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WWF Nepal Programme
Small Grants Programme 2010

Application Guidelines (Please read and follow carefully)
The main objective of WWF Nepal Small Grants Programme is to support the dissertation work of final year students of Bachelor’s and Master’s degree. And fresh graduates/researchers are also encouraged to apply for the small research grants. WWF Nepal Programme seeks for well-designed research proposals that are relevant and will contribute to the work of the organisation as well as build the capacity of young student researchers. 


1. TIMELINE: The research grant will support small research proposals whose fieldwork does not exceed 2 months. Preference will be given to research projects of about 4 months duration.
2. GEOGRAPHIC AREA: The preferred geographic areas for field studies are Terai Arc Landscape, Sacred Himalayan Landscape (including Langtang National Park and Kangchenjunga Conservation Area), Shey Phoksumdo National Park, and Koshi River Basin (Dudh Koshi sub-basin), Indrawati sub-basin. However innovative ideas in other sites will also be given preference.
3. BROAD THEMES OF INTEREST (but not limited to):

WWF Nepal Programme supports research studies related to conservation issues. Some of the priority areas are,
· Forest Fire/ Impact Assessment in SHL

· Traditional practices of fire on Grazing land in SHL
· Assessment of NTFPs/ MAPs impact on Livelihoods and conservation initiatives

· An assessment of community forest user group access to quality PHE (Public Health Environment) services in Basanta and Khata
· Prospects and problems of wildlife based eco-tourism

· Human wildlife conflict in Bardia National Park Extension area 

· Illegal wildlife trade in one of SHL protected area

· Sustainability and challenges of CBAPOU and LIS in SHL area

· Status of Vulture population in trans-himalayan zone

· Rhino habitat feasibility and people's attitude  at east to Parsa
· Conservation issues and population status of Goral in Nawalparasi district

· Status of prey base in Bardia National Park extension area

· Study of PES (Payment of Ecosystem Services) in Indrawati Sub-basin

· Study of potential community based water resource management possibilities in Dudh Koshi Sub-basin water based 

· Climate Change Adaptation / impact on Agriculture/ Policy and international relationship
Note: 
· Questionnaire should be submitted along with research proposal by researcher who is intended to carry out research on livelihoods and social aspects.
· Local people will be prioritized
· Researcher should have complementary health education along with sociology, rural development for PHE research.
4. BUDGET: Research grants vary from NRs. 25,000-40,000 with an average of NRs. 35,000/-depending on the nature of research and selected research site. 

The Research grant will not support

· Attending and organizing conferences, workshops, etc. 

· Travel to scientific meetings 

· Salaries 

· Overhead costs 

· Costly laboratory analyses
5. CLOSING DATES AND NOTIFICATION

The deadline for receiving applications is 3rd Jan 2010; proposals received after this date will not be accepted. WWF Nepal Programme will make funding decisions by 15th Jan for the projects to begin by the 1St Feb 2010. Selected proposals will be posted in the WWF Nepal Program website and the proponents will also be contacted. Telephone inquiries are not entertained.
6. EVALUATION CRITERIA
Proposals will be evaluated competitively based on:

· Applicant's presentation of the research proposal, rationale of the research, field methodologies, data analysis and procedures, links with the objectives and outputs of the proposal
· Relevance and contribution of the research to WWF Nepal Programme’s work on conservation & sustainable livelihood 

· Scientific merit and value
7. APPLICATIONS PROCEDURE

Applications have to be submitted on prescribed format and prescribed number of pages to be considered for selection failing which it will not be short listed for selection. Application format can be downloaded from the WWF Nepal Programme website. Applications can be sent through post as hardcopies with “Research Proposal” written on the envelope or in electronic version in MS Word format by 3rd Jan 2010 to the address below:

Database and Monitoring Unit,
WWF Nepal Programme
P.O Box No. 7660
Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
smallgrants@wwfnepal.org 
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