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WWF: Climate Change milestone demands shift to 
renewable energy 
 

The need to shift to sustainable and clean energy sources will be reinforced when the 

levels of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere reach 400 parts per million (ppm) for 

the first time in human history in the next few days. 

Scientists from the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii, are set to announce that levels of 

atmospheric CO2 are reaching 400ppm now, marking a critical point on the pathway to 

dangerous levels of global warming 

The imperative to drive down these emissions has never been stronger, says Samantha 

Smith, WWF leader of the Global Climate & Energy Initiative. 

“The laws of physics tell us that the more CO2 we have in the atmosphere, the warmer 

the world will get. The last time the Earth’s atmosphere had as much CO2 as it has 

today, the world was 3-4 degrees Celsius warmer. And the last time the world was that 

warm, sea levels were five to 40 meters higher than they are now,” she says. 

According to scientists, there’s no doubt that human beings are responsible for rising 

levels of CO2 in the atmosphere, with most of global climate pollution coming from the 

energy sector, especially burning fossil fuels. If CO2 levels continue to rise, we can 

expect to see record high temperatures become the new summer average; record 

droughts become the norm; and record storms and floods become frequent events, says 

Smith.  

“Globally, communities and governments already struggle to respond to droughts, crop 

failures and extreme weather events, even in rich countries such as the US. If CO 2 levels 

keep rising, efforts to adapt to a changing climate are very unlikely to do the job.”  

But this trajectory can change if the right choices are made. 
 
“With a fast global shift to renewable energy and supported by strong energy efficiency 

measures, we can drastically reduce CO2 emissions which eventually will also stabilise 
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and reduce atmospheric CO2 concentrations,” says Smith. Costs of renewable electricity 

have dropped radically, and in 2011 investments in renewables outstripped investments 

in fossil fuel power for the first time. Renewable energy can become “the new normal.” 

But it requires commitments from governments if it is to happen quickly enough and at 

scale, she says. 
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For Editors: 
The Keeling Curve http://keelingcurve.ucsd.edu/ 

 
 
For more information please contact 
Mandy Jean Woods mwoods@wwf.org.za / +27 82 553 4211 (please send SMS if urgent) @MandyJeanWoods 

Sam Smith ssmith@wwf.no  / @pandaclimate 
 

About WWF 
WWF is one of the w orld’s largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with over 5 million 
supporters and a global netw ork active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's 
natural environment and to build a future in w hich humans live in harmony w ith nature, by conserving the world's 

biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renew able natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of 
pollution and w asteful consumption. 
 

The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme addressing climate change, promoting 
renew able and sustainable energy, scaling up green f inance, engaging the private sector and w orking nationally and 
internationally on implementing low  carbon, climate resilient development.  
 

See  www.panda.org/news for latest news and media resources 
 
Read the Energy Report at www.panda.org/energyreport 
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