WWF is recruiting the services of a regional consultant under the Biological Corridor Framework Project for duration of 60 days. The term of Reference is attached below. 
Terms of Reference for a regional consultant on biological corridors

Background and rationale:
Bhutan has rightly joined the global conservation bandwagon to establish a network of biological corridors connecting the protected areas in the country for four main reasons:

1. To maintain and conserve a permanent habitat link between protected areas to enable movement of large ranging mammals for their genetic conservation and population viability.
2. To enhance ecosystem services in and around the biological corridors as a way to expand conservation in areas situated outside the protected areas. 

3. To promote and enhance livelihood of local communities that are situated in and around the biological corridors principally to reduce pressure on resources within and around the corridors and also to offset the opportunity costs foregone. 

4. To enhance the resilience capacity of both floral and faunal species to adapt to and withstand the ill effects of climate change
Currently, there are about eight corridors encompassing about 3,307.14 sq.km and constituting roughly 8.61 percent of the country’s total areas. Based on experiences, lessons, and recommendations from the previous project on the corridors connecting Thrumshingla National Park to Royal Manas National Park and Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park, an executive order was issued on 4th July 2008. In pursuant to this executive order, an addendum that recognized corridors as another form of protected area and that also contained set of rules for management of corridors was made to the current Forest and Nature Conservation Rules of 2006. 
However, an exigent need has been felt by the Department of Forests and Nature Conservation Division in particular, to prepare a framework for establishment and management of biological corridors in the country in order to implement the corridor rules and executive order issued in its favor. The framework is also deemed necessary to contribute in shaping and influencing the ongoing revision on the National Forest Policy. Fortunately, the WWF-Bhutan Program was instrumental in securing a two-year fund from the Critical Ecosystems Project Fund (CEPF) to support a project entitled “Biological Corridor Framework for the Kingdom of Bhutan”. 
Due to lack of national expertise in the field of corridor science and management, the WWF Bhutan Program and Nature Conservation Division, is searching for a regional consultant to assist the national program coordinator for biological corridors in the preparation of a robust national framework for biological corridors that will be used as a strong basis for making policy and management decisions by the government and also for fund raising purposes by the implementing partners and donors. 
Specific tasks of the consultant:

The consultant will be entrusted to do, but not limited to, the following works:

1. Review all scientific literature and references, including scientific papers, reports, policies, acts, and rules, on biological corridors that are found both internationally and nationally in order to tease out the nuggets that are relevant to biological corridors in Bhutan’s context. 
2. Carry out a thorough situation and context analysis for biological corridors from the stand point of the national policies and cross sector policies, plans, and programs. 

3. Assist the coordinator of national biological corridor program, who will be the direct national counterpart, in designing a vibrant national framework for biological corridors, including sections that will tactfully deal with impending threats on corridors, rationalize the crucial need for corridors in specific areas and justify the need for investment of resources. 
4. Assist the national coordinator in organizing and conducting any workshops, meetings, seminars, and conferences related to biological corridors in the country.

Project Deliverables: 
Synthesis report
1. Situation Review report

2. Copies of regional and national stakeholder workshop proceedings along with the list of participants and photographs.

3. Final draft of Corridor Management Framework.
Eligibility criteria for the consultant:

Any interested candidate who fulfills all of the following criteria/requirements may apply:
1. Has minimum of five years working experiences on design, implementation, and management of projects on biological corridors and landscape connectivity

2. Has published at least 10 scientific papers on biological corridors and landscape connectivity in renowned peer-reviewed journals

3. Has skills in GIS, remote sensing, spatial and ecological modeling. 

4. Has three reference letters.
Working arrangement with the consultant:

1. The international consultant will work under the supervision of the program coordinator for national biological corridor program.

2. All works done, including data collected and reports prepared, should be jointly verified and accredited by the national program coordinator. 
3. The consultant should seek the prior consent of the Department of Forests if he/she wishes to publish any paper on biological corridors and other forestry related subject matters on Bhutan, failing which will result in undesirable consequences. 

4. The consultant will be provided a working space at the office of the Nature Conservation Division. 

5. Field visits will be done together with the national program coordinator, who will arrange necessary transportation facilities. 
6. The consultant should arrange and bear his own living expenses during the tenure of consultancy. 
For further information:
Contact Vijay Moktan at vmoktan@wwfbhutan.org.bt

