Port State Agreement – Key features

As ports are within the territory of sovereign states, the agreement sets minimum standards for how all port states need to exercise their existing powers to make it hard for those involved in IUU fishing to benefit from using their ports.  
Key points are:
· The agreement covers not only fishing vessels (that actually catch the fish) but also support vessels (e.g., reefers, resupply and refuelling vessels) as well as fish and fish products in trade (e.g., containers)
· It covers all living marine resources (by so defining fish)
· Fishing vessels can be denied port access, fishing and support vessels can be denied use of port services, while all vessels are subject to an inspection regime
· An information system is to be established to help port states report to each other
The Port State Agreement enters into force 30 days after the 25th state becomes party to the agreement, by depositing its instrument of ratification with the FAO. 
