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Palestine to Sign onto UN Watercourse Convention  
 

 
Dr. Shaddad Attili, Head of the Palestinian Water Authority, today announced on behalf of 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, Palestine‟s commitment to accede to the 1997 UN 
Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses, upon 
Palestine‟s attaining of statehood.  In his statement before the World Water Forum at 
Istanbul read by Dr. Attili, President Abbas noted, “Palestinian domestic consumption is 4 
times less than that of Israeli domestic consumption with Palestinians consuming 
considerably less than the World Health Organization‟s guidelines for minimum 
recommended daily levels.  The reason for this disparity has nothing to do with „lifestyle‟ 
differences between Palestinians and Israeli – for when it comes to water all human beings 
have the same needs.”   
 
He added, “We have studied carefully the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses, which applies to fresh water 
shared by Palestine and Israel in the Jordan River Basin and other shared water resources.  I 
am pleased to announce today our intention to become a party to this treaty once we have 
attained our independent statehood.  We urge other states that have not yet ratified the U.N. 
Convention to join us and other 16 countries in accepting this fair system of cooperating 
with regard to the vital resource we celebrate today.” 
 
With Palestine‟s acceptance of the UN Convention, four of the five riparian countries of the 
Jordan River Basin – namely Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan – have acceded to the 
Convention, making it the basin with the highest percentage of signatory countries.  The 
fifth riparian – Israel – has not signed.   
 
The UN Convention aims to conserve and manage ground and surface water resources by 
imposing an obligation on UN member states to equitably share water and cooperate on 
water-related matters. Palestinians currently are among the lowest consumers of water:  
owing to Israel‟s military control over the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as well as all natural 
resources, Israel currently uses 90 percent of the shared water resources and controls 
Palestinians‟ use of the remaining 10 percent.  Palestinians consume a mere 78 liters of water 
per person per day, well below the World Health Organization‟s recommended minimum 
standard of 100 liters per person per day.  Israelis consume four times that of Palestinians – 
340 liters.  Palestinians also suffer from poor water quality, particularly in the Gaza Strip 
where it is estimated that only 10-20 percent of the water there is drinkable.  
 
The UN Convention provides that member states negotiate on water-related matters or seek 
third-party arbitration.  In the case of Palestine, water infrastructure has not been immune to 
Israeli military attacks.  During Israel‟s 23-day assault on the Gaza Strip water installations 



were directly hit, an estimated 500,000 Palestinians (amounting to one-third of the 
population) were without water, and an estimated 50,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
remain disconnected from the water network as a result.  Israel‟s blockade over the Gaza 
Strip has resulted in the inability to repair the water infrastructure. 
 
 
Palestine‟s acceptance of the UN Convention on Water represents the second Convention 
that Palestine has agreed to accede to – the first being the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court to which Palestine announced its intention to accede in January 2009. 
 
The Palestinian Water Authority was established in 1995 to be the regulatory body of the 
water and wastewater sectors in Palestine.   
 
For additional information, please visit:  www.pwa.ps (under the World Water Forum link) 
or contact:  +90-507-212-3501 to arrange for interviews. 
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