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      Media Release                                                     For immediate release 

  

Climate change: Brazil-US agreement goes in 
the right direction, but at the wrong speed 
 

(30 June 2015) Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff and US President Barack 
Obama announced this Tuesday, June 30th, a commitment to reinforce 
cooperation between the two countries to address the challenges posed by 
climate change. The announcement was made during the visit of president to the 
United States and refers both bilaterally and within the framework of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
 
The announced items include the aim to achieve from 28% to 33% of its energy 
from alternative renewable sources by 2030, the restoration and reforestation of 
12 million hectares of forest by 2030, the continuation of policies to eliminate the 
illegal deforestation and the promise of an ambitious Brazilian commitment to 
reduce emissions to the COP of Paris. 
 
According to the coordinator of the head of Climate Change and Energy 
Program of WWF-Brazil, André Nahur, one of the important points of the 
agreement, although insufficient, was the target of 28% to 33% of its energy from 
renewable alternative sources of energy to 2030.  
 
"The announcement does not create a very different from the current situation. 
For Brazil it almost keeps the 28.6% we have today. On the other hand, the 
announcement of increasing 20% the generation of electricity from renewable 
sources other than hydroelectric power is important and creates a possibility of 
expansion of solar power generation, wind and biomass, exploring the great 
Brazilian potential. Despite this small advance, we consider that Brazil could still 
reach 33% of its energy matrix with other renewable sources creating a great 
social and environmental economic potential for the country", he says. 
 
A second important point is cooperation on sustainable land use, which refers 
both deforestation and livestock - which, according Nahur does not represent 
great changes.  
 
"Zero net deforestation was part of the Brazilian Climate Change Plan and was 
expected to be reached by 2015. Stopping Illegal deforestation is an obligation 
and we have to achieve it as soon as possible with effective instruments of land 
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regularization and economic alternatives with sustainable use of forests. Another 
relevant point is that an increase in beef demand for the US market may cause a 
shift in the dynamics of relevant agricultural products and it may end up pushing 
boundaries and generating additional impact on biomes, particularly the Amazon 
and Cerrado", he says. 
 
On the side of the United States, Lou Leonard, vice president, Climate 
Change at WWF-US, argues that the concrete support from the United States to 
promote greater international cooperation on climate change is a key marker of 
success heading into Paris. 
 
"It is time for the US to show that it is willing to work together with key economies 
like Brazil to bring down emissions in regions like the Amazon. This agreement is 
an opportunity for both leaders to help propel climate action conversations 
forward and set the stage for a stronger global agreement in December”, says 
Lou. 
 
Promising future 
 
The 21st COP, which will be held in Paris at the end of the year, is seen by most 
experts as the last chance of nations to commit to bold targets for reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases, so that the level of CO2 in the atmosphere keep 
at most 450 ppm and the increase in the earth’s surface temperature stays below 
2 ° C from the pre-industrial period, which would cause irreversible disaster to the 
planet. 
 
United States announced its targets of 26% to 28% reduction in emissions over 
the next decade compared to the levels of 2005. China also announced their 
national contributions this week predicting the peak of their domestic emissions 
by 2030. But Brazil is expected to announce its commitments up to 1st October, 
which is the deadline to enter the report of the COP of Paris. 
 
"This is the moment of countries announce a commitment together to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases and to work in partnership and give an example 
to the world that the development of low carbon use is possible, feasible and 
interesting for everyone. Whoever does it first will have more chances to take the 
lead in this area," adds Nahur. 
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Mandy Jean Woods mwoods@wwf.org.za / @MandyJeanWoods  / +27 72 393 0027 
 
About WWF - WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature. The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme 
addressing climate change, promoting renewable and sustainable energy, scaling up green finance, engaging the private 
sector and working nationally and internationally on implementing low carbon, climate resilient development. 
 

Connect with us: 
Twitter | Facebook | Read our Blog | Visit our website | YouTube  

mailto:mwoods@wwf.org.za
https://twitter.com/climateWWF
https://www.facebook.com/pages/WWF-Climate-Energy/1383077001922253?fref=ts
http://climate-energy.blogs.panda.org/
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/footprint/climate_carbon_energy/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGVvxDNHcemZg1BO7IAWIKg

