The Sustainable Tourism business in river basins of  Onon Balj rivers, Eastern Mongolia was discussed in March 08 local community consultation. Binder soum, Khentii aimag, March 05,2008.
The Onon-Balj National Park and the river basin area of Onon and Balj rivers are the highest conservation value areas as it is a part of the Greater Amur-Heilong Eco-region where the world’s longest free-flowing Amur river originates.

Not only picturesque natural scenery, but its life-sustaining service to ecosystem and local communities living in the area make the Onon Balj park unique in terms of its conservation value: with lush green forests occupying 40% of the region that supports ecological integrity for globally important fresh water courses such as Amur Heilong river and hosting a community of biodiversity with 51 mammal species, 223 bird species and 23 fish species registered. Recent popularity of the area among tourism community adds to the list of opportunities and benefits that could be gained from the area that needs to be managed with care and professionalism. Taimen is one the endangered species from the basin who attracts fly-fishing tourists from around the world.

In relation to managing sustainably the resource base in the area, the local community consultation with tourism companies was undertaken in Binder soum, Khentii province, which WWF Mongolia attended in the capacity of the observer. 

The participants discussed the opportunities for setting up the Joint River Basin Council for Onon and Balj river basin and discussed some points to be integrated into drafting of the MoU with Tourist companies regulating their activities in the basin area. The consultation meeting has provided the local communities to get better informed on the provision of the Integrated River Basin Management concept and its practical application. 
