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PRESS RELEASE                       
 
Climate change hits the Arctic 

The Arctic climate is changing rapidly. Sea ice extent is now the sixth lowest 
ever. Former marine protected areas are being opened up for exploitation of 
minerals, oil and gas and as well as for fishing and shipping. The future is at 
stake, seal pups are suffering and beached walruses are in danger of crushing 
each other to death. 
 
– Temperatures have already risen twice as fast in the Arctic compared to the rest of the 
planet and a new approach is required to protect habitats and species. The predictions of 
researchers have already become reality – the future is already here, says Tom Arnbom, 
WWF Sweden’s Arctic expert. 

Lack of sea ice forces thousands of walruses in Alaska and the Russian Far East to take to 
the land, where the pups risk being crushed to death. Killer whales are penetrating farther 
into the Arctic and taking over the polar bear’s role as top predator. Large-scale 
development schemes are planned for the extraction of oil and gas. In addition, walruses 
are being hit hard by accelerating ocean acidification that may have unexpected 
consequences for the entire ecosystem. 40 indigenous peoples dependent on local natural 
resources live in the region. 

This summer a research expedition from WWF and Canon visited the little-known Laptev 
Sea in Russian Siberia, located midway between the Atlantic and Pacific. Their goal was to 
gather information and answer the question many scientists have speculated over during 
the last fifty years. Is the Walrus in the Laptev Sea a separate subspecies or does it belong to 
the populations in the Pacific or Atlantic Ocean? 

– This might sound strange, but it’s really extremely important. Because if they are a 
separate subspecies Russia will be compelled to accord them special protection, says Tom 
Arnbom. 

Today the Laptev Sea remains largely untouched, but prospecting is underway to locate oil 
and gas deposits. Furthermore, shipping through the Northeast Passage is increasing 
significantly. 
WWF is concerned about how this will affect the Arctic environment. 
 
– The more shipping intensifies, the greater the risks. Oil spills are the greatest danger 
because a large proportion of the freight carried consists of oil products, says Tom Arnbom. 
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