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UNITED NATIONS FRESHWATER AGREEMENTS 

INITIATIVE 

News Update n.09 – November 2009 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conv

entions/  
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1. The United Nations Freshwater Agreements Initiative 

WWF is calling on countries to take action to give effectiveness to three policy instruments that 
promote cooperation among basin/aquifer states and establish their rights and obligations in the use 
and management of internationally shared freshwater resources:  

a) United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International 
Watercourses (UN Watercourses Convention): WWF urges the world’s governments to join 
and implement the UN Watercourses Convention, which requires 17 additional ratifications out 
of 35 that are necessary for entry into force.  

b) ILC Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, 2008 (2008 ILC Draft Articles): 
We call upon the world’s governments to consider the ILC Draft Articles and how they can be 
best applied to foster the cooperative management of shared groundwater systems. In so doing, 
states are advised to take into account both the weaknesses and strengths of the draft articles—an 
assessment WWF is currently developing with the aim of fostering continuous dialogue and 
ultimately contributing to the improvement of the text adopted by the ILC in a future binding 
instrument on the topic.  

c) Amendments to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary 
Watercourses and International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention): WWF asks the 
member states of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and parties to the 
UNECE Water Convention to accept the 2003 Amendments that open the convention for 
accession by non-member states. At this time, 14 parties have accepted the amendments and 34 
are necessary for the Meeting of the Parties to consider requests for accession by third states. 

 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/
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2. What WWF, partners and other key stakeholders have been doing 

 The initiative’s webpage has been updated with: 

- Information on the ratification process of the UN Watercourses Convention and the 
amendments to the UNECE Water Convention;  

- Outcomes from the 2009 World Water Week; 

- Progress towards entry into force of the UN Watercourses Convention by 2011. 

In 2010, we will continue to encourage stakeholders to return their signed postcards, which WWF 
and partners will acknowledge at the earliest opportunity. The complete list of signatories is available 
at http://assets.panda.org/downloads/presentation_2011_campaign_post_www.pdf. 

The UN Watercourses Convention Global Initiative:  

 The Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) has reaffirmed its commitment to the 
initiative, stating that it ―will do its best to encourage more countries to sign the convention as an 
important step towards increasing the adaptive capacity of our world.‖  
(See http://www.sida.se/Svenska/Nyhetsarkiv/2009/Augusti/World-Water-Week/Kolumn-Cecilia-Scharp-och-

Jens-Berggren-/) 

 On 20-24 July 2009, in Cotonou, Benin, GWP West Africa organized a regional workshop on 
the topic ―the contribution of the media to the management of transboundary waters in West 
Africa‖. WWF gave a presentation on the UN Watercourses Convention.  

The discussions that followed led up to the adoption of a call on West African governments for 
additional ratifications, signed by journalists from Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Guinea, 
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo.  

The document calls on a) West African states to join the convention as soon as possible; b) the 
ECOWAS Parliament, national legislative bodies, civil society and the media to raise awareness and 
ownership of the convention among decision-makers at various levels; and c) the media and civil 
society organizations to inform and sensitize the public about the convention’s relevance as a means 
for strengthening regional cooperation around shared water resources. 

 During the 2nd Pan-African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water 
(PANAFCON II) (Johannesburg, 11 Nov. 2009), France announced that it is prepared to 
support African governments in joining the UN Watercourses Convention and to facilitate 
dialogue on its entry into force (see http://www.iisd.ca/africa/vol13/arc1303e.html) 

The UNECE Water Convention 

At their 5th Meeting (Geneva, Nov.2009), the Parties to the UNECE Water Convention adopted 
Decision III/1, calling on the relevant states that haven’t done so yet to complete as soon as possible 
the process for accepting the 2003 Amendments.  

The decision also encourages states outside the UNECE region to consider joining the convention 
and invites them to take part in future meetings and relevant activities. 

 

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/presentation_2011_campaign_post_www.pdf
http://www.sida.se/Svenska/Nyhetsarkiv/2009/Augusti/World-Water-Week/Kolumn-Cecilia-Scharp-och-Jens-Berggren-/
http://www.sida.se/Svenska/Nyhetsarkiv/2009/Augusti/World-Water-Week/Kolumn-Cecilia-Scharp-och-Jens-Berggren-/
http://www.iisd.ca/africa/vol13/arc1303e.html
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3. New ratifications/accessions & other successes 

 In Sep. 2009, Spain completed the ratification processes of both the UN Watercourses 
Convention and the 2003 Amendments to the UNECE Water Convention.  

WWF issued a press release congratulating Spain for its leadership: 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/un_freshwater_agreeme
nts_project__media_releases.cfm 

 At the 5th Meeting of the Parties to the UNECE Water Convention, Switzerland announced that 
the acceptance of the 2003 Amendments is imminent.  

Afghanistan and Mongolia – attending the meeting as observers – expressed interest in benefiting 
from the experience under the convention and in the possibility of joining it in the future.  

4. New/updated/revised informational materials* 

The UN Watercourses Convention Global Initiative:  

 Certified true copy of the convention in the six UN languages: 
http://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1998/09/19980925%2006-30%20PM/Ch_XXVII_12p.pdf  

 Articles:  

- Jamie Pittock, Renewed hope for the UN Watercourses Convention, in Water 21 (Aug.2009), available at 
http://www.iwapublishing.com/pdf/W21Aug09p12top14.pdf;  

- Alistair Rieu-Clarke & Flavia Rocha Loures, Still not in Force: Should States Support the 1997 UN 
Watercourses Convention?, in Review of European Community & International Environmental Law, 
p. 185-197 (Volume 18, Issue 2) (July 2009); 

 Updated West Africa regional brief, in English and French; 

 French translation of the West Africa Regional Assessment  
(http://www.waterlaw.org/bibliography/WWF/RA_West%20Africa-French.pdf); 

UNECE Water Convention – New tools and informational materials to support implementation, 
adopted at the 5th Meeting of the Parties: 

 Guidance on Water and Adaptation to Climate Change 
(http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_MP.WAT_30_E.pdf) 

 Guide to implementing the Convention (draft at 
http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_mp.wat_2009_L2_%20E.pdf);  

 River basin commissions and other institutions for transboundary water cooperation 
(http://www.unece.org/env/water/cwc/joint_bodies/publication_CWC_english.pdf); 

 Transboundary flood risk management: experiences from the UNECE region 
(http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_MP.WAT_31_E.pdf);  

*Please e-mail Flavia.Loures@wwfus.Org, for copies of any documents or presentations not available on line. 

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/un_freshwater_agreements_project__media_releases.cfm
http://www.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/conventions/water_conventions/un_freshwater_agreements_project__media_releases.cfm
http://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1998/09/19980925%2006-30%20PM/Ch_XXVII_12p.pdf
http://www.iwapublishing.com/pdf/W21Aug09p12top14.pdf
http://www.waterlaw.org/bibliography/WWF/RA_West%20Africa-French.pdf
http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_MP.WAT_30_E.pdf
http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_mp.wat_2009_L2_%20E.pdf
http://www.unece.org/env/water/cwc/joint_bodies/publication_CWC_english.pdf
http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2009/Wat/mp_wat/ECE_MP.WAT_31_E.pdf
mailto:Flavia.Loures@wwfus.Org


 4 

5. International Meetings/Events 

Past Events  

 2009 WORLD WATER WEEK 

- The findings and recommendations of the Side Event “The UN Watercourses Convention: 
What is in it for European Countries” are available at  
http://assets.panda.org/downloads/un_watercourses_convention_side_event_report_final.pdf.  

- During the Side Event “The International Architecture for Transboundary Water 
Management: Current Status and Future Options”, the findings of a study commissioned by 

WWF and DfID to assess the status of the international architecture were presented. Among other 
conclusions, the study underscores the importance of bringing the UN Watercourses Convention into 
force to strengthen the voice of weaker states and vulnerable communities and to provide an institutional 
mandate for better coordination and facilitation of transboundary water initiatives. 

- At the opening session, SIWI invited participants to formalize their commitment to the UN 
Watercourses Convention Global Initiative and to the target of entry into force by 2011 by signing the 
campaign’s postcards. The closing session included an announcement of additional pledges by 
government officials, individuals and international organizations.  

- WWF press release: http://www.panda.org/about_our_earth/search_wwf_news/?172402/Wealthy-world-at-

risk-from-water-woes-elsewhere  

- Breakfast Roundtables – Conflicts and Borders, which included important remarks by all participants 
on the role and relevance of the UN Watercourses Convention, especially in the context of climate 
change and adaptation in transboundary watersheds, available at 
http://gppn.stakeholderforum.org/fileadmin/files/GPPN_Radio/20090819Roundtable.mp3.  

Future events  

 15th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change: Copenhagen, 7-18 Dec. 2009 

The Guidance on Water and Adaptation to Climate Change adopted by the Parties to the UNECE Water 
Convention will be launched and presented at an unofficial side event at the Dutch Pavilion, at 11 am, on 16 
Dec., in the Conference Centre in Copenhagen. 

 INBO World General Assembly: Dakar, 21-22 Jan. 2010, at the invitation of OMVS; 

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/un_watercourses_convention_side_event_report_final.pdf
http://www.panda.org/about_our_earth/search_wwf_news/?172402/Wealthy-world-at-risk-from-water-woes-elsewhere
http://www.panda.org/about_our_earth/search_wwf_news/?172402/Wealthy-world-at-risk-from-water-woes-elsewhere
http://gppn.stakeholderforum.org/fileadmin/files/GPPN_Radio/20090819Roundtable.mp3

