
River Basin Councils 

In the 3-year period 2008-2010 WWF supported the development of the River Basin 

Council (RBC) and Integrated River Basin Management plan (IRBM) for the Khovd and 

Buyant river basins in Western Mongolia. 

WWF Mongolia has increasingly realized that its biodiversity conservation efforts cannot be 

sustained in the long term without addressing the human ecological footprint.Futher, it is clear 

that if we are to have a sustainable future our planet cannot afford to maintain continued over 

consumption  and unsustainable and inequitable lifestyles. 

“Recognizing the Mongolian Government’s prioritization for effective and sustainable use and 

management of the available water resources spelled out in the Water Law, there are 29 river 

basins approved by Minister of Nature, Environment and Tourism based on scientists’ 

estimation in the territory of Mongolia” says B.Oyunmunkh, the Freshwater officer of WWF 

Mongolia. “Sustainable use, protection and rehabilitation of these river basins water resources 

are supposed to be managed by River Basin Council (RBC) established to involve local 

community by Article 19, Water Law. We have initiated a programme to support and 

demonstrate the implementation of these new water management policies by supporting 

establishment of Khovd and Buyant River Basin Councils, facilitating the development of river 

basin management plans and increasing the public awareness and capacity and knowledge 

towards sustainable management of water resources” adds Oyunmunkh.This programme 

proposes to safeguard the ecological integrity of important wetlands, riparian forests, 

rangelands and protected areas (recognized at an international level as unique in the world) and 

ensure sustainable use of water resources throughout the Khovd River Basin in the Great Lakes 

Depression of Western Mongolia, showing that sustainable water management is a good 

climate change adaptation strategy. The Buyant River Basin includes a globally outstanding 

assemblage of distinct landscapes, including high mountain ranges with glaciated peaks, deep 

and wide valleys, forests, forest steppes, large lake and wetland complexes, semi-desert areas 

and the Gobi Desert.The integrating element that ties all of these zones together into one 

functional unit is their common watershed.  

IRBM is a participatory planning and implementation process that brings stakeholders 

together to determine  how to meet society’s long-term needs for water resources while 

maintaining essential ecological services and economic benefits.   

Landscape of Mongolia is very sensitive with climate change, so water resources threatened 

by not only many different uses of finite water resources but also global warming. That requires 

sustainable water management as a climate adaptation strategy.Integrated River Basin 

Management is a holistic and integrating approach to water resource management, including 

the broader natural environment, and is always in relation to the socio-economic demands and 

potentials. The WWF Global Freshwater Programme has adopted the IRBM approach as the 

backbone of its work. IRBM is a participatory planning and implementation process that brings 

stakeholders together to determine how to meet society’s long-term needs for water resources 

while maintaining essential ecological services and economic benefits.Recognizing the 

Mongolian Government prioritization for effective and sustainable use and management of the 



available water resources spelled out in the Water Law (April 2004) There are 29 river basins 

approved by Minister of Nature, Environment and Tourism based on scientists’ estimation in the 

territory of Mongolia.Sustainable use, protection and rehabilitation of these river basins water 

resources are supposed to be managed by River Basin Council (RBC) established to involve 

local community by Article 19, Water Law.WWF Mongolia has initiated a programme to support 

and demonstrate the implementation of these new water management policies by a) supporting 

establishment of Khovd, Buyant and Onon River basin councils, b) facilitating the development 

of river basin management plans and c) increasing the public awareness and capacity and 

knowledge towards sustainable management of water resources. 

 

About Khovd and Buyant river basin councils 

Khovd and Buyant river basin councils were established on 17 March 2009, following FY08 
consultation meetings and continued communication with the citizens khural representatives of 
Bayan-Olgii, Khovd, Uvs provinces. In April the newly appointed river basin councils have 
organized its first meeting and approved its by-law and workplan. WWF has supported the 
meeting both financially and technically, supporting the draft by-law preparation. In parallel, 
WWF has started consultations with the Water authority and relevant stakeholders, notably 
Dutch funded Capacity building for integrated water resources management project, on 
development of an integrated river basin management planning. Considering the fact that 
Mongolia does not have methodology for IRBMP, which resulted completely different IRBMPs, it 
was agreed that WWF would lead and facilitate a generic outline for IRMBP. During April - May 
WWF has facilitated two meetings with national experts to prepare a generic outline of IRBMP.   
This draft outline was further refined and its content and TORs for tasks were prepared by the 
international experts on IRBM brought by WWF in light of limited capacity on IRBM. The final 
TORs are advertised in WWF MPO website and national newspapers inviting national 
institutions and experts to take a part in the Khovd and Buyant IRBMP baseline studies.WWF 
has also started consultations with the Water Authority and others to find sustainable funding 
mechanisms for RBC. A team of experts, consisted of lawyer, institutional development and 
water experts are identified to conduct detailed review on exiting institutional and legal 
framework and provide recommendations. 

Khovd River Basin Council (KRBC) 

WWF facilitated KRBC to meet quarterly, trained and organized workshop on RBMP 

development and trip along river basin to determine priority problems. As a result of the trip, 

KRBC considered that IRBP was necessary urgently and could take urgent measures for water 

problems. For instance, KRBC cooperated with local authorities and got some results on making 

available of ecological flow of Buyant river by organizing fair irrigated water allocation under 

cooperation with Irrigated Water Users Association, marking hygienic protected zone (200m 

from river) of rivers and moving illegal land users from this zone (Khovd Municipality is financing 

it by 5 million tugrugs from local budget), reusing wastewater from treatment plant for 

reforestation (160 million tugrugs from local budget planned), and installing water meters in 

organizations and households of Khovd city to reduce inefficient water use. Most prioritized 

problem was efficient irrigation for cropland and hay land, therefore, related training and study 

tour to China on efficient water use for agriculture was conducted for KRBC in June 2010. 



Chairman and secretary are working full time with financial facilitation of WWF, cooperating in 

this project implementation at local/basin level and strengthening their capacity through learning 

by doing such as, organizing local stakeholder discussions on priority problems and measures, 

and draft Khovd IRBMP in Feb-March, 2010. WWF cooperates with IWRM project implementing 

at Water Authority and sharing experience and results of analysis on legislation for financial 

sustainability of KRBC operation. The IWRM project and Water Authority are working on 

amendment of Law on Water. A team of experts, consisted of lawyer, institutional development 

and water experts conducted detailed review on exiting institutional and legal framework and 

provided recommendations. These recommendations were delivered to Ministry of Environment 

and Tourism, Environmental and Agricultural Steering Committee of The Parliament and Water 

Authority regarding to an amendment of Law on Water. WWF facilitated the chairman of the 

RBC, a freshwater officer of WWF, an advisor to the president and parliament member joining to 

an exposure visit for Mongolian high-level decision makers, “Integrated Water Resources 

Management in North-Western Europe’ to Netherlands and France from 11 to 15 January 2010 

regarding to not only the capacity building on IWRM and but also making a lobby group for 

amending Law on Water.  

 

 


