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Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
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Bonn, 19-30 May 2008

Forest biodiversity
(Agenda Item 3.4)

This WWF paper gives background information on major issues related to forest biological diversity. It also sets out WWF's recommendations to COP 9 which WWF is asking CBD Parties to consider in order to conserve the world's forest biological diversity.
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1.  Summary
Despite efforts, forest biological diversity is still under immense threat. Globally, deforestation continues at an alarming rate ( 13 million hectares per year, or 36 football fields per minute. Deforestation and degradation of the world’s forests have dramatic consequences for both forest biological diversity and the world’s climate. 
In tackling deforestation policy-makers are faced with an array of complex issues including climate change. Climate change impacts on forest ecosystems. At the same time, forests play a significant role in mitigating climate change. Bioenergy, including biofuels, is seen as one solution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. However, bioenergy production adds further pressure on the world's forests and the people who depend on them for survival. 

There is no single solution to tackling the deforestation. Instead we have a range of options which include implementing REDD (reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation) initiatives, adopting integrated land-use policies, and promoting responsible consumption and production of forest-related goods and agricultural commodities. 
Forests harbour the majority of terrestrial species including freshwater species. If collectively we are not able to reverse the trend of forest loss and degradation, particularly in the tropics, not only will the CBD fail to achieve its targets but more importantly, the Earth will risk losing life's basic building blocks that provide essential services to humanity.
2.   Forest Biological Diversity - Status, Trends and Challenges
Deforestation continues – effecting both Biodiversity and Climate 

The effects of deforestation and degradation of the world’s forests have dramatic consequences for both forest biological diversity and the world’s climate. Deforestation and degradation, in particular of tropical and sub-tropical forests, are major threats for the majority of the Earth’s terrestrial and freshwater species; tropical species populations declined by about 55 per cent between 1970 and 2003 (WWF Living Planet Report, 2006). Deforestation is the third largest source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, generating between 15-20 per cent of overall carbon emissions. 

Forests and People

It is estimated that some 1.6 billion people worldwide depend on forests for their livelihood, with 60 million indigenous people depending on forests for their subsistence. With the destruction of the world's forests we not only see forest loss but also the loss of all the benefits which forests provide to people and nature such as shelter, food, timber, fibre for paper, medicine, watershed protection, and soil stabilisation.

REDD - Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation
There is now general agreement that reducing deforestation and forest degradation should be part of the solution to the global climate change problem. As the largest terrestrial store of carbon and the third largest source of carbon emissions after coal and oil, forests have a vital role to play in the fight against global warming. Tropical forests, where deforestation is most prevalent, hold over 210 Gigatons of carbon, and almost 500 Gigatons of carbon in their soils. From a climate perspective, reducing deforestation is a highly cost-effective way of reducing GHG emissions ( and one that can be implemented immediately if the drivers of deforestation are addressed strategically. From a forest perspective, REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation) initiatives will, if effectively designed, clearly benefit biodiversity conservation ( and give CBD Parties a new and powerful incentive to invest in forest conservation and sustainable forest management. WWF urges governments to ensure that projects intended to reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and forest degradation are guided by clear standards that achieve environmental and social co-benefits, and that carbon accounting practices are transparent, valid and subject to verification.

Bioenergy

Bioenergy, including biomass for energy and biofuels, can provide sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels and additional incomes for rural communities, as well as contribute to development. However, bioenergy production is not necessarily sustainable. Depending on which crops are used, where and how, bioenergy production can cause significant negative environmental and social impacts, such as deforestation and forest degradation, biodiversity loss, soil erosion, excessive water use, land-use conflicts, food shortages and rising staple food crop prices. Uncontrolled production and consumption of bioenergy can lead to further deforestation and degradation of forests. Imports and domestic production of bioenergy therefore need to be based on the principles and criteria of sustainable forest management and other existing tools, such as the High Conservation Value (HCV) concept,  that ensure environmental and social responsibility.
Climate Change – Adaptation Strategies 

Climate change is seen as the biggest single threat to the Earth’s ecosystems. Forest ecosystems, particularly in boreal, mountain, tropical and mediterranean regions and mangroves, are likely to be especially affected by climate change (IPCC 2007). Conserving forest biological biodiversity will therefore require a two-pronged approach. First, GHG emissions must be dramatically reduced in order to slow down the rate and extent of global climate change and its impact on forest ecosystems. Second, there is a need to respond to the change that is already inherent in the ecosystem through adaptation strategies such as creating adequate protected area systems, buffer zones and corridors to aid species migration. Forest managers will need to be even more creative and flexible in designing protection strategies that address traditional land use, existing threats, as well as climate change stresses. Another important response is the limitation of all non-climate stresses such as overharvesting and pollution. 
Illegal Logging and related Trade
The global trade in roundwood, paper, furniture and other products originating from illegally extracted timber is a multi-million dollar industry. Illegal logging and related trade occurs when timber is harvested, transported, processed, bought or sold in violation of national or sub-national laws. Illegal logging has a particularly devastating effect on biodiversity because the perpetrators often deliberately target remaining high-conservation-value forests, including protected areas, which contain the highly valuable hardwood species that have been overexploited elsewhere. Government agencies, international organisations and other stakeholders need to work together on law enforcement and administration and public procurement policies. There should be more initiatives such as WWF's Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN) which links producers and buyers committed to responsible forestry. WWF strongly encourages parties to adopt appropriate strategies to combat illegal logging and related trade and to promote responsible forest management and related trade. 
Forest Conversion – Landuse Planning

The conversion of forests to other land uses imposes severe environmental and social costs due to the ecological impacts of clearance, uncontrolled burning, and disregard for the rights and interests of local or indigenous communities. During the last twenty years of the 20th Century, more than 300 million hectares of tropical forests were converted to non-forest land-uses worldwide. Without significant changes in policy and practice, the process of forest conversion is likely to continue rapidly and pose a major threat to forests and freshwater ecosystems, the livelihoods of forest dependant peoples and habitats of endangered species, as well as climate change mitigation efforts. WWF recognizes that at times, land-use planning decisions involve tough trade-offs between social welfare and conservation. Examples include clearing of forests to provide farmland to communities living in buffer zones for protected areas or providing road access to schools, health clinics or markets for remote communities. There is a need for transparent and participatory landscape planning processes that are aimed at achieving an optimal distribution of natural forests, plantations, agricultural areas, urban areas and other land-uses in a given landscape. Also needed are integrated landscape approaches, i.e. land-use policies that integrate the forest, agriculture and energy sector needs, aimed at maintaining the various critical values and benefits of forests ( economic (wood production, biofuels, etc.), biodiversity (species and habitat protection, protected areas, etc.) and socio-environment (climate change mitigation, drinking water, non-timber forest products, etc.) ( by initiating participatory landscape processes, such as the High Conservation Value (HCV) concept. 
Forest Protected Areas
Protected areas remain a fundamental tool in conserving forest biodiversity. Since the adoption of the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas in 2004, significant progress has been achieved in creating new protected areas and assessing management effectiveness of existing parks. However, the challenge remains to ensure adequate representation of forest types and in improving park management. There is also a lack of sufficient and sustainable funding for the management of protected areas. In addition, special attention should be given to issues such as climate adaptation, connectivity, and interface between protected areas and people and other land uses. These issues ( climate change, population growth, biofuels, etc. ( as well as global development priorities as reflected in the UN Millennium Development Goals are increasingly gaining global attention. More efforts are needed to implement the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas in order to achieve a successful and sustained global protected area network in the long term.

Tackling Rising Footprint 
WWF's Living Planet Report confirms that we are using the Earth’s resources faster than they can be renewed. From the forest perspective, the consumption of commodities and products, such as palm oil, soy, paper, biofuels and timber, which might lead to further deforestation and forest degradation, need to be addressed. We need to address individual consumption patterns as well as procurement policies of national and local governments, cities and industries is as essential as promoting responsible production. This complements well with the strategy of promoting responsible production. Governments, industries and retailers must work on adopting responsible procurement policies and practices that favour commodities, which are produced sustainably, and avoid those associated with forest conversion. Credible certification, such as that of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), which provides a  system of monitoring, tracing and labelling commodities, is a useful tool that lets consumers know the product they buy is from well-managed forests, and should be promoted. Initiatives to increase consumer awareness of the impacts of unsustainable consumption patterns on forest biodiversity are additional important strategies to reverse the trend of rising footprint. WWF believes that people in rich countries need to radically change their behaviour and systems to bring the human footprint back within the planet's carrying capacity, while leaving space for poor countries to develop.
3. The CBD Programme of Work on Forest – clear targets and improved  
      implementation needed.
WWF, as a long standing partner of the CBD, and with forest conservation programmes and projects in more than a hundred countries around the world, 

· notes that the Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity needs substantial improvement in implementation;

· welcomes a majority of the recommendations as noted by the report of the thirteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/3), but at the same time recognises the deep discord of positions among various parties, resulting in vague recommendations and no clear strategy to achieve the 2010 Biodiversity Target; 
· notes that UNEP/CBD/COP/9/26 “The potential Impacts of Biofuels on Biodiversity” states that “Biofuels pose significant threats to forest biodiversity, primarily as a result of land conversion. The potential impacts of biofuel production could be monitored and addressed through several goals of the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity.” Aware that biofuels pose significant threats to forest biodiversity, primarily as a result of land conversion, WWF strongly recommends that the issue of biofuels be integrated into the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity;
· recognises that the Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity lacks clear, time-bound targets, the inclusion of which was already requested by the COP7 Decision VII/1, to reduce forest loss and degradation; and
· strongly asks Parties to consider the following WWF recommendations. 
4.   WWF Recommendations 

WWF calls on governments to commit themselves to reversing the process of global forest loss and degradation and associated forest-based GHG emissions; increasing forest cover and quality; and harnessing the potential of forest lands to secure livelihoods and bring about lasting reductions in rural poverty, sustainable economic development; and protecting vital local and global environmental values and services. 
WWF urges Parties to:
1. adopt time-bound targets 
a) develop and implement national strategies to achieve zero net annual deforestation by 2020; and 
b) increase forest cover and quality by 2050 beyond that which existed in 2000.
2. ensure that projects intended to reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and forest degradation are guided by clear standards that achieve environmental and social co-benefits and that carbon accounting practices are transparent, valid and subject to verification;
3. ensure that biofuel strategies are a part of a comprehensive energy policy, which, as a first priority, seeks to reduce energy and transport fuel demand and improve energy efficiency; and, as a second priority, integrates biodiversity concerns;
4. address the direct and indirect negative impacts from production and consumption of bioenergy, have on forest ecosystems and people, and ensure that guidelines or standards for the production of bioenergy, in particular biofuels, take the negative impacts into account;
5. develop and promote climate change forest adaptation strategies such as creating adequate protected area systems, buffer zones and corridors;

6. combat illegal logging and related trade, in close co-operation with other relevant global and regional processes including the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), and members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), the G8 and CITES; 

7. initiate and/or further engage in approaches based on voluntary partnership agreements such as the EU Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan, or initiate similar approaches based on other regional FLEG-processes and seek synergies and coherence amongst those, and to also consider using additional WTO-compatible FLEGT options to eliminate illegal logging and related trade; 

8. support and initiate transparent and participatory land-use planning processes as a practical application of the ecosystem approach, to achieve optimal distribution of natural forests, plantations, agricultural areas, urban areas and other land-uses in a given landscape;
9. fully support implementation of the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas and provide adequate resources for achieving its fast approaching 2010 targets;
10. recognise the positive role of market-based certification schemes and responsible public procurement policies for reducing deforestation and forest degradation, including promoting the use of legally and sustainably produced timber and/or forest products and other products and commodities, such as bio-energy, which might cause forest conversion and degradation, and encourage parties to develop, adopt and promote such measures; 
11. engage banking regulatory bodies to develop mandatory guidelines for the responsible investment in those sectors that affect deforestation and forest degradation; and
12. increase consumer awareness, and take measures to address the impacts of their unsustainable consumption patterns on the world's forest biodiversity.
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WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by:


-	conserving the world's biological diversity


-	ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable


-	promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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