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Cheap gas threatens global climate 
 

 

Cape Town, South Africa – Global efforts to stop climate change may become the latest 

victim of the world’s current financial crisis as cash-strapped governments consider 

increasing their use of gas as a cheaper option for fuel. The net effect is that the cleaner 

option of renewable energy is being left behind. 

 

Reuters today reported the International Energy Agency’s (IEA) chief economist Fatih 

Birol told an energy conference being held in Berne, Switzerland that “a new golden age 

could derail global efforts to fight climate change as indebted governments mull a switch to 

the cheaper fuel.”  

 

“There’s a dash for gas, and in the process governments aren’t asking the fundamental 

question: will it stop dangerous climate change? The answer is no, and we are very glad 

to see the Independent Energy Agency speaking out on this,” says WWF’s global 

climate and energy initiative leader Samantha Smith. 

 

“We know that shale gas enjoys growing support among governments. But that it is 

happening at the expense of the development of a vibrant renewable energy sector in 

countries around the world is what is definitely cause for concern,” she says. “The other 

point, which is amply supported by the science, is that even a massive switch from coal 

to gas will still leave us with a world that is dangerously warm. Gas is not clean enough.” 

 

This trend could not have come at a worse time in the planet’s history. This year saw 

record lows in Arctic sea ice extent, record droughts in grain-producing regions, record 

high wheat, corn and soybean prices and now potentially the third year of global food 

crisis since 2008.  
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“The chorus of warnings from scientists to switch from fossil fuels to renewable energy is 

getting louder. The IEA itself warned last year cumulative CO2 emissions over the next 

25 years will amount to three quarters of the total from the past 110 years if stronger 

measures are not taken,” says Smith. 

 

“We can’t ignore this worrying trend and will have to work harder to show governments 

how the move to 100% renewable energy is possible, practical and essential if we are to 

get to a cleaner and safer future.”  
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For more information please contact 
 

Mandy Jean Woods mwoods@wwf.org.za / +27 82 553 4211  
Sam Smith ssmithwf.no /+47 45 02 21 49 
  

About WWF 
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, 
with over 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission 

is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that 
the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution 

and wasteful consumption. 
 
The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme addressing climate 

change, promoting renewable and sustainable energy, scaling up green finance, engaging the 
private sector and working nationally and internationally on implementing low carbon, climate 
resilient development.  

 
panda.org/news for latest news and media resources 
 

Read The Energy Report at 
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/footprint/climate_carbon_energy/energy_solutions/renewable_
energy/sustainable_energy_report/ 
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