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SWITCH OFF FOR EARTH HOUR AND BEYOND
On March 26 at 8.30 pm, millions of 

people across the world will switch off 
their lights for one hour and pledge their 
support for Earth Hour. Earth Hour is a 
global campaign encouraging individuals, 
businesses and governments to protect and 
take positive actions for the environment. 

From its inception as a single-city initiative 
in 2007, Earth Hour has grown into a 
worldwide sustainability movement where 
hundreds of millions of people from every 
continent will come together to acknowledge 
the importance of protecting our planet and 
celebrating that commitment. 

Last year, 4616 cities and towns across 
128 countries have switched off for Earth 
Hour. Some of the world’s most iconic 
landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
the Pyramids of Giza and the Bird’s Nest 
Olympic stadium in Beijing participated. In 
Singapore, the Fullerton Hotel, Merlion and 
many others also went dark.  

This year, Earth Hour will take place in 
Singapore for the third time. 

But this year, it is more than just switching 
off your lights for one hour, once a year. 
We are asking individuals and businesses 
to embrace sustainable change on a long 
term basis. It can start with simple actions 
such as setting the air con temperatures at 
24oC or higher which can go a long way in 
protecting our environment.
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Before and after shots of the Sin-
gapore city skyline at Earth Hour

THE PANDA TIMES
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Go Beyond the Hour
Sharks in the Sea: Not in the Soup
Baim:   The Story of a Rescued Orangutan
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Thumbs down to 
strong air-conditioning
How cold is Singapore? 

We heard from you, 
and you said Singapore was 
TOO COLD. Half of the 462 
people we surveyed felt that 
places like cinemas and 
offices felt like “Autumn 
in Seoul.”  The subzero 
temperatures in offices 
and schools made 1 in 4 
people feel it was “Winter 
in Siberia.” To deal with the 
cold 25% of respondents 
said they would go out for a 
walk, or take a coffee break, 
while 69% said they would 
wrap themselves with a 
shawl or a winter jacket. 

The Cold, Hard Truth
“Air-conditioning can 
have a damaging effect 
on people, because of 
its impact on nasal 
health and the conducive 
environment it provides 
for the spreading of 
infection,” according to Dr 
Jason Hwang, Consultant 
ENT surgeon at the 
Care Sinus Snoring ENT 
Centre in the Gleneagles 
Medical Centre, “Setting 
the air-conditioning at a 
pleasant and more natural 
temperature of 24oC or 
higher will go a long way 
in reducing the incidence 
of health issues caused by 
air-conditioning.” 

The cold temperatures are 
not at all conducive for our 
work and health! It’s time 
we made a change! Set your 
aircon at 24oC or higher.  

EARTH HOUR 2011

Celebrate Earth Hour with family 
and friends at the Promontory 

@ Marina Bay. Look out for the 
array of exciting events that we have 
planned for you. 

Date: 26 March, Saturday
Time: 5.00 to 10.00 pm
Venue: Promontory @ Marina Bay 
(Exit Raffles Place MRT station, 
exit J)
Guest of Honour: Dr Amy Khor, 
Minister of State, Ministry of 
Environment and Water Resources 

Carnival
There will be a total of 18 booths, 
comprising a mix of non-
governmental organizations (WWF, 
Singapore Scouts Association, 
Nature Society (Singapore), World 
Toilet Organisation and Animal 
Concerns Research & Education 
Society (ACRES), supporting 
organisations (Ben & Jerry’s, 
Coca Cola, The Body Shop, Nokia) 
and two social enterprises – The 
Marymount Ladies Group and 
Simply Living Lifeshop – that will 
be selling eco-friendly products 
ranging from handcrafted jewelry 
to bags.  There will also be an arts 
and craft booth by ArtzHaven, a 
face and body painting activity by 
MusebArt, as well as a kite making 
workshop by the Singapore Kite 
Association. At AlphaBioFuels’ 
people will be able to exchange their 
waste cooking oil for an energy 
saving light bulb. And if you’re 
hungry, Old Chang Kee curry puffs 
will be available for sale.

Concert
Watch your favourite artistes such 
as Jack and Rai, Dawn Ho, Syltra 
Lee, the top 3 finalists from the 
NEA Ecomusic Challenge and more 
perform at the Earth Hour concert. 
Picnic under the stars and watch the 
lights around Marina Bay go off at 
8.30 pm with your loved ones. This 

concert is supported by Café Diplo.

The Earth Hour Official Party is 
powered by Alpha Biodiesel, fuel 
recycled from used cooking oil.

Earth Hour Night Walk
At 8.30 pm as the lights go out, 
we will flag off the first Earth 
Hour Night Walk as a symbolic 
march in support of our Planet. 
Walk alongside Earth Hour 2011’s 
celebrity supporters like Nadya 
Hutagalung, Utt, Felicia Chin, Tung 
Soo Hua, Pan Ling Ling and Huang 
Shi Nan. The 3.5 km route starts 
at the Promontory and traces the 
perimeter of Marina Bay, passing 
by landmarks such as Marina Bay 
Sands, the Esplanade, and One 
Fullerton. 

A registration fee of $15 per person 
applies (children 12 years and below 
free of charge). Each participant 
will receive a goodie bag. Register at 
http://earthhour.wwf.sg or contact 
Diana Chng at dchng@wwf.sg for 
more details. 

Note: As we will not be supplying 
bottled water, we appreciate if you 
could bring your water bottles. There 
will be water points at the event venue 
where you can fill up your bottles. 

Switch OFF
Remember to Switch OFF your 
lights from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm on 
26 March, Saturday.

Earth Hour Merchandise
Have you bought your Earth Hour 
merchandise, if not, order them 
now. 
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A BIG THANK YOU
WWF Singapore would like to thank all sponsors, partners, supporters and friends that helped to make our 2011 
Earth Hour Celebrations possible.

Sponsors

Partners

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 2011

Media Supporters: JCDecaux Singapore Pte Ltd, Admax, SMRT Corporation Ltd, AETN All Asia Networks, Zo 
Cards, MiO TV, GG Alliance Pte. Ltd, MediaCorp okto, MediaCorp Channel 5 and StarHub.

Friends: PIXEL TECH Pte Ltd, and Antalis Singapore.

Other Supporters: Esplanade-Theatres on the Bay, General Mills Sales Singapore Pte Ltd, {Prologue}, Terra 
Plana, Ugifts, The Body Shop Singapore, The Naturally Better Company, McDonalds Singapore, New Water and 
Green Tree Packaging.

The Year 2011 looks to be an 
exciting year with the various 

programmes and events lined 
up. Here’s a snapshot of what’s 
happening in 2011. 

Earth Hour 2011
Earth Hour is back for the third 
time. This Earth Hour, we ask you 
to go Beyond the Hour. Details on 
pg 1-2.

WWF Celebrates 50th Anniversary 
WWF turns 50 years old in 2011.  
In Singapore, we will celebrate this 
special occasion in a special way. 
Look for more updates in our next 
issue. 

Save our Sharks
Each year, 73 million sharks are 
killed primarily for their fins. Help 
us to save the sharks. Take the 
pledge and Say No to Shark Fin. 
More details on page 4.

Love our Forest 
The United Nations General 
Assembly declared 2011 as the 
International Year of Forests to 
raise awareness on sustainable 
management, conservation and 
sustainable development of all types 
of forests.

Forests have been at the heart of 
WWF’s work for half a century. 
We’ve fought for the creation of 
national parks and helped create 

the Forest Stewardship Council, a 
forest certification program. We are 
also tackling new threats, like the 
destruction of forests for palm oil.

But it’s not all celebrations. Forests 
still face major threats. The world 
won’t save forests in one year. 
The year 2011 can be the year we 
set differences aside, make tough 
choices and pledge to ensure Living 
Forests for generations to come. 

Panda Times and Panda Cub have 
merged
In 2011, Panda Times will take on a 
new format. It will be packed with 
more stories and pictures of our 
conservation work and updates of 
what we are doing in Singapore and 
around the region. There is also a 
section for our young readers.

Keep reading and give us your 
feedback on how we can improve it. 
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SHARKS IN THE SEA, 
NOT IN THE SOUP

Shark Facts...
 � About 10,000 tonnes of sharks fin are traded worldwide each year.

 � Singapore is the second largest shark fin trading nation behind 
Hong Kong.

 � The population of Hammerhead sharks in the North West Atlantic 
has declined by 83% in the last 25 years.  

 � Sharks have helped maintain healthy and balanced ecosystems 
for over 400 million years. 

 � Shark finning is largely unregulated and many shark species are 
over fished.

 � Shark finning refers to the process of removing the fins of the 
shark alive and throwing the body back into the sea. 
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As an individual, company or restaurant owner, you can help save the sharks by 
stopping consumption or sale of sharks fin.

Many of us are aware that 
sharks fin soup is a popular 

delicacy served at Chinese wedding 
banquets or on special occasions. 
But what may not be so commonly 
known is the number of sharks 
killed each year, fueled by the  
rising demand. 

73 million sharks are killed each year, 
primarily for their fins to feed the 

demand for sharks fin soup.   
As a result, their populations are 
fast-dwindling. In 1996, only 15 
shark and related species were 
considered threatened. Since 
then, this number has soared by 
12 times, and in 2010, 180 species 
were considered threatened. 
They have been listed either 
on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List, or the Appendices of the 
Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES).  

Unfortunately, our hunger for 
sharks fin soup is driving these 
creatures closer to extinction. 

Sharks are particularly vulnerable 
to over-exploitation because they 
are slow-growing, mature at a 
late age and have relatively low 

productivity. This means that their 
populations are slow to recover once 
overfished. When these predators at 
the top of the food chain are killed 
in large numbers, it destabilizes 
the whole ecosystem and has a 
detrimental effect on the marine 
environment and our fish stocks.

Sharks belong to the seas, not in the 
soup. You can save them. Take the 
pledge to say NO to sharks fin.

Encourage your friends to take the 

pledge as well. With your pledge(s), 
we will urge businesses to stop 
selling and buying shark fins or 
serving sharks fin at corporate 
functions. 

Together, we can help safeguard the 
future of our sharks.

JOIN US TO  
SAVE OUR SHARKS
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GET INVOLVED

CALLING ALL BUDDING ENVIRONMENTALISTS!
We are calling all young 

budding environmentalists 
to participate in the Little Green 
Dot Research grant project and help 
Singapore become a “little green dot” 
on our planet.

The Little Green Dot student 
research grant is a new initiative 
targeted at secondary and junior 
college students. The aim is to 
encourage youngsters today to learn 
about our natural environment 
through direct discovery. 

Echoing the conservation agenda 
of UN’s Convention of Biological 
Diversity, the grant will support 
student research on Singapore’s 
biodiversity, with a focus on marine 
and freshwater conservation in its 
first year. 

At present, irresponsibly-disposed 
litter including plastic bags often end 

up in our waterways and the seas, 
causing harm to marine species like 
turtles, dolphins and seals. They 
also pollute our beaches and coastal 
areas, and thus compromise our 
water supply. Plastics are also known 
to release toxic particles through 
photo-degradation and thus further 
pollute our waterways.

Hence, we are inviting all young 
budding environmentalists from 
secondary schools and junior 
colleges to form groups of 2 to 
4 students, and submit their 
research ideas on ways to conserve 
Singapore’s marine and freshwater 
ecosystems. 

Up to 11 groups with the best 
proposals will receive the grant to 
carry out their research work from 
May to November 2011. The grant - 
ranging from $3,000 to $5,000 per 
project - will be funded by proceeds 

collected from the sale of IKEA’s 
biodegradable plastic bags. 

Practicing environmentalists will be 
assigned to the grant recipients as 
mentors who will provide guidance 
throughout the duration of the 
research project. Upon completion 
of their research, the student groups 
will also have the opportunity to 
share and exhibit their findings with 
the public. 

Application for the Little Green Dot 
Research Grants starts now and will 
end on 25 March 2011. Interested 
students can form groups and send 
their proposals to littlegreendot@
nss.org.sg or visit www.nss.org.sg for 
more details. 

The Little Green Dot is a joint 
collaboration between IKEA 
Singapore, WWF Singapore and 
Nature Society (Singapore).

A LITTLE GOES A LONG WAY
For as little as $1.26 each day, you will be helping WWF in its 

conservation and public education efforts. 

We have recently engaged APPCO, a reputable international marketing 

company which sends small teams of trained fundraisers known as 

“WWF Appointed Representatives” to promote the WWF Direct Debit 

Donor Programme (DDDP) at pre-approved venues in Singapore. 

DDDP is a donation programme designed for members of the public 

who are interested in supporting WWF’s conservation effort and 

activities in Singapore on a monthly, 6-monthly or annual basis. 

Monthly donations start at S$38 per month and this amount will go 

a long way towards our conservation and public education efforts. 

DDDP is promoted at various places such as road shows, shopping 

malls and at pre-approved locations throughout Singapore. This mode 

of engagement also makes it easier for those who do not have the 

opportunity to contribute through other channels, such as visiting our 

office and donating via website or calling us, to express their support.

To find out more about DDDP, email member@wwf.sg   

Living Planet is back 
on 938LIVE
From April till June, tune 

in to 938LIVE for tips and 
information on how you can help 
us create a Living Planet.

Catch us on these dates and times.

Saturdays:  6:50 am  
2:50 pm  
9:50 pm  
2:50 am

Sundays:  6:50 am 
12:50 am  
4:50 pm 
10:50 pm 
4:50 am
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GET INVOLVED

Save as WWF
Every day, entire forests 

are cut down to 
make paper. Paper that is 
senselessly used to print out 
documents all over the world: 
websites, emails, even entire 
books. 

So to stop unnecessary 
printing and encourage an 
awareness about the use of 
paper, we have developed a 
new, green file format - WWF.  
The goal is to encourage 
people to think twice before 
using paper and will give each 
individual a way of actively 
contributing to reduce their 
environmental impact.

Decide for yourself which of 
your documents don’t need 
printing and save them as 
WWF. The WWF format is 
a file format that cannot be 
printed. It is technically very 
similar to the PDF format, 
with the key exception that 
in WWF documents the print 
option is completely blocked. 

The ‘Save as WWF’ software 
is available for Mac and 
Windows XP. 

WWF has long worked with 
companies and consumers to 
promote responsible paper 
use and the option to “Save 
as WWF” compliments 
and reinforces other well-
established campaigns. 
Overall, WWF advocates 
reducing excessive paper 
consumption, maximising 
paper recycling, using Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) 
labeled papers and choosing 
papers with the lowest water 
and climate impact.

THE MORE YOU USE, THE MORE THEY LOSE

The students from the 
Nanyang Technological 

University Wee Kim Wee 
School of Communications and 
Information, Advertising Creativity 
& Copywriting class were given a 
challenge.  

They had to create an ad which will 
spur individuals to take actions to 
reduce our carbon footprint. 

In an urban society such as 
Singapore, it is important to realise 
that one’s consumption pattern 
has a significant impact on climate 

change, which 
may ultimately 
lead to the 
habitat loss of 
endangered 
species such as 
the polar bear.
Thus, the brief to 
the NTU students 
was for them to 
communicate to 
the local youth 
community (15 to 
35 years old) that 
their contribution 

to the fight against climate change 
is urgently needed, and that change 
starts at home. 

Six entries were shortlisted and 
uploaded on WWF’s Facebook page. 
Fans could vote for their favourite 
ad and after 8 days, the ad “The 
more you use, the more they lose” 
was voted as the best.

Congratulations to Hendric Tay. You 
won yourself a WWF gift set worth 
$100.  Well done everyone! 

THE GREEN SEARCH - ECOSIA
When searching on the web, 

you can help WWF conserve 
Amazonian rainforests by using 
Ecosia, a search engine powered by 
Bing and Yahoo. 

Ecosia will transfer 80% of its 
monthly revenue, generated by 
visitors clicking on the sponsor 
links, to WWF in support of 
our work in the Tumucumaque 
Conservation Landscape in Brazil. 

In a nutshell this is how it works: 
when you search with Ecosia and 
you click on a sponsored link the 
sponsoring company pays Bing 
or Yahoo for the click. Bing and 

Yahoo then gives a large part of 
that money to Ecosia who donates 
at least 80% of it to support WWF’s 
work in the Amazon. For more 
details or to install Ecosia, visit 
http://ecosia.org

Ecosia can be used online by visit-

ing http://ecosia.org or installed as a 
browser plug-in.
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Baim has precious little in 
common with his Indonesian 

celebrity namesake. He is tiny—
less than two feet stretched end to 
end—and weighs scarcely more than 
the cardboard box that he clutches 
at with desperation. His face has 
traces of dried baby formula and 
his wrinkled frame is surrounded 
by a nimbus of soft rust red hair. 
His eyes hold the gaze of the 
humans peering down at him while 
he keens, terrified to find himself 
separated from his mother.

“Orangutan mothers never willingly 
give up their babies, so in most 
cases we must assume the worst—
that the mother was killed by 
poachers in order to get the infant,” 
says Jimmy, WWF-Indonesia’s 
communications coordinator in 
West Kalimantan. 

“While I’m happy that this 
orangutan was rescued, it is a 
real tragedy to lose even a single 
member of this subspecies from 
the wild because their numbers are 
already dangerously low.”

Baim belongs to the most 
threatened subspecies of Bornean 
orangutans. Experts estimate less 
than 4,500 Pongo pygmaeus are left 

in the fast disappearing forests of 
West Kalimantan (Indonesia) and 
Sarawak (Malaysia). Disappearing 
forest homes and a demand for baby 
orangutans to supply the illegal 
wildlife pet trade are taking their 
toll. 

The baby Bornean orangutan is the 
second to be rescued by villagers in 
the remote hamlet of Lanjak in just 
a month. Forest ranger Andy Tarsita 
has already named the orangutan 
Baim when he shares the news at 
WWF’s project office in Lanjak. 

“I think Baim is lucky because 
if we hadn’t found him then he 
would have been sold as a pet or 
abandoned, but at least now he has 
a chance of being released back into 
the wild,” says Tarsita. 

“Of course, the luckiest future for 
this little fellow would’ve been to 
live in peace with his mother in the 
forests.” 

If Baim is truly lucky his journey 
will end where it began, back in 
the forests at the Heart of Borneo. 
But the way back home begins with 
the decision of district officials at 
Lanjak to entrust Baim’s care to 
WWF until he can be handed over 

to the correct authorities in faraway 
Pontianak. 

Ahead lies a five-hour drive over 
rough roads and a noisy airplane 
ride into the provincial capital of 
West Kalimantan. There, among 
much fanfare, he will be given to the 
care of BKSDA (Natural Resources 
Conservation Office), and put in 
an already overcrowded orangutan 
rehabilitation center where he will 
live for a few months, a few years, 
or the rest of his life if he is not 
released back into the wild.

The lush, fertile alluvial plains and 
lowland valleys of Borneo are home 
not only to Bornean orangutans and 
other wildlife but to humans as well.
The past few decades have seen an 
influx of migrants coupled with 
aggressive and ambitious economic 
development plans. A map of the 
last forests on the world’s third 
largest island are overlaid with a 
grid of interlocking concessions 

BAIM: THE STORY OF A RESCUED BABY 
ORANGUTAN IN THE HEART OF BORNEO 
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Left: A hungry Baim takes to the bottle.  

Above: Forest along the Ella Ullu river, 
West Kalimantan.
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that the government has already 
parceled out to be cleared and 
replaced with vast plantations for 
oil palm and acacia. 

Between 1980 and 2000, it is 
estimated that more timber was 
harvested from Borneo than was 
exported from the Amazon and 
Congo basins combined. As more of 
Borneo falls to the axe, orangutans 
are getting squeezed into ever 
shrinking forests.

Jimmy had come to Lanjak to 
meet community leaders from 
the Dayak tribes to assess forest 
restoration programs and the 
community-led monitoring of wild 
orangutans. Several villages in the 
forest corridor connecting Danau 
Sentarum and Betung Kerihun 
national parks are involved. 

“The sad truth is that Baim is not 
the first or the last orangutan 
rescued as new roads open up 
the forests to illegal logging and 
poachers whose only concern is 
turning a profit,” says Jimmy. 

“We need to step up our anti-
poaching work and redouble 
outreach to local people to show 

them that conservation pays 
through alternative income schemes 
and eco-tourism.”

In 2007, the governments of 

Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei 
signed a historic agreement to 
save the Heart of Borneo. WWF 
is working with these nations to 
conserve 220,000 km2 of rainforest, 
almost a third of the island, through 
a network of protected areas and 
sustainably-managed forests. 

At the UN climate change 
conference in Bali that same year, 
Indonesian President Yudhoyono 
outlined a national strategy to 
protect orangutans, stating that 
by 2015 all orangutans still in 
rehabilitation centers would be 
returned to the wild. 

“The good news is that it is possible 
to reintroduce rescued orangutans 
into the wild and we’ve seen it 
happen with success in some areas,” 
says Dr. Barney Long, WWF’s Asian 
species expert. 

“Unfortunately, in the bigger 
picture, rescue and rehabilitation 
doesn’t address the double threat 
facing wild orangutans—severely 
reduced habitat and the persistent 
demand for the illegal pet trade.” 

Logging, land-clearing and 
conversion to oil palm plantations 
are the biggest threats for the 
remaining rainforests in Borneo 
and the species that inhabit them. 
The Heart of Borneo is a refuge to 
orangutans, elephants and rhinos, 
and lesser-known species such as 
the sunda clouded leopard, sun 

bear, banteng (wild ox) and endemic 
Muller Bornean gibbon, as well as 
indigenous Dayak people.

“Good intentions require committed 
action if they are to make a 
difference,” says Long. 

“If orangutans go the way of the 
Javan and Bali tiger, then Asia will 
lose its great apes, and humans will 
have put a full stop to the existence 
of one of our closest relatives.”

For now, Baim resides at Ketapang 
Orangutan Centre of International 
Animal Rescue-Indonesia. He will 
grow to adulthood here and like the 
others, wait for a future that leads 
back home into the lush Heart of 
Borneo.

Find out more about WWF’s 
projects in the Heart of Borneo.

By Trishna Gurung, WWF-US

Photos:
Left: Juvenile orang-utans like this one 
are often captured as pets.

Below: WWF Staff, Jimmy, with Baim.

“ Of course, the luckiest future 
for this little fellow would’ve 
been to live in peace with his 

mother in  the forests.”
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Many business leaders 
recognise the need to respond 

to the sustainability challenge, 
but do not know how to turn it 
to their advantage and use it to 
drive value creation. The solution? 
Attend WWF’s One Planet Leaders 
Executive Program.

The 4-day Executive Program 
is designed not only to equip 
participants with the latest and 
most relevant information on 
sustainability, but also a sharpened 
sense of leadership, business 
strategy and change management 
tools. Participants can look forward 
to learning from the world’s 
leading business management 
and sustainability experts. Re-

BUSINESS AND 
SUSTAINABILITY  
IN ACTION

modeled after the successful One 
Planet Leaders Europe program, 
the Singapore run is localised with 
examples from the Asia Pacific 
region in addition to global best 
practices.  

The program will take place in 
Singapore at the Amara Sanctuary 
Resort from 24-27 May 2011. 

Recently, the One Planet Leaders 
Europe program has been awarded 
the “Best Sustainability Program for 
Business Executives” by The New 
Europe’s Fast 50.

Please contact Sarah Ong at song@
wwf.sg or +65 9771 3470 for more 
details or download the brochure at 
wwf.sg

BUSINESSES 
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

CSR Asia Forum 
on Sustainability 
Disclosure 2011
On 23 March, participants 
at the CSR Asia Forum on 
Sustainability Disclosure 
learned about the major 
aspects of sustainability 
reporting, disclosure and 
communication.

The programme has been 
developed to target both 
reporting companies and 
the investment community 
in Asia and will address key 
issues such as responding 
to the new SGX guidelines, 
what investors want to hear, 
disclosing sustainability, 
assurance options among 
others. 

WWF Singapore is a 
supporting partner of this 
forum.

BUSINESS ALLIANCE FOR SUSTAINABILITY
The private sector has a key role 

to play in reversing the trends 
of environmental degradation and 
social inequality, and is uniquely 
positioned to lead global solutions 
through new business models and 
innovation. 

In Singapore, we started the 
Business Alliance for Sustainability 
initiative. This is an initiative that 
builds on a collaborative approach 

and brings together decision makers 
from various industries to share 
best practices, engage their staff, 
network, develop new business 
models as well as learn about 
conservation and sustainability. 

Currently, its members include City 
Development Limited, DHL, IKEA 
Singapore, Nokia, United Overseas 
Bank, among others. 

WWF Singapore says Thank You to our 
Corporate Partners
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

On 23 December, close to 120 
WWF supporters attended 

the YOGI Bear (3D) Charity Movie 
Screening held at GV Vivocity.

In the movie, Yogi Bear and Boo 
Boo try various ways to save their 
home, Jellystone Park from closing 
forever. While their antics provided 
much laughter, YOGI’s real life 
bear-friends in the wild are not so 
fortunate. 

Logging, mining, road construction 
and other developments have 

reduced available bear habitat and 
contributed to the decrease in bear 
populations. In some countries, 
human/bear conflict has caused 
problems, particularly in areas 
where bears can interfere with 
livestock, orchards, water supplies 
and garbage bins.

WWF thanks all supporters who 
attended the event. Let us all work 
towards a future where animals in 
the wild can live in harmony with 
mankind. 
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On November 25, WWF Singa-
pore hosted the Saving Our 

Seas Charity Dinner at the Klap-
sons, The Boutique Hotel, with the 
generous support of United Over-
seas Bank Limited (UOB). 

Close to 160 guests joined Guest 
of Honour, Mr Hsieh Fu Hua, 
Executive Director and President 
of Temasek Holdings at the 
fundraising dinner.  

The event commenced at 7 p.m. 
with a cocktail reception and a 
photo session with our panda 
mascot.  Guests came dressed 
according to the theme of “a touch 
of blue”, and splashes of blue could 
be seen throughout the ballroom 
which was decorated based on a 
marine theme. 

The evening’s highlights included 
wonderful performances by Leena 
Salim and band, Noor Quek and 
Hazrul Nizam, who entertained 

the guests with their charming 
vocals and upbeat songs.  Sotheby’s 
auctioneer, Mr Quek Chin Yeow 
provided much excitement with 
calls of “can I get a higher bid?”, 
and the thump of his gavel when a 
guest successfully bid for an item. 
The auction items which included 
2 bottles of vintage wine, designer 
jewellery, a unique ceramic vase, 
a limited edition fountain pen set, 
a cruise, dinner set, hotel stay as 
well as huge turtle plush toy were 
sold within 15 minutes.  Television 
presenter, Anita Kapoor was the 
emcee for the evening.  

In line with our Sustainable 
Seafood campaign, seafood served 
that evening - such as the Malaysian 
narrow-barred Spanish Mackerel, 
Sri Lankan Mud crab and the 
Australian Coral Trout were caught 
from sustainable sources. 

At the end of the evening, all 
guests received an exclusive 
“Saving Our Seas” limited edition 
watch, designed and sponsored by 
RED8WORLD. 

Proceeds from this fund raising 
event will allow WWF Singapore 

to expand our Sustainable Seafood 
Campaign outreach activities to 
more schools and communities, as 
well as transform the behaviour of 
corporations and seafood-related 
industries. 

This, in turn contributes to 
protecting the beautiful and diverse 
Coral Triangle, where much of 
Singapore’s seafood comes from. 

A big thank you to all our table 
hosts, guests, donors and 
supporters. 

The event was jointly organised by 
WWF Singapore and Prestige.  

SAVING OUR SEAS 
SEAFOOD CHARITY 
DINNER

YOGI Bear Charity Movie Screening
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What is climate 
change? 
Climate change is the 
name scientists use to 
describe any long-term 
change in the earth’s 
temperature and weather 
patterns over periods of 
time that range from 
decades to millions 
of years.  Scientists 
believe that the earth’s 
temperature has been 
rising slowly over millions 
of years, but in the 
last 150 years, the 
temperature has become 
hotter than it has been in 
over 400,000 years.

Kids Corner:
Climate Change 

What causes it?

Why is earth’s 
temperature 
rising? 
Scientists believe that the 
temperature of the earth 
is rising because of an 
increase in the amount of 
greenhouse gases, the main 
one being carbon dioxide 
(CO2) released into the 
atmosphere. They describe 
the release of CO2 into the 
atmosphere as carbon 
emissions.

Earth Hour is a  
global campaign organized  

by WWF encouraging everyone  
to protect our planet.

How? Easy, switch off your 
lights for one hour on March 
26 from 8.30pm to 9.30pm.
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But what is CO2? Is it a bad gas?
NO! There has always 
been a layer of gases 
around the earth and CO2 
is one of them. This layer 
of gases is an important 
part of keeping the earth 
the right temperature 
to allow life to exist as 
we know it. The normal 
condition of the sun 
heating the earth and the 
gas layer allowing some 
heat to escape back into 

space but holding some in 
to keep the earth warm 
is called the ‘greenhouse
effect’. 

Today however the layer 
of gasses has become 
thicker due to more 
carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
other greenhouse gases 
being trapped in the 
atmosphere. Here is how 
it works.

Can I do 
something about 
it to protect the 
environment?
Yes, you can. As a start, 
you can start to reduce 
your electricity usage. 
This is because power 
stations burn fossil 
fuels such as wood, oil 
and coal to produce 
electricity and burning 
these fuels produces 
carbon dioxide. Hence, the 
more electricity you use, 
the more CO2 is produced 
and released into the 
atmosphere. 

Kids Corner:
Climate Change 

Climate Change Activities: 
1. Write a few sentences or draw a picture or perhaps design a postcard explaining how you 

feel about climate change and send it to us. 

2. Select the right words (below) to complete this sentence to explain the greenhouse effect.

The sun’s _______ hit the earth and some are refected back into
_________. However __________ in the __________
such as carbon dioxide (CO2) form a barrier for sunlight. The sun’s rays
hit the ___________ but when refected back into space they are
____________ in the atmosphere. The sun’s rays cannot ___________
from the atmosphere and the earth _________ up.
 
atmosphere     heats     rays     earth      gases     trapped     escape   space
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Earth Hour is coming 

up in March. Switch 

off your lights and 

light your lanterns.

You will need
•	 Printed template from 

www.earthhour.org 
•	 Scissors
•	 Markers or Crayons
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Do-it-yourself: 

Make an Earth Hour lantern 

1 Cut the strip labeled 
“Cut 1” off along the 
dotted lines and set it 
aside to be the lantern 
handle.

2  Write or draw longwise 
across the paper your 
reason for choosing 
Earth on the blank side 
of the paper in nice 
clear writing. This will 
be the outside of the 
lantern.

3  Next, fold the piece of 
paper in half lengthwise, 
along the line labeled 
“Fold”. Make sure you 
line up the edges. Your 
writing should be folded 
on the inside now and 
the planet picture should 
be on the outside where 
you can see it.

4  Take the scissors, 
starting at the folded 
edge, cut through both 
layers of paper at the 
same time up the dotted 
line labeled “Cut 2”. You 
should stop cutting when 
the dotted line stops and 
you reach the solid line

5 Carefully continue 
cutting all the other 
lines labeled “Cut 2” 
until you have cut all 
the lines.

6  Once all the strips 
are cut, you should 
gently unfold the piece 
of paper and refold 
it the other direction 
lengthwise so the lines 
from the printed paper 
will be hidden on the 
inside and your message 
will be on the outside. 

Make sure to press the 
crease of the fold flat 
again along all the 
strips.

7 To assemble the lantern, 
simply roll the paper 
into a tube shape and 
tape the top edges 
together. On the printed 
paper match side A to 
side B and tape. Your 
lantern should look like 
the picture next to the 
words MAKE YOUR OWN 
EARTH HOUR LANTERN on 
the handle strip you cut 
off in the beginning.

8  Finally, using the handle 
strip make a handle 
by taping the ends of 
the strip of paper just 
inside the lantern to 
form and arch over the 
top.

Ready? Let’s Get Started!
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Fourth grade students from United World College (UWC) wrote to WWF to persuade 
WWF to save their favourite animals. 

Dear WWF,
Hello my name is Elsa and I am 
in grade 4. I am very worried 
about the endangered polar 
bears, PLEASE help save them. 
Why do these cute, furry, 
little helpless creatures have 
to get endangered due to the 
cruelty of mankind? The first 
reason they are endangered 
is because of global warming. 
The ice melts and they are 
good swimmers so they swim 
but they can’t stay in the icy 
water for too long even though 
they can store heat in their 
body so they eventually die. 
The second reason is man 
hunters and they kill them for 
their soft white fur.

Polar bears live mainly in the 
Polar Regions and they are a 
part of a quite big sized food 
web. They are the top of the 
food web. If they are gone 
then there will be too many 
seals because whales won’t eat 
so much. Then all the fish will 
be gone as the seals will eat 
them along with other animals. 
Then we won’t have any fish to 
eat or cook. 

You should help because they 
are very important in the food 
web as I told you and we are 
killing them for their fur so we 
should make a difference on 
our bad deeds. 

Thank you for making the 
time to read my letter. I hope 
I have convinced you to save 
them. PLEASE SAVE THE 
POLAR BEARS!!!

Yours sincerely,
Elsa Kaur Wadhwa

Dear WWF,
Hi I’m Benjamin UWCSEA 
Dover in grade 4. I’m trying to 
convince you to save pandas. 
I know pandas are cute and 
cuddly but let’s look at what’s 
happening to them.

Now as I think you know there 
are 2000 pandas in the wild 
and 200 in captivity. I know 
this because a few years back 
I went to see the pandas in 
the mountains in Sichuan. 
There was a panda which 
they kept on feeding so he 
won’t eat the person he was 
taking a picture with. Then 
put yourself in that panda’s 
shoes. Isn’t it crazy someone 
feeding you all day just for 
some people to have pictures 
with you?

Therefore despite the 
earthquake that happened last 
year, some people kill them for 
their fur!!! Isn’t that unfair 
for the pandas? So I hope 
you try your best in putting 
all your heart into saving the 
pandas.

Sincerely, 
Benjamin

DEAR WWF,  

Dear WWF,
Hello my name is Arnav. I 
am a grade 4 student from 
UWCSEA, and I am trying to 
tell you why you should save 
the Great White Shark.

Firstly, the Great White is 
very popular among children 
because of its massive size, 
its sharp teeth, and the way 
it kills its prey. So if this 
awesome animal gets extinct 
then all children will miss this 
awesome animal. 

Secondly, if the Great White 
gets thrown out of the food 
chain then more fish will 
survive and the other animals 
will get thrown out of the 
food chain and all the fish will 
overpopulate the seas and 
nothing else might exist.

Thirdly, Great Whites live 
in warm coastal waters such 
as Bondi Beach in Australia, 
where most shark attacks 
happen, and when they find 
the shark, it means a sad 
end to the shark. And Great 
White fins are being chopped 
off and used to make Shark 
fin soup. And by doing that 
we are disabling the shark, 
reducing its ability to swim 
and taking its fin away for life.

I hope one day this will 
happen.

Sincerely,
Arnav
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Dear WWF,
Hi my name’s Shreya I 
am a grade 4 student 
from UWCSEA. I am very 
concerned about Hector 
Dolphins disappearing 
in the sea because of 
pollution and people killing 
them.
We need to save these 
wonderful creatures for 
a lovely tomorrow. Please 
read on to find out more. 
Hector dolphins are lovely 
creatures who help balance 
the food chain. They are 
in the middle of the food 
chain. Hector dolphins are 
consumers.
Hector Dolphins are 
located in Christchurch, 
Lytton and Akaraa. The 
North and South Hector’s 
dolphins are separate 
subspecies. The North 
island ones are called 
Maui’s dolphins. This means 
they look different and 
they have different genes.
There are only about 8000 
South island Hector’s 
dolphins alive in the world. 
They live around the 
coast of the north of New 
Zealand, mostly between 
Kawhia and Muriwai. They 
are 111 Maui’s Dolphins in 
the world. When they are 
trapped in nets they drown 
and die.
We should save these 
wonderful creatures as 
our world will have an 
unbalanced food chain as 
we know it.
Hector Dolphins might be 
extinct in a few months. 
There are less than 110 in 
our world. Let’s help these 
beautiful creatures live.
Sincerely,
Shreya Reddy

Help Benjamin, Arnav, Elsa and Shreya 
match the animal to what they might say

Answers:  “I like to play with bubbles and seaweed” - Hector’s Dolphin.  

“I don’t chew my food” - Great White Shark.  

“People used to believe I have mystical powers, but now I’m a symbol of peace and good 

fortune” - Giant Panda.  

“I can’t move too quickly or I’ll overheat” - Polar Bear.

“I don’t chew my 
food “

“People used to believe 
I have mystical 

powers, but now I’m a 
symbol of peace and 

good fortune “

“I can’t move 
too quickly or I’ll 

overheat, “

“I like to play with 
bubbles and seaweed “

Polar Bear Giant Panda

Great White SharkHector’s dolphin

©
 N

ATU
R

E
P

L.C
O

M
/E

R
IC

 B
A

C
C

E
G

A
 / W

W
F

©
 W

ILD
LIFE

 P
IC

TU
R

E
S

/JÍR
O

M
E

 M
A

LLE
FE

T / W
W

F-C
A

N
O

N

©
 JO

N
 A

A
R

S
 / N

O
R

W
E

G
IA

N
 P

O
LA

R
 IN

S
TITU

TE
  / W

W
F-C

A
N

O
N

©
 S

TE
P

H
E

N
 D

A
W

S
O

N
 / W

W
F-C

A
N

O
N

WWF Singapore
237 Cantonment Rd
Singapore 089767

T:+65 6323 0100
F:+65 6323 0179
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