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WWF:  Private investments can make a 
world of difference for climate entrepreneurs 
 
 

Gland, Switzerland – Financing for entrepreneurial clean energy initiatives are the single 

biggest inhibiter of a boom in energy efficiency and the renewable energy sector.  

 

Innovative clean energy technologies abound worldwide in an unprecedented wave of 

climate entrepreneurship. The primary barrier to their success is the lack of sufficient 

funding, says Samantha Smith, leader of the WWF’s Global Climate and Energy 

Initiative.  

 

Noting that WWF Sweden had awarded six entrepreneurial companies the prestigious 

WWF Climate Solver award for 2012 today, she said renewable energy technologies 

present attractive possibilities for the public and private sectors as they seek alternatives 

to investments in unsustainable fossil fuels in the effort to curb dangerous climate 

change. 

 

“The primary barrier to their success is the lack of sufficient funding. LED lighting for 

greenhouse farming, solar PV charging stations for electric vehicles and the production 

of pellets from biomass waste for efficient cook stoves are examples of  

a broader, growing and innovative bottom-up revolution which confirms the fact that a 

100% renewable energy future is clearly within our reach,” she says.  

 

The financial sector must play an active role in the massive shift necessary to redirect 

investments from fossil fuels towards clean technologies. “Innovative measures by the 

financial sector can instill confidence in policy makers and motivate them to support 

solutions through more stringent targets on emission cuts and other enabling domestic 

policy measures,” she says. 
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Investors have a palette of sophisticated, proven, and profitable investment tools at their 

disposal and there are numerous examples of how these are used in different markets, 

says Stefan Henningsson, manager of the Innovation programme within the Global 

Climate and Energy Initiative.  

 

“It is high time for the financial community to mainstream the use of these tools 

stimulating the growth of solutions that would dramatically reduce carbon dioxide 

emissions,” he says. 

 

The Climate Solvers programme and awards are set to launch in China 13 December 

and India soon thereafter as well. 

 
Note to Editors: 

Winners of the Climate Solvers 2012 are: 

 

1. Powerfy AB - Solar-powered Rural Mobile Charging, www.powerfy.se 

2. Solelia Greentech AB - Solar Charging for Electric Vehicles, www.solelia.se/en 

3. Emerging Cooking Solutions AB -  Biomass-waste Pellets for Efficient Cookstoves,  

www.emerging.se  

4. Heliospectra AB -  L4A Efficient Greenhouse Lighting, www.heliospectra.com 

5. HiNation AB - HiLight Solar Light and Charging, www.hination.com 

6. Waves4Power AB – Ocean Power,www.waves4power.com 

 

ends 
For more information please contact 
 
Mandy Jean Woods mwoods@wwf.org.za / +27 82 553 4211 (please send SMS if urgent) @MandyJeanWoods 
Sam Smith ssmith@wwf.org.no  / @pandaclimate 

Stefan Henningsson  stefan.henningsson@wwf.panda.org / +46 70 57 99 291 / @shenningsson   

  
About WWF 
WWF is one of the w orld’s largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with over 5 million 
supporters and a global netw ork active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's 
natural environment and to build a future in w hich humans live in harmony w ith nature, by conserving the world's 

biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renew able natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of 
pollution and w asteful consumption. 
 
The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme addressing climate change, promoting 

renew able and sustainable energy, scaling up green f inance, engaging the private sector and w orking nationally and 
internationally on implementing low  carbon, climate resilient development.  
 
panda.org/new s for latest news and media resources 

 
Read The Energy Report at 
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/footprint/climate_carbon_energy/energy_solutions/renewable_energy/sustainable_ener
gy_report/ 

 
For more information on WWFs w ork with climate innovations: www.climatesolver.org 
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