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INITIATIVE 
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For more information, please visit 
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conv

entions/  
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1. The United Nations Freshwater Agreements Initiative 

WWF is calling on countries to take action to give effectiveness to three policy instruments that 
promote cooperation among basin/aquifer states and establish their rights and obligations in the use 
and management of internationally shared freshwater resources:  

a) United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses (UN Watercourses Convention): WWF urges the world‘s governments to join 
and implement the UN Watercourses Convention, which counts today 24 contracting states –
only 11 short of the number required for entry into force.  

b) ILC Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, 2008 (2008 ILC Draft Articles): 
We call upon the world‘s governments to consider the ILC Draft Articles and how they can be 
best applied to foster the cooperative management of shared groundwater systems. In so doing, 
states are advised to take into account both the weaknesses and strengths of the draft articles—an 
assessment WWF is currently developing with the aims of fostering continuous dialogue and 
ultimately contributing to the improvement of the text adopted by the ILC in a future binding 
instrument on the topic, clearly linked to the UN Watercourses Convention.  

c) Amendments to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention): WWF asks the 
member states of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and parties to the 
UNECE Water Convention to accept the 2003 Amendments that open the convention for 
accession by non-member states. At this time, 17 parties have accepted the amendments and 34 
are necessary, among those countries that were parties at the time of the amendments‘ adoption, 
for the Meeting of the Parties to consider requests for accession by third states. 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
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2. New ratifications/accessions & other successes 

UN Watercourses Convention: Benin‘s Parliament has recently approved the law authorizing 
ratification. It is now a matter of time before Benin becomes the 25th contracting state globally and 
the 9th among African nations. These include 3 of Benin‘s neighbors in West Africa: Burkina Faso, 
Guinea-Bissau, and Nigeria. More information is available here, in French. 
 
UNECE Water Convention: In May 2011, Switzerland accepted the amendments that expand the 
geographic application of the convention. 

3. What WWF, partners and other stakeholders have been doing 

The UN WATERCOURSES CONVENTION GLOBAL INITIATIVE is on Facebook: Please support 
our initiative and stay up-to-date on progress by ―liking‖ our new webpage. This is meant to be yet 
another vehicle for disseminating our message.  

 Central America Regional Workshop: In March 2011, WWF organized a regional workshop 
on the role and relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention in Central America. The 
workshop gathered representatives from the governments of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama, especially from the ministries of environment and 
foreign affairs, as well as the commissions of environment and foreign affairs of each country‘s 
national parliaments. Similarly to conclusions reached at equivalent exercises in West Africa, 
participants found that there is widespread lack of knowledge around the convention. At the 
same time, participants acknowledged the need for addressing this issue, since the convention is a 
valuable tool for the management of transboundary waters. 

We are now following-up on the workshop through in-country meetings and capacity-building 
activities in Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Honduras. This is part of the national initiatives in the 
region to raise further awareness and understanding of the convention, in support of an informed 
decision-making process, in those 3 countries, on whether to join the convention or not. 
 

 InterAction Council: In May 2011, at their meeting in Canada, the former heads of government 
that integrate the council agreed on a series of recommendations pertaining to water management 
and global water issues. Among other asks, the council recommends that political office-holders 
support ratification of the UN Watercourses Convention. Established in 1983, the council seeks 
to address global issues in the context of a long-term vision. 
 

 SADC Presentation: In July 2011, during the annual meeting of the SADC Water Resources 
Technical Committee (WRTC) – a meeting of senior officials in SADC member states –, WWF and 
the African Centre for Water Research (ACWR) gave a presentation about the UN Watercourses 
Convention and its role and relevance in Southern Africa. During the discussion that followed, a 
few representatives expressed an interest in having WWF follow-up with activities to support a 
future decision-making process. We are in contact with them to see what assistance we may 
provide. 
 

http://www.beninactu.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1118:protection-des-cours-deau-transfrontaliers-du-benin-lassemblee-autorise-le-benin-a-adherer-aux-droits-dutilisation-des-nations-unies&catid=35:breves
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/UN-Watercourses-Convention-Global-Initiative/115402841855525
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-05/ic-vil053111.php
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 Towards the 6th World Water Forum – Cooperative Actions for Water Security Regional: 
Conference for Caucasus and Central Asia (Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 12-13 May 2011): The 
conference was organized as part of the regional process for Caucasus and Central Asia under the 
6th Forum. The conference‘s resolution reaffirms the need to strengthen transboundary water 
cooperation in the region. It underscores the roles of the UN Watercourses Convention and the 
UNECE Water Convention in this regard, and calls on international institutions to engage 
countries in the respective ratification processes. 

Despite making the points above, the resolution fails, in other paragraphs, to conform to 
international law as reflected in those instruments. The resolution erroneously assumes an absolute 
legal requirement pertaining to no-harm between watercourse states. Instead, the UN Watercourses 
Conventions codifies a duty of due diligence in the prevention of significant transboundary harm, 
linking such an obligation to the principle of reasonable and equitable use.  

In addition, the resolution attempts to create additional conditions for the implementation of planned 
measures: that the findings of independent international experts are positive and provided states 
downstream consent to them. Such requirements are part of neither the UN Watercourses 
Convention nor the UNECE Water Convention, and are not regarded as duties under customary law.   
 

 2nd Annual International Law and 
Transboundary Freshwaters Workshop 
(Dundee, Scotland, 1-5 Aug. 2011): Based 
on various presentations on transboundary 
water challenges, international water law 
and the UN Watercourses Convention 
itself, participants discussed the 
convention thoroughly. These included 
delegates from countries such as Chile, 
Ethiopia, Pakistan, Turkey, Vietnam, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Uganda, and 
Zambia. 
 

 2011 World Water Week (Stockholm, Sweden, 21-26 Aug. 2011): Since 2006, WWF has been 
hosting an event on the UN Watercourses Convention during each year‘s WWW, as part of the 
global ratification initiative. In 20011, we joined hands with IUCN, the University of Dundee, 
GWP, UNESCO, and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). The seminar 
Strengthening Water Diplomacy in Transboundary Basins aimed to integrate discussions around 
international relations theories and international law as tools to facilitate transboundary water 
cooperation. The convention featured prominently in various presentations, including in the form 
of a call, by the Nile Basin Discourse, on basin countries to engage in the ratification process. 

 

 64th Annual UN DPI/NGO Conference (Bonn, Germany, 3-5 Sep. 2011): The conference 
aimed to foster civil society‘s role in promoting sustainable development. The conference‘s 
declaration includes a specific call on states to ratify and effectively implement the UN 
Watercourses Convention. 

 
 

http://www.cawater-info.net/6wwf/conference_tashkent2011/final_resolution_e.htm
•%09http:/www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/ngoconference/shared/Documents/Final%20Declaration/Chair%27s%20Text.pdf
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4. New/updated/revised informational and media materials 

 Reports of the Central America Regional Workshop and the presentation at the SADC meeting 
on the UN Watercourses Convention (copy available upon request to Flavia.Loures@wwfus.org);  

 ILC Draft Articles Policy Paper and Brief  
(copy available upon request to Flavia.Loures@wwfus.org); 

 In the pipeline: Russian translation of the booklet Everything you need to know about the UN Watercourses 
Convention; national assessments for Costa Rica, Honduras and El Salvador; Regional Assessment 
for the Aral Sea Basin; Regional Assessment for the Mekong basin and the Greater Mekong 
Region; Regional Assessment for the Nile Basin, supplemented by national assessments for 
Ethiopia and Uganda; UN Watercourses Convention Q&A and Users‘ Guide. 

5. Upcoming International Meetings/Events 

 Forum “Solidarity for Water in the Niger River 
Basin Countries” (Bamako Forum) (Bamako, Mali, 
17-18 Oct. 2011):  

This forum is part of the African Regional Process leading 
up to the 6th World Water Forum.  

The African process includes the following goal: ―to 
accompany the region’s countries in assessing the relevance and/or 
acceding to the UN Watercourses Convention…”  

Accordingly, the convention‘s ratification is the focus of the 
Bamako Forum‘s political segment. The Bamako forum‘s conclusions will be officially presented as 
the Niger Basin countries‘ contribution to the 6th Forum. 
  

 ILC Draft Articles: On 18 Oct. 2011, the draft articles will be before the 6th Committee of the 
UN General Assembly (UNGA) one more time.  

Back in 2008, the UNGA: (i) took note of the draft articles; (ii) recommended that the states 
concerned make appropriate bilateral and regional arrangements for groundwater management based 
on the principles espoused in the draft articles; and (iii) decided to consider, in a future session, the 
final form that such articles might take. As a follow-up to that decision, the ‗law of transboundary 
aquifers‘ is now part of the provisional program of work for the UNGA‘s 66th Session.  

In preparation for these debates, WWF has reviewed its earlier position paper and started engaging 
key countries to draw attention to key issues around the form, scope and content of the draft articles. 

 

mailto:Flavia.Loures@wwfus.org
mailto:Flavia.Loures@wwfus.org)

