
 
3. To link RD and ESD issues and test it at Mankhan and Chandmani sum school 
was one of the main objectives of Land of Snowleopard Project. In conjunction 
with this objective there are several activities are planned one of which is to 
support youth entrepreneurship projects.  
 
At first seminar Staffan gave information to teachers of Chandmani and Mankhan 
school about how to run successful business. The purpose was to have teachers 
and students practice what is sustainable livelihood or development through 
youth entrepreneurship. 
 
So during this seminar we met teachers and students of both schools and were 
interested if there occured any interest for small scale business.  
 
A.Mankhan sum: There is a group of students (9th grade) who want to run wool 
processing business together with a technology teacher. They showed us what 
they had done: wool slippers and socks of different size, cotton bags for 
shopping which is made of old clothes, ropes made of plastic bag waste. Their 
goal is not only to develop themselves through business, but also to make people 
aware about reusing waste and sustainable livelihood. 
  
The technology teacher, Mrs.Tomorchodor, said that she had showed her 
students’ works and talked to the head of kindergarten about providing children 
with wool slippers. The head was very positive and hopes on their cooperation in 
the future.  
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B.Chandmani sum: Students of upper grade were told about small scale 
business opportunity. Some boys have an idea of making garbage cans. A girl 
wants to teach group of students how to make souvenuers using paper waste 
(sweet cover, colorful papers etc) and run small business with them.  
 
4. On November 24th we met Mr.Khash-Erdene, head of Education department, 
and discussed about the project. He expressed that WWF Mongolia is supporting 
new trend at Mongolian education system for many years and its ESD projects 
are bringing a lot of significance. He also said that Mrs.Sainsanaa was in 
previous project and is almost expert in ESD among Education department 
methodologists. So he hopes that she will be more responsible and can show big 
support to successful implementation of the project while she is representing 
Aimag Education Department.  
  
Follow-up activities:  

1. Teachers and leaders of the pilot schools will do the following activities 
until the next seminar 

• To improve their curricula based on the analysis by themselves and 
project team and send by the end of December to the team. The purpose 
is to share these curricula with other teachers of Mongolia through Green 
school newsletter and alsdo they can be published as a handbook. 
Responsible: all teachers 

• To develop a curriculum on theme of Snowleopard and its conservation. 
This curriculum aims to touch all aspects (ecological, cultural and 
economical) that are concerned with this species. It’s not an hour or two 
hour lesson curriculum. It can be taught through several hours and is like 
a program or theme plan. Responsible: school managers and leaders of 
teachers’ unit  

• To be in touch with Mrs.Sainsanaa every month and share information 
about what is done in that month in a school. Responsible: school 
managers 

• To develop school plan for ESD until June of 2009 which can include 
indoor and outdoor educating activities. Responsible: school managers 
and leaders of teachers’ unit 

 
2. For small-scale business initiatives the following activity is going to be 

done. 
• Ms.Baigalmaa, RD officer of WWF, is going to meet the teachers and 

students who have business ideas and conduct training about sustainable 
livelihood (business) in December visiting both schools.  

 
3. The following activities were offered by the project team as a content of 

the next seminar 
• Mrs.Sainsanaa had an idea of having example lessons during next 

seminar. She meant that Ms.Battsetseg (physics) and Mrs.Sainsanaa 
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(chemistry) both will prepare a lesson and teach. The content of the 
lesson will not be chosen specifically, it’ll be scheduled theme of the 
subjects for upper grade. So the teachers will do analysis on the lessons 
and see possibilities and difficulties of teaching ESD.  

• The curriculum on biodiversity (Snowleopard and its conservation) 
developed by teachers will be analysed; lectures and discussion about 
biodiversity conservation can be held with help of a local ranger.   

• Next seminar should focus on how to integrate ESD aspects in upper 
grade classroom. During last seminar most activities and exercises 
suggested methodologies used in elementary classroom.    
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