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 Twins birth is a rare event in mountain gorillas and survival chances for twins are 
very limited for the reasons still to be documented by primatologists. In Susa group, 
Volcanoes National Park (Rwanda), a female gorilla had twins in May last year (20 May 
2004). As gorilla groups are regularly monitored by trackers and guides, everyone in 
ORTPN and partners kept watching as to how the mother Nyabitondore was 
confidently struggling to take care and feed both twins. Since early days all Susa group 
members were particularly excited by twins and some were observed offering help to the 
mother by caring and transporting one or another twin. This is a normal behaviour 
among gorillas especially the juveniles who generally want to learn social skills from their 
older group members. At the beginning it was clear that the mother was very protective 

to the male twin, but towards 
twelve months both twins were 
becoming more independent, 
closer in their interactions and 
equally treated by the mother 
and other group members: 
often nursing at the same time, 
exploring the environment and 
playing together.  
 
At the first year of age both 
twins are strong at the level 
there are no obvious physical 
differences between the male 
and female twins. The social 
behaviours and interactions 
between the twins and the 
mother as well as group 

members are incredibly increasing, a situation that increases our optimism for their 
survival.  
 
 



 
 

 
On Saturday, June 25, 2005 
Rwanda will host her first ever 
formal gorilla naming ceremony 
at the Volcanoes National Park. 
Traditionally, gorilla names are 
proposed by guides with 
trackers   and confirmed during 
a ceremony which brings all 
together PNV field staff, 
ORTPN and its partners at 
different levels. ORTPN is now 
privileged to have twins among 
other gorillas who will receive 
their official names. Park field 
staff had already proposed three 
Kinyarwanda names for each 

gorilla to be named, please find how meaningful are the names proposed for Susa twins: 

 
 

               

TWINS PROPOSED 
KINYARWANDA 
NAMES 

NAMES MEANING In English 

GAKURU Means “older”. In Rwandan tradition, twin births are always one 
older/bigger (Gakuru) and younger/smaller (Gato). It is 
common that the twins are given those names depending of who 
came out first and last or who is bigger or smaller.  

IMPUHWE Means “Care, pity”. The name was proposed in recognition of 
amazing efforts the mother used to carry, care and protect the 
twins.  

FEMALE 
TWIN  

BYISHIMO Means “Joy”. The name was given to show how people in 
ORTPN and partners were happy after the birth of twins in 
Susa. These twins were born after one gorilla killing incident had 
sensitively reduced the number of gorillas in Susa. The twins are 
hope for Susa to recover again and prosper. 

GATO Means “Younger”. In Rwandan tradition, in twin births there are 
always one older/bigger (Gakuru) and younger/smaller (Gato). 
It is common that the twins are given those names depending of 
who came out first and last or who is bigger or smaller. 

IMPANO Means “Gift”. As the twins are not common in gorillas, the birth 
of the twins was just a gift to Rwanda in recognition to her 
battle for conserving the remaining population of gorillas. 

MALE 
TWIN  

UMUHIGO Means “Record”. Nyabitondore twins have now beaten the 
record of surviving a long time. In past cases twins have never 
been stronger and healthy like now.   

Twins moving towards the mother


