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INITIATIVE 
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For more information, please visit 
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conv

entions/  
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1. The United Nations Freshwater Agreements Initiative 

WWF is calling on countries to take action to give effectiveness to three policy instruments that 
promote cooperation among basin/aquifer states and establish their rights and obligations in the use 
and management of internationally shared freshwater resources:  

a) United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses (UN Watercourses Convention): WWF urges the world‘s governments to join 
and implement the UN Watercourses Convention, which counts today 21 contracting states –
only 14 short of the number required for entry into force.  

b) ILC Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, 2008 (2008 ILC Draft Articles): 
We call upon the world‘s governments to consider the ILC Draft Articles and how they can be 
best applied to foster the cooperative management of shared groundwater systems. In so doing, 
states are advised to take into account both the weaknesses and strengths of the draft articles—an 
assessment WWF is currently developing with the aim of fostering continuous dialogue and 
ultimately contributing to the improvement of the text adopted by the ILC in a future binding 
instrument on the topic.  

c) Amendments to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention): WWF asks the 
member states of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and parties to the 
UNECE Water Convention to accept the 2003 Amendments that open the convention for 
accession by non-member states. At this time, 16 parties have accepted the amendments and 34 
are necessary, among those countries that were parties at the time of the amendments‘ adoption, 
for the Meeting of the Parties to consider requests for accession by third states. 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
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2. What WWF, partners and other key stakeholders have been doing 

The UN WATERCOURSES CONVENTION GLOBAL INITIATIVE is now on Facebook:  

Please support our initiative and stay up-to-date on progress by ―liking‖ our new webpage. This is 
meant to be another vehicle for disseminating our message.  

The Facebook page will hopefully inform efforts at the national level to promote new ratifications 
and ensure the convention‘s effective implementation in the future, towards the sustainable 
management and use of transboundary waters and the vital ecosystem services they provide for 
people and nature.  

 France: During the kickoff meeting of the preparatory process for the 6th World Water Forum, 
in Jan.2011, the French Minister of the Environment, H.E. Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet, 
reiterated her country‘s commitment to promote the UN Watercourses Convention. 

3. New ratifications/accessions & other successes 

UN Watercourses Convention:  

 On 2 December 2010, Greece became the 21st country to have joined the convention, 
bringing down to 14 the number of additional ratifications needed for entry into force. 

For more information, please refer to our media release ―Greece joins cascade towards global water treaty.‖ 
And in Greek:  

 

 Just before the year‘s end, the French Senate passed the law authorizing accession to the UN 
Watercourses Convention. France is now set to become the 22nd contracting state. 

For more information, please refer to the official press release ―Faire de l‘eau un facteur de 
coopération entre les Nations: Vote du Sénat en faveur de l‘adhésion à une convention des Nations-
Unies.‖ 

 

 The Report of the 3rd Annual Conference of the Arab Forum for Environment and Development 
(AFED) (Beirut, 4-5 Nov. 2010), dedicated to discussing the sustainable management of water 
resources in the Arab world, includes a specific call on Arab countries to join the convention and 
―draw on its principles for concluding effective and fair water sharing agreements.‖  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/UN-Watercourses-Convention-Global-Initiative/115402841855525
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/spip.php?page=article&id_article=20399
http://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?197911/Greece-joins-cascade-towards-global-water-treaty
http://www.wwf.gr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=737:2010-12-14-09-44-13&catid=70:2008-09-16-12-10-46&Itemid=90
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Faire-de-l-eau-un-facteur-de,20148.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Faire-de-l-eau-un-facteur-de,20148.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Faire-de-l-eau-un-facteur-de,20148.html
http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/news/2010/11/afed-water-report2010
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UNECE Water Convention: According to an interview with the Secretary of the UNECE Water 
Convention:  

 In Nov.2009, at their last meeting, the Parties to the convention set 2012 as the target date for the 
entry into force of the amendments.  

 There are now 6 countries in the process of ratification: Belarus, Italy, Germany, Slovakia, 
Switzerland and Ukraine. They are expected to complete the process by the end of 2011. 

 The Secretariat plans to develop specific activities to involve non-UNECE countries in the 
Convention‘s work, with a view to facilitating its understanding and implementation outside the 
region, in particular in countries that share waters with the current contracting states, such as 
Afghanistan, Mongolia, Iran and China. As a first step, a workshop will be organized in 2011. 

 

4. New/updated/revised informational and media materials 

 Article ‗Conflict or Cooperation? The Stark Choices Facing a Hot, Thirsty World,‘ in Adelphi 
Environment, Conflict and Cooperation Newsletter (Oct.2010) 

Also available in German:  

 Treaty Handbook: a UN publication to assist states in becoming parties to UN conventions, 
available in all official UN language. 

 New article by Salman M.A. Salman, Downstream riparians can also harm upstream riparians: the 
concept of foreclosure of future uses, in Water International, Vol. 35, No. 4, July 2010, p. 350–364. 

 

5. International Meetings/Events 

Past events:  

 SAVE LAKE CHAD FORUM / 8TH WORLD FORUM OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: 
N‘Djamena, Chad, 29-31 October 2010: 

Prof. Makane Moïse Mbengue, and Green Cross International, represented by its Water Programme 
Director, Ms. Marie-Laure Vercambre, underscored the importance of the multi-level legal 
governance of transboundary waters, focusing, among other things, on the role of the UN 
Watercourses Convention to inform the adoption, strengthening and implementation of basin-
specific agreements. 

http://www.unwater.org/activities_Francesca_Bernardini2.html
http://www.ecc-platform.org/images/ecc_October2010_final.pdf
http://www.ecc-platform.org/images/ecc_October2010_final.pdf
http://www.krium.de/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2153&Itemid=158
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Publications.aspx?pathpub=Publication/TH/Page1_en.xml
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/613208__926622335.pdf
http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/613208__926622335.pdf
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H.E. Idriss Déby, President of Chad, endorsed the Forum‘s conclusions, which include a 
recommendation for his country to assess the relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention as one 
of the instruments that can contribute to the sustainable management of the Lake Chad basin.  

In her speech, the French Secretary of State, Valérie Létard, reiterated her country‘s support for the 
convention in the context of preparations for the 6th World Water Forum (Marseille, in March 2012). 

 

 3RD AFRICA WATER WEEK – Addis Ababa, 22-26 Nov. 2010: 

WWF and GWP Eastern Africa co-hosted a side event to foster discussions on the role and 
relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention within the African continent, especially in the context 
of a changing climate. The Governments of Burkina Faso, France, and Nigeria, as well as ECOWAS, 
SADC, UNSGAB, were represented among the panelists.  

At the end of the event, ECOWAS and SADC reiterated their pledge to support the widespread 
ratification of the convention across West and Southern Africa. 

WWF also granted a Leaders for a Living Planet Award to the Government of Burkina Faso, in 
recognition of its leadership in the field of transboundary waters and international water law leading 
up to the approval of the law authorizing ratification of the convention. Later in the week, H.E. 
Obadiah Ando, Nigerian Minister of Water Resources, received the same award on behalf of his 
government during a press conference. 

The full report of the side event will soon be available on the initiative‘s webpage. On the two 
awards, see the respective media releases: 

http://www.channelstv.com/global/news_details.php?nid=24586&cat=Local 

http://www.eauburkina.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=219%3Adroit-internation-de-leau-le-
burkina-prime&catid=70%3Acommuniques&Itemid=55 

 

 ISARM 2010 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ‘TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFERS: CHALLENGES 

AND NEW DIRECTIONS: Paris, 6-8 December 2010 

WWF presented jointly with the IHP-HELP Centre for Water Law, Policy and Science, under the auspices of 
UNESCO and the University of Geneva the paper ―A Critical Analysis of the 2008 Draft Articles on the Law 
of Transboundary Aquifers in the European Context‖. 

 

http://www.sauverlelactchad.org/index.asp?LETTRE_ID=2837&LETTRE_CRYPT=QWrBHz
http://www.sauverlelactchad.org/index.asp?LETTRE_ID=2832&LETTRE_CRYPT=GdBr1O
http://www.channelstv.com/global/news_details.php?nid=24586&cat=Local
http://www.eauburkina.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=219%3Adroit-internation-de-leau-le-burkina-prime&catid=70%3Acommuniques&Itemid=55
http://www.eauburkina.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=219%3Adroit-internation-de-leau-le-burkina-prime&catid=70%3Acommuniques&Itemid=55
http://www.siagua.org/archivos_adjuntos/documentos/europa.pdf
http://www.siagua.org/archivos_adjuntos/documentos/europa.pdf

