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INITIATIVE 
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For more information, please visit 
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conv

entions/  
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1. The United Nations Freshwater Agreements Initiative 

WWF is calling on countries to take action to give effectiveness to three policy instruments that 
promote cooperation among basin/aquifer states and establish their rights and obligations in the use 
and management of internationally shared freshwater resources:  

a) United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses (UN Watercourses Convention): WWF urges the world’s governments to join 
and implement the UN Watercourses Convention, which requires 17 additional ratifications out 
of 35 that are necessary for entry into force.  

b) ILC Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, 2008 (2008 ILC Draft Articles): 
We call upon the world’s governments to consider the ILC Draft Articles and how they can be 
best applied to foster the cooperative management of shared groundwater systems. In so doing, 
states are advised to take into account both the weaknesses and strengths of the draft articles—an 
assessment WWF is currently developing with the aim of fostering continuous dialogue and 
ultimately contributing to the improvement of the text adopted by the ILC in a future binding 
instrument on the topic.  

c) Amendments to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention): WWF asks the 
member states of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and parties to the 
UNECE Water Convention to accept the 2003 Amendments that open the convention for 
accession by non-member states. At this time, 15 parties have accepted the amendments and 34 
are necessary for the Meeting of the Parties to consider requests for accession by third states. 

 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
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2. What WWF, partners and other key stakeholders have been doing 

UNGAB has recently launched the Hashimoto Action Plan II (HAP II). The updated and revised 
version of UNGAB’s blueprint for action reiterates the board’s commitment to promoting the 
ratification of the UN Watercourses Convention. HAP II also highlights the 2003 Amendments to 
the UNECE Water Convention; 

 

3. New ratifications/accessions & other successes 

The UN Watercourses Convention:  

In late 2009, the Water Directors of the EU met to discuss, among other topics, the ratification of 
the convention. They reached agreement to continue dialogue in their next meeting in 2010, at which 
point Member States are expected to report back on measures taken to consider and/or to start the 
ratification process.  

The UNECE Water Convention:  

In Dec.2009, Bosnia and Herzegovina joined the convention. This accession was followed by the 
acceptance of the 2003 Amendments to the same convention. 

4. New/updated/revised informational materials 

The initiative’s website now contains a list of recent articles and related publications on the UN 
Watercourses Convention, the ILC Draft Articles and the UNECE Water Convention, for those 
interested in further details and more technical information on the background, content, relevance 
and applicability of these legal instruments.  

Most items contain direct links to PDF files for easier access. 

5. International Meetings/Events 

Future events  

 Treaty Event – New York City, 21-23 & 27-28 Sep.: The UN Watercourses Convention has 
been listed, for the third consecutive year, as a priority for additional ratifications to be 
highlighted during the United Nations Treaty Event. The event is held annually, in conjunction 
with the UN General Assembly, to foster the ratification and implementation of selected 
international conventions; 

 World Water Week – Stockholm, 5-11 Sep, celebrating the event’s 20th Anniversary; 

http://www.unsgab.org/HAP-II/HAP-II_en.pdf
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/un_freshwater_agreements_initiative.cfm
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/TreatyEvents.aspx?pathtreaty=Treaty/Focus/Page1_en.xml

