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What is WWF? 
WWF, the global environ-

mental conservation organiza-
tion, operates in more than 

100 countries and has almost 
5 million supporters across the 

world. WWF first began    
working in Cambodia in 1993 

and officially set up its first 
office in 1998 within the    

Ministry of Environment. With 
its two main conservation foci: 
the Cambodian Eastern Plains 

Landscape and Mekong    
Ecoregion, WWF Cambodia's 
mission is to ensure that there 
will be strong participation and 

support from all peoples to 
conserve the country's rich 

biological diversity. 

Elephants and human settlements don’t 
mix well. With the sudden increase in 
settlement within the Pou Chrey Corridor 
in Cambodia’s north east, WWF and its 
government partners have taken action 
to prevent human elephant conflict   
problems before they begin. 
 
The Pou Chrey corridor in Mondulkiri     
province connects key habitat for Asian  
elephant between two of WWF’s major   
conservation sites, Phnom Prich Wildlife 
Sanctuary (PPWS) in the west, and       
Mondulkiri Protected Forest (MPF) in the 
east, home of the Srepok Wilderness Area 
Project. Among other high conservation  
values, this protected area complex is home 
to the largest herds of wild elephant in the 
Lower Mekong Dry Forest Ecoregion. 
 
The upgraded Route 76 in Mondulkiri runs 
south-north through the western part of 
MPF, cutting straight across a migration 
corridor for Asian elephant between the core 
zones of PPWS and MPF. Elephant herds 
typically begin spreading out eastwards from 
their dry season home in PPWS towards the 
Srepok River when the steady rains begin in 
early June. The movement back and forth 
seems to continue until about December 
when the full dry season sets in again. 

Dry Forest Species Project Manager, Andy 
Maxwell helped coordinate the response of 
WWF Cambodia and its partners to the 
growing problem of  elephant habitat loss. 
 
“With the construction of the new highway 
and subsequent settlement, construction 
and agriculture along the route, the potential 
for human/animal conflict was of increasing 
concern. We worked with our partners in 
Forestry Administration and the provincial 
government to convene a multi-stakeholder 
provincial workshop in January 2005, to 
raise awareness about the potential for   
serious conflicts and ways to resolve them,” 
Andy said. 
 
The workshop focused on three problems in 
the corridor: 1) loss of forest habitat, 2)   
potential human-elephant conflict, and 3) 
loss of forest resource collection areas that 
were traditionally used by the indigenous 
Phnong/Bunong people - the villagers of 
Pou Chrey commune.  
 
The workshop concluded with the formation 
of a working group, including provincial and 
local authorities and local communities, to 
prevent further forest encroachment within 
the prescribed corridor area. 
 

Preventing human-elephant conflict        
before it starts  
Text by Communications unit 

In 2004, land clearing like this along the upgraded Route 76 in Mondulkiri was destroying forest 
habitat and the resource base for local indigenous people and dramatically increasing the risk of 
human-elephant conflict. 

© WWF Cambodia / Son Bora 
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“As with most conservation efforts, progress after the      
planning has not been perfectly smooth. Illegal logging in the 
corridor has been very difficult to control, and the recent 
granting of land and agricultural concessions in the southern 
portion of the corridor has chipped away at traditional      
forest-use areas of the Phnong/Bunong communities in Pou 
Chrey,” Andy said.  
 
But in the last two and a half  years, WWF and its conserva-
tion partners have succeeded in   limiting new settlement and    
agriculture in the corridor. The section of the corridor most 
used by migrating elephants and other key species, like gaur 
and banteng, has seen no expansion of fields or settlements. 
 
“Recently, SWA Project Officer Keo Sopheak and his ranger 
teams have taken over patrolling in the corridor, which 
should help make enforcement against encroachment even 
more effective,” Andy said. 
 
Strict enforcement is complemented by parallel cooperative 
efforts by the SWA Project's Community Extension Team, 
and WWF Cambodia’s Community Natural Resource      
Management project team working with Pou Chrey         
communities on participatory land planning. Additional     
financial support for these efforts has come from the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and from USAID. 
 
“The Pou Chrey corridor reflects the basic principles of    
conservation planning: setting criteria and priorities, adaptive 

management, and most importantly holding the line for    
effective protection of the ecoregion's, and the world's, most 
threatened species, including Asian elephant and tiger,” 
Andy said. 
 

The Pou Chrey corridor in Mondulkiri province connects key   
habitat for Asian elephant between PPWS in the west and MPF 
in the east. 

© WWF Cambodia 

Preventing human-elephant... 

Educating the educators 
Text by Merril Halley 
"Tell me and I will forget, show me and 
I may remember, involve me and I will 
understand" 
 
That old Chinese proverb became 
the brand new  mantra of              
participants in WWF’s CNRM Unit’s 
latest training initiative for its     
community extension staff.  
 
Funded by WWF’s Education For   
Nature Program, the training focused 
on increasing the ‘interactivity’ of 
school and community environmental 
education sessions, primarily using 
WWF’s recently developed community 
awareness flip chart as a key tool.  
 
The training was provided by Julie  
Harris, an Australian who has         
previously worked in Cambodia helping 
to establish the mobile education unit 
called the Kouprey Express. Working 
with her was local educator, Sok 
Sopheary, previously with the Kouprey 
Express, now working with Save   
Cambodia’s Wildlife. 
 
On the first day, participants were   
encouraged to explore different ways 

of involving their 'students' (both 
young and old) in more active 
ways of learning through games 
and other hands-on activities. 
 
“They quickly discovered how they 
could plan sessions through the 
e yes  o f  a  ' l ea r ne r '  b y                
understanding what inspires  
learners, as opposed to a 'teacher' 
that imparts knowledge,” Julie 
said.  
  
Day two featured ‘hands-on’     
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  K r a n g 
Teh community, where theories 
w e r e  w e l l  a n d  t r u l y 
put into practice. 
 
The four teams (2 school groups and 2 
community groups) all brought 
the sessions to life for participants by 
incorporating one or more games or 
hands-on activities. 
 
“Not only were the smiles, comments, 
questions and laughs of participants a 
great reward, they were also an      
exce l len t  i nd ica to r  o f  ac t i ve             
participation and learning,” Julie said. 

  
“The best rewards however, were the 
smiles, happy faces, confidence and 
reflective comments from most of 
the community facilitators themselves 
and their commitment to keep on  
learning and 'have a go' in the future.” 
 
“It was a great privilege to work with 
WWF’s community facilitation teams 
over the two days of training and some 
great work was done by the whole 
team,” she said. 

© WWF Cambodia  

Dolphin project team member, San, plays a 
game with children of the Krang Teh community    
emphasizing the value of learning by being  
involved. 
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Freshwater Programme Manager, 
Richard Zanre explains why the 
Cambodian Mekong Dolphin       
Conservation Project is now        
utilising photo identification to 
m o n i t o r  M e k o n g  d o l p h i n           
populations and describes the latest      
survey’s findings. 
 
The Cambodian Mekong Dolphin   
Conservation Programme (CMDCP*) 
conducts an annual population survey 
of the Irrawaddy or Mekong dolphin. 
This is usually done in April and May 
when the Mekong river is at its lowest 
and the dolphins are concentrated in 
and around nine deep pools, making 
them easier to see.  
 
There are a number of different    
methods used to estimate dolphin 
numbers and different methods      
invariably produce different figures.  
 
In previous years, CMDCP used a 
‘direct count’ method to estimate    
dolphin numbers, which involves  
counting sighted dolphins and using a 
best estimate from low and high count 
numbers. Unfortunately this method is 
not the most accurate, as some      
dolphins may be missed, while others 
may be double counted. A more     
sophisticated survey technique is to 
take photos of each dolphin sighted 
and then use the image of the dorsal 

fin to identify individual dolphins. A 
mathematical equation is then used to 
estimate dolphin numbers. The added 
advantage of this method is that a 
photo ID database of dolphins is     
produced which can be used to monitor 
future mortality, distribution and social 
patterns.  
 
With funding from WWF Germany, 
CMDCP acquired the necessary     
sophisticated camera equipment and 
an experienced consultant, Dr        
Fernando Trujillo, to lead its inaugural 
survey. Fernando, a recent winner of 
the prestigious 2007 Whitley Gold 
Award for conservation, is a Colombian 
scientist with 20 years research      
experience on river dolphins. 
 
During a ten day period in April, the 
project team photographed dolphins 
from Kratie to the Lao PDR border and 
back again. This is arduous work in the 
height of the hot season and in an 
open top boat! But the toughest work 
was still to be done back in the office – 
sorting through the thousands of     
photos and utilising Photoshop to   
produce clear dorsal fin images that 
enabled identification of individuals. A 
database was created to identify the             
characteristics of each dorsal fin and 
record location of sighting. (see box 
below). 
 

A follow up recapture survey was   
undertaken in May/June to increase 
the robustness of our results. Due to 
technical constraints, CMDCP is not 
yet in a position to release an official 
estimate of dolphin abundance, but 
expects it will be able to do in the   
coming months. 
 
It is important to note that further    
surveys and careful monitoring of   
mortalities will be important to increase 
the robustness of this model and our 
confidence in the resulting estimated 
number of dolphins remaining in the 
Mekong. Photo ID helps provided us 
with accurate information on the     
Mekong dolphin population and      
improved understanding of dolphin 
ecology, this combined with research 
into causes of dolphin mortality       
enables us to design more effective 
conservation strategies. 
 
Many thanks to Fernando and the 
CMDCP team for their hard work and 
enthusiasm in making the training and 
survey a success. 
 
 
* CMDCP is a collaborative project  
between WWF, World Conservation 
Society, Fisheries Administration and 
Cambodian Rural Development Team. 

A new way to see Mekong dolphins - photo ID based  
monitoring 

This diagram illustrates the type of    
dorsal fin identification criteria utilized 
to produce unique dolphin ID codes. 
The presence and description of any 
of the main criteria shown above is 
used in combination with a dorsal 
shape code and dolphin sequence 
number to provide the dolphin with its 
own individual ID code. 
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The world’s media beat a path to 
WWF Cambodia’s door in May - all 
because of a soft shelled turtle that 
spends 95% of its time under the 
sand and out of view.  
 
The story started with the discovery by 
a WWF led survey team of a female 
Cantor’s giant soft shell turtle 
(Pelochelys cantorii), one of the world’s 
largest and least studied freshwater 
turtles, during a survey of the Mekong 
River in March. 
 
The stretch of Mekong River where the 
turtle lives is an area closed for many 
years to scientific exploration because 
it was one of the last strongholds of the 
former Khmer Rouge regime in     
Cambodia. The survey was the first 
detailed study of the area since      
security restrictions were relaxed in the 
late 1990s. 
 
In a subsequent visit to the area,    
researchers also found a nesting 
ground for the species and brought 
back to Phnom Penh, eggs, an adult 
turtle and additional   
hatchlings captured by 
fishermen. 
 
Accord ing  to  WWF      
Cambodia’s communica-
t ions advisor, Chris   
Greenwood, the combina-
tion of a live specimen, 
eggs, hatchlings and the 
mystery of a pristine area 
of the Mekong river ‘re-
discovered’ seemed too 
good a media opportunity 
to miss.  
 
“All the ingredients were 
there for a good story, but 
getting it all together was 
going to be hard,          
particularly as we were 
looking at a joint media 
release with Conservation 
International who WWF 
had asked to look after the 
turtles in Phnom Penh,” he 
said. 
 
“Planning the correct approach    
probably took the longest time. We had 
a core team of media professionals 
from WWF International, WWF US and 
Conservation International advising 
and co-ordinated and implemented the 

approach out of WWF Cambodia’s 
office,” Chris said.  
 
Seth Mydans, a journalist with the New 
York Times was invited to join WWF 

and Conservation International staff at 
the turtle release site which led to a 
prominent article in both the NY Times 
and the International Herald Tribune. 
 
“An interesting thing about Seth      
Mydans’ story was that it led to a    

second round of coverage in         
Cambodia’s major English publication, 
The Cambodia Daily. It covered the 
story from a news point of view initially, 
then a week later, ran with the Herald 

Tribune piece on the front 
page,” Chris said.  
 
The overall result was one 
of the most successful  
media engagements in 
WWF Cambodia’s history. 
Press coverage both within 
C a m b o d i a  a n d              
internationally was very 
strong. Footage of its    
release and interview   
material which detailed the 
significance of the turtle 
was used by BBC, CNN 
and numerous other media 
outlets. At last count, 
around 200 websites    
featured the story and the 
interest from magazines 
and related media groups 
continued for about a 
month after the media  
release date.  
 
WWF Cambodia would like 
to thank all those people 

who were involved in the production 
and dissemination of the media     
package, including WWF: Mark      
Bezuijen, Tom Lalley, Mark Schulman, 
Nigel Allan, Radda Larpnum, and   
Conservation International staff: David 
Emmett and Tom Cohen. 

‘Turtle mania’ puts WWF Cambodia on the world            
media stage 
Text by Communications unit 

© WWF Cambodia / You Porny 

Follow that turtle! Photos and footage of Cantor’s giant soft-shell turtle and its release 
into the Mekong river in Cambodia’s north east were in big demand from media    
outlets across the globe. 

© WWF Cambodia / You Porny 
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Improving livelihoods through Community Protected   
Area management 
Text by Son Bora and Samrang Dyvicheth 

WWF Cambodia’s Community 
Natural Resource Management 
(CNRM) team, with financial       
support from the US based,       
October Hill Foundation, is working 
with government authorities to  
assist local communities to       
establish and sustainably manage 
Community Protected Areas 
(CPAs). 
 
Almost all rural Cambodians use   
forest resources for construction   
materials, cooking fuels and food-
stuffs. For the poorest members of the 
rural community the forest acts as a 
socio-economic safety net, providing 
a range of products they could not 
otherwise afford. 
 
The danger with such indiscriminate 
use is that natural resources can 
quickly be destroyed by the very   
people who most depend on them for 
their long term survival. 
 
In order to combat this problem, the 
concept of CPAs was established to 
give communities a say in how they 
manage the forest within the overall 
confines of established sustainable 
management practices.   
 
A CPA is an area of land within, or 
around a conservation area, which 
has been set aside for the community 
to manage sustainably.  
 

WWF Cambodia’s CNRM team is 
working with local communities to 
establish a 3,000 hectare CPA for Sre 
Thom village and a 1,700 ha. site for 
Khnheng village within Phnom Prich 
Wildlife Sanctuary (PPWS) - one of its 
major conservation sites. After much 
consultation with the community and 
government at commune and district 
level, the boundaries have been 
marked and regulat ions and       
agreements drafted. 
 

Building capacity within communities 
to manage these CPA sites in an  
appropriate manner is critical to the 
on-going success of WWF projects at 
PPWS, in Cambodia’s eastern plains.  
There are around 230 families who 
have registered to become CPA 
members, which in Khnheng village 
accounts for all families in the village. 
These families will be involved in 
forming the five-year management 
plan for their respective area and will 
be responsible for its long term     
sustainable management.  
 
According to Sok Sarin, Chief of the 
CPA committee in Sre Thom village, 
the making of a CPA will mean her 
children will be able to support their 
livelihood by harvesting forest       
resources long into the future. 
 
The project, which is expected to be 
completed by 2008, will assist local 
communities to utilize the resources 
within the CPA, while at the same 
time reducing the pressure on the 
core conservation area of PPWS. 

Villagers mark the boundaries of their Community Protected Area - with the          
occasional help of a friendly elephant! 

© WWF Cambodia / Son Bora 

Sre Thom CPA committee receiving financial training. 

© WWF Cambodia / Son Bora 
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Searching for the secret of sustainable rattan use  
Text by Thibault Ledecq and Koy Ra 

With the gradual loss of national 
forest resources, rattan is becoming 
increasingly difficult to find and  
harvest. WWF’s Rattan Project team 
has taken up the challenge of      
developing a model which allows 
rattan to be harvested on a          
sustainable basis. 
 
Non Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) 
are important resources for local   
Cambodian communities, providing 
food, income, medicine and shelter. 
Rattan is one of the main NTFPs, and 
in some communities, selling rattan is 
the second major source of family  
income. 
 
WWF believes that under sound    
management, Rattan can provide a 
sus ta inab le  income to  many           
community members. To prove this, 
WWF is working with the Preak Thnot 
Commune, located around the Bokor 
National Park in Eastern Cambodia, to 
develop a suitable rattan management 
model. The aim of the project is to  
develop economic incentives for local 
people to sustainably manage rattan 
inside the forest or Community       
Protected Areas. 
 
A ra t tan management  group,          
composed of two sub-groups - the 
handicraft group and the nursery group 

- has been established. It is estimated 
that through value-added processing 
and market linkages, group members 
could generate an additional $US600-
800 per year. 
 
Part of this extra income can be used 
to administer the group, but also fund 
the cost of establishing rattan         
plantations inside the forest. 
 

Rattan nursery – a first for         
Cambodia 
 
To support the plantation activity, WWF 
has established Cambodia’s first rattan 
nursery. 
 
Covering an area of more than 200 
square meters, the nursery cost nearly 
US$400 to establish and can produce 
around 20,000-30,000 rattan seedlings 
per year. This cost can be further   
reduced by using palm leaf to replace 
the black netting conventionally used in 
nurseries.  
 
Under the management of the rattan 
group, local villagers have received 
training on the day-to-day management 
of the nursery, collection of seed and 
transplantation techniques. 
 
The villagers are collecting seeds and 
seedlings from areas of the forest with 
an already high density of rattan. In 6 
months time, the seedlings will be 
planted in specific areas in the forest 
and in the future it is expected that the 
nursery will sell its seedlings to other 
villages. 
 
The project is at its early stages but 
WWF has invited others NGOs and 
government representat ives to        
participate in the development of this 
initiative with the hope that it could be 
the foundation of a model that could be 
replicated throughout the country. 

© WWF Cambodia / Koy Ra 

Cambodia’s first rattan nursery in Preak Thnot commune, Kampot district in Kampot 
province. 
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Sustainable honey collection can boost returns                 
to the community 
Text by Im Noeun 

Honey collection provides an      
important source of income for 
Cambodian rural communities, but 
the current system of harvesting 
damages the nests and dramatically 
reduces production. The Srepok 
Wilderness Area (SWA) project 
Community Extension Team (CET) 
has been teaching villages to      
harvest honey more sustainably - 
with encouraging results. 
 
“I collect honey from twelve honey 
nests. Now I can collect honey from the 
same nest, two to three times. I am 
really happy.”  
 
These were the words of indigenous 
Phnong/Bunong villager, Sean Tha, 
who lives in Pu Rapet village, Krong 
Teh commune, Pech Chrada district in 
Mondulkiri province.  
 
Tha had just completed a training 
course on sustainable honey collection, 
delivered by SWA’s CET and focusing 
on a collection technique which leaves 
the honey producing portion of the hive 
intact. 
 
“Rather than just collect one lot of 
honey from a nest, with this new    
technique I can collect up to 3 times 
during a 25 day period. This is very 
important to me because it gives me 
more income to support my family,” 
Tha said. 
 
In the Mondulkiri Protected Forest 
where the CET team works, honey 
collection and sale can contribute up to 

30% of total family income. This     
harvest season (April-May), for       
example, Tha collected honey worth 
around 200,000 Riel (US$50). 
 
Unfortunately the honey price is not 
stable because it depends on brokers 
to set the price. The price for selling in 
the village is 10 000 to 12 000 Riel per 
liter, but if sold directly to tourists, the 
price can reach as high as 20 000 Riel 
per liter. 

Community extension team leader Amy 
Maling said the next step for the CET is 
to set targets for honey production 
within the Krong Tes commune, help 
maintain quality and find additional 
honey markets. 
 
“We hope that community members 
who attended this training course will 
be able to put into practice the new 
honey collection techniques they have 
just learned, but also to pass the    

information on to others in 
the community,” Amy said. 
 
The honey harvesting  
training course is just one 
of the many initiatives the 
SWA/CET is using to build 
a  re la t ionsh ip  wi th        
community members and 
assist them to conserve 
their natural heritage 
through the process of  
s u s t a i n a b l e  n a t u r a l       
resource use. 

© WWF Cambodia / SWAP/CET 

Honeycombs have been boiled to obtain honey wax, which can be sold or used to 
produce candles. Candles are generally used by the communities for traditional and 
spiritual ceremonies. 

Honey collection is an important source of income 
for communities living in Krong Teh commune  
inside the Mondulkiri Protected Forest. 

Behind the honey, honeycombs are the second 
possibility for processing. 

© WWF Cambodia / Oul Kimsear © WWF Cambodia / SWAP/CET 
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Species workshop begins to set regional monitoring   
standards  
Text by Andy Maxwell 

Wildlife biologists from throughout 
WWF’s Greater Mekong Programme 
region gathered in Cambodia’s  
eastern dry forests region in June to 
hammer out an integrated regional 
strategy for monitoring of flagship 
species populations: Tiger, Asian 
elephant, tiger prey, and globally 
significant primate species. 
 
In what was the first such regional 
technical workshop for terrestrial    
species, technical staff, project      
managers and programme leaders 
from Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,       
Cambodia, India, Nepal, and Indonesia 
met with the objective of improving the 
measurement of success or failure in 
restoring priority species populations. 
 
Presentat ions summarized the        
approaches taken to wildlife population 
monitoring in the various countries up 
to now. Participants then worked out a 
summary table of methods, with     
discussion of the criteria for using or 
rejecting each method at individual 
sites. For example, the method called 
Distance Sampling can give a robust 
estimate of population density, but only 
in settings where the wildlife population 
is already relatively dense; it is       
generally not appropriate for sites 
where wildlife has not yet recovered 
from years of uncontrolled poaching, 
as in much of the GMP region. 
 

 
Relative Abundance Indices, on the 
other hand, usually using tracks and 
other signs, have been used           
successfully to give a good indication 
of progress in restoring wildlife      
populations, eventually allowing the 
use of more robust methods like     
Distance Sampling. 

 
This prioritization of methods 
is particularly important for 
populations of the rarest 
species, like  tiger, which are 
difficult to assess even in the 
best circumstances. Dr 
Bivash Pandav, WWF's 
Global  Tiger Coordinator, 
gave guidance to the group 
based on experiences 
throughout India. This will 
help integrate the GMP 
within the WWF Network 
Initiative for tigers, since 
most GMP project sites are 
included with top priority 

T i g e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n        
Landscapes. 
 
During the workshop, Dr 
Pandav got the opportunity to 
see the dry forests landscape 

for himself and was impressed by what 
he saw. 
 
"After visiting the area, I strongly feel 
that the dry forests of Cambodia have 
tremendous conservation significance.        
Adequate protection and effective anti 
poaching measures will definitely help 
in building up the prey base of tiger, 
thereby sustaining a healthy tiger 
population. This area certainly        
deserves much more attention than it is   
getting now," Dr Pandav said. 
 
Based on discussions and planning 
during the workshop, the GMP Species 
team is now developing a flagship  
species monitoring programme that will 
help coordinate efforts in all four     
countries, and integrate data within the 
WWF Global Monitoring System. 
 
It was believed that future workshops 
should include representatives from 
freshwater and marine programmes, to      
coordinate on topics of mutual interest, 
and to work out the overlap on        
conserving certain wetland species. 
This is needed for the GMP to work as 
a team in restoring the region's globally    
significant biodiversity. 

© WWF / Sunarto 

Rob Steinmetz (left) of the WWF Thailand program describes lessons learned from 
monitoring in Thailand, to Ajay Desai of the AREAS programme and Andy Maxwell of 
the Cambodia Programme. 

(left to right) Rungnapa Phoonjampa, Rob Steinmetz, 
Barney Long, and Roland Eve of the Thailand,        
Vietnam, and Lao programmes observe a troop of 
Black-shanked Doucs during a field trip to the WCS 
project site Seima BCA. 

© WWF / Sunarto 
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Where private enterprise meets conservation goals 
Text by Sue Kennedy 

Private enterprise is not normally 
associated with conservation efforts 
at the operational level, but WWF 
Cambodia’s Srepok Wilderness Area 
(SWA) project has embraced an  
innovative partnership with Spanish 
property developer, the Habitat 
Group, to establish an ecolodge in 
the Mondulkiri Protected Forest 
(MPF). 
 
Joaqu in  L lanso ,  Manager  o f            
Environmental Services with the    
Habitat Group recently visited       
Cambodia to assess for himself the 
potential for the sort of high end      
eco-tourism the project partners have 
in mind. 
 
Joaquin’s two week visit started in 
Siem Reap where he witnessed      
firsthand the overwhelming amount of 
tourism to the Temples of Angkor Wat. 
He saw the negative effects of        
unplanned and unregulated tourism 
and the subsequent harmful effects on 
the people and their living environment. 
On the positive side, he envisioned the 
potential for offering a tourism product 
in Cambodia which is completely    
opposite to the Siem Reap experience.  
 
Imagine a relaxing vacation in the 
Cambodian wilderness, enjoying the 
flora and fauna of MPF while staying in 
the comparative luxury of a high-end 
ecolodge. In addition to its appeal as a 
wilderness adventure, tourists will also 
be introduced to the indigenous      
cultures and traditions of the Bunong 
and Chmai people in nearby villages, 
which are quite different from any 
Khmer culture in Cambodia. An      
experience far removed from the hustle 
and bustle of a temple tour, but one 
that may fit well as part of a Siem 
Reap/Cambodia tour package. 
 
A f t e r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  i n d u s t r y              
representatives (from several high-end 
hotels) in Siem Reap, it became     
apparent that many high-end tourists to 
Cambodia would love to extend their 
stay if there was more to do. This   
information reconfirmed what we    
already suspected – that there is    
indeed a market for high-end         
ecotourism – and our mutual goal is to 
provide an option for this niche market.  
 
After leaving Siem Reap and visiting 
the major tourist sites in Phnom Penh, 

Joaquin was taken to Chambok     
Ecotourism Site outside the city to see 
firsthand one of only a limited number 
of ecotourism opportunities available in 
Cambodia.  
 
From here, his journey took him to Sen 
Monorom  in Cambodia’s north east 
and subsequently to Mondulkiri       
Protected Forest to see for himself the 
true beauty of the place. 
 
From SWA headquarters in Merouch, 
in the heart of the MPF, Joaquin rode 
by elephant to the proposed ecolodge 
site on the banks of the Srepok River. 
 
“Incredible!” and “amazing!” were 
words he used quite frequently to   
describe the proposed site and his 
eyes widened with excitement and 

possibility as he envisioned the lodge 
and its amenities.  
 
After a reluctant return from the forest, 
Joaquin boarded a 6-seater plane in 
Sen Monorom to return to Phnom Penh 
before his departure back to Spain. 
From above, he was able to see the 
forest in its enormity and beauty and to 
this day, longs to return to the        
Mondulkiri Protected Forest. 

© WWF Cambodia / Craig Bruce 

Joaquin Llanso, Manager of Environmental Services with the Habitat Group discovers 
the beauty of the Mondulkiri Protected Forest, using a traditional form of transport. All 
part of the potential tourist experience planned for WWF Cambodia’s SWA project 
eco-tourism site. 

 
Habitat hotels are part of the Spanish 
based Habitat Grup Empresarial. All  

hotels in the chain have been designed 
to meet high standards of                 

environmental sustainability with      
respect to energy and other natural 

resource use. 
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Event 

WWF Cambodia’s film launch attracts the crowds 
Text by Chris Greenwood 
It was standing room only at Phnom 
Penh’s French Cultural Centre for 
the launch of WWF Cambodia’s   
latest short film - Mondulkiri        
Protected Forest - the making of a 
protected area. 
 
The documentary details what WWF 
Cambodia and its government        
conservation partner, the Forestry  
Administration, have achieved by   
applying the highly successful     
Southern African approach to protected 
area management in the Mondulkiri 
Protected Forest (MPF) in Cambodia’s 
Eastern Plains. 
 
Under a unique three way partnership 
between the Cambodian government, 
W W F  and  Span i s h  p ro pe r t y            
development company, the Habitat 
Group, the aim is to develop a wildlife 
tourism project similar to the           
safari–style experience of southern 
Africa.  
 
Through laying the foundations for  
effective protected forest management, 
the film shows how the approach has 
been used to begin supporting local 
livelihoods and increase community 
ownership of the unique and globally 
irreplaceable Dry Forests landscape.  

The Eastern Plains Dry Forest is    
considered one of the last refuges for 
populations of several large mammal 
species such as tiger, Wild Water   
Buffalo, Banteng, Gaur and  Eld’s 
Deer, as well as a number of          
endangered large water birds including 
the Sarus Crane and the Giant and  
White Shouldered Ibis. All these     
species require large amounts of space 
and migrate freely throughout the  
landscape. 
 
The film, which was financially        
supported by the Habitat Group and 
the UK based,  Darwin Initiative, also 
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  C a m b o d i a n              
government’s official inauguration of 
the Mondulkiri Protected Forest and 
the Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary 
into its conservation area system.  
 
Environmental Film Festival 
 
The launch was staged to coincide with 
the opening evening of Cambodia’s 
first Environmental Film Festival. The 
festival itself drew both local and    
international press interest and has 
prompted the launch of a monthly   
environment show by local television 
network, Apsara TV. The proposed 
hour long show will feature a selection 

of films shown at the festival along with 
a panel discussion. The shows will 
screen on the last Friday of each 
month between 7:40 and 8:40 pm. The 
programme, which is still to be named, 
will represent the first locally produced 
environment show in Cambodia. 
 
 
For more information or a copy of the video, 
contact Chris Greenwood. Email: 
chris.greenwood@wwfgreatermekong.org 

 © WWF Cambodia  

WWF Cambodia’s panda hit the  
catwalk in April when it sponsored 
P h n o m  P e n h ’ s  v e r y  f i r s t               
environmentally focused fashion 
show, where each item was made 
from found or discarded objects – of 
rubbish. 
 
The show was the brain child of arts 
advisor, Fleur Smith and Leang 
Seckon, a prominent Cambodian artist 
– who together in 2006 formed ‘The 
Rubbish Project’ to raise awareness 
through the arts of Cambodian        
environmental issues. 
 
“It is no secret that there are many 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a l l e n g e s  i n          
Cambodia, but by drawing attention to 
these issues in a creative way I believe 
we can help galvanize the will of the 
people to change things where       
possible,” Seckon said. 
 
WWF Cambodia agreed – though   
according to its communications     

advisor, Chris Greenwood, not        
everyone in Phnom Penh is of the 
same mind. 
 
“There are some in Phnom Penh that 
say that Cambodia is not ready for 
grass roots environmental messages 
and education that this sort of public 
awareness event engenders. They say 
there are more pressing social and 
economic issues that must be         
addressed first.” 
 
“However the 800 strong Khmer   
dominated audience which crammed 
into the Elsewhere bar on Friday night 
for the show, would tend to suggest 
otherwise,” he said. 
 
The media coverage of the show was 
excellent with stories in most local  
pape rs  an d  ne ws  c hann e l s .                 
A documentary was also produced by 
a local television channel. “We were 
thrilled to be the major  sponsors of this 
inaugural event. The fact that the 

whole event was organised by grass 
roots volunteer efforts meant the    
enthusiasm was high, but the costs 
were low,” Chris said. 
 
“We look forward to supporting this and 
other Rubbish Project initiatives as 
they arise and I hope the success of 
this initiative will be a springboard for 
WWF Cambodia to be able to support 
a range of public environmental  
awareness and education initiatives in 
the future,” he said. 

Glamour and glitz – but its all rubbish! 
Text by Communications unit 

 © WWF Cambodia / Chris Greenwood  
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Learning and Sharing 

Impro ving  res in  co l lec t ion          
techniques to enhance both the 
quality and quantity of resin        
production was the focus of a study 
trip in May, to Preah Vihea         
province in the north of Cambodia. 
WWF Cambodia facilitated the     
par t ic ipat ion of  communi ty        
members in its project target areas. 
 
Resin tapping is an important activity 
which provides much needed          
supplementary income for Cambodian 
r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  S e v e r a l              
Dipterocarpaceae tree species are 
suitable for resin tapping in Cambodia, 
but two species predominate: Chheu 
Teal Teuk (Dipterocarpus alatus) which 
produces good volumes of resin and 
Trach (Dipterocarpus intricatus) which 
produces higher quality. Most resin 
trees are control led by local           
communities but in recent years the 
number of trees has significantly     
decreased due to illegal logging.  
 
During the study tour, participants 
shared knowledge on sustainable resin 
collection and monitoring. Sem Soeun, 
a resin collector from Kampong Thom 
province shared his technique with the 
group: “the place to make the resin 
collecting hole must be under the first 
big branch in order to guarantee the 
hole will have resin. If the branch 
above the hole has been broken by a 
storm the hole will not have resin and 
we must find a new point under a   
second big branch.” 

Resin collectors usually collect their 
resin once a week, after which they 
burn the hole for between one and 
three minutes depending on the degree 
of old resin that has built up in the hole 
– this burning then stimulates the next 
round of resin flow for collection. 
 
Resin collectors association 
 
The study tour heard of the efforts of 
the NGO, Development Partnership in 
Action (DPA) to introduce greater   
sustainability to the resin collecting 
sector by establishing a Resin        
Collectors Association in February 
2006 between two villages in the 
Srepreak  commune, in Moldulkiri  
province. 
 
DPA spent one year promoting the 
importance of a resin association. It 
built up a store to collectively sell the 
resin and has invested 4 million Riel 
(US$1,000) between 15 farmer      
families, with each family also investing 
20 000 Riel, (US$5.00) in the project. 
DPA has established a five-member 
committee to buy resin and hired two 
people to buy and sell resin. In       
February 2007 the association sold 
three ‘lots’ of resin, earning a profit of 
700 000 Riel (US$175.00). This profit 
will be used according to the          
regulations set by the association.  
 
Tour members were impressed with 
the success of the association and 
were keen to implement a similar 

model or system in their own areas. 
WWF   Cambodia will be working with 
resin collectors in its target communi-
ties to assist this process. 
 
The tour was a joint initiative of the 
WWF Cambodia, Community Forestry 
International (CFI), Non Timber Forest 
P r o d u c t s  E x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m      
(NTFP-EP) ,  Oxfam-GB,  DPA,         
Buddhism for a Progressive Society 
(BPS), Conservation Biological       
Diversity (CBD), the Forest Administra-
tion and the Environmental office from 
Preah Vihea province. 

Resin collection study tour yields results 

Measuring the size of the hole in the tree 
for sustainable resin collection. 

 

© WWF Cambodia / Samrang Dyvicheth 

Text by Samrang Dyvichet and Khou Eanghourt 

 
Learning by seeing 
 
WWF Cambodia hosted a study tour for          
government officers, community members and 
NGO staff to Nepal in June to allow them to see 
how a high-end protected area ecotourism     
operation works in an Asian context. 
 
The study group witnessed how a well            
established protected area management system 
can integrate its activities with local communities 
to ensure they received benefits from ecotourism 
activities. 
 
All of these objectives and observations were 
aimed at expanding the knowledge and skills 
base of participants which can then be applied to 
the management of the Srepok Wilderness Area 
Project based within Mondulkiri Protected Forest. 
 

© WWF Cambodia / Craig Bruce 
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WWF Cambodia Staff 

Eco-tourism focus for Srepok Wilderness Area Project 
Sue Kennedy began working for WWF 
Cambodia in April as the SWA project’s 
Ecotourism Technical Advisor to develop a 
high-end ecolodge along the Srepok River 
in the Mondulkiri Protected Forest.  
 
Most recently, Sue worked for The Nature 
Conservancy in Washington, DC as a    

program assistant in its Ecotourism Department. Previous to 
that, she worked in the Ecotourism Department at Conserva-
tion International while attaining her Masters Degree in  
Tourism Administration in Sustainable Destination          
Management from The George Washington  University in 
Washington, DC. 
 
Sue has worked in the travel industry for over 10 years – 
primarily in marketing and advertising within the cruise    
industry and also worked for several years in travel agencies. 

While this is her first time working in Cambodia, she traveled 
to Southeast Asia twice before and fell in love with Cambodia 
and its people. 
 
“The people here have suffered so many hardships over the 
past 30 years, but they’re so resilient. It’s so refreshing to 
see.”  
 
After having lived for three years in Kazakhstan, it was time 
to move to a warmer climate. However, sometimes the 
weather becomes unbearable – especially in Phnom Penh. “I 
live in the best of both worlds. I’m based in Sen Monorom, 
where it’s nice and cool, and come to Phnom Penh for about 
a week each month to attend meetings and stock up on my 
favorite foods before returning.” 
 
She’s looking forward to experiencing her first rainy season, 
which is currently upon us. 

Supporting on-ground        
community works 

 
K h o r n 
Sophoeun has 
joined WWF         
Cambod ia ’ s 
C o m m u n i t y 
N a t u r a l        
R e s o u r c e    

Management Unit to assist with 
the implementation of the   
Biodiversity Corridors Initiative 
at the community level. 
 
In his role, Sophoeun will help 
facilitate the establishment of 
community NRM in target   
villages and assist in participa-
tory land use planning. In   
addition, he will be promoting   
nature conservation through 
education and awareness and 
assist with livelihood assess-
ment and development in target 
communities. 
 
Before taking up this new posi-
tion he worked on indigenous      
minority development for six 
years with the Department of 
R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n         
Mondulkiri province. 
 
Growing our             
agricultural expertise 

 
WWF’s com-
munity-based  
n a t u r a l       
r e s o u r c e    
management 
project at Sré 
Thom, Koh 

Gnek District in Cambodia’s 
east, has grown its agricultural 
expertise with the recruitment 
of Chreu EangKi as Provincial 
Project    Assistant.  
 

EangKi, a counter-part staff 
member from the Department 
of Agriculture, has eight years 
experience in agricultural              
development and has worked 
with many NGOs and local          
organizations before joining 
WWF Cambodia. 
 
EangKi is looking forward to 
shar ing h is agr icul tura l     
knowledge and experience in 
livelihood development with 
WWF’s target communities to 
assist with poverty reduction 
and the promotion of a better 
living standard, particularly for 
ethnic communities. 
 
Chance to gain         
experience 

 
Recent gradu-
ate Chheang 
Vanndeth has 
joined WWF 
C a m b o d i a ’ s 
communica -
tion unit as an 
i n t e r n .     

Vanndeth recently finished a 
four-year degree in Media  
Management, but believes she 
will learn many things of value 
from her colleagues at WWF.   
 
 “For four years, I have learned 
plenty of theories but now is the 
time for practical experience,” 
said Vanndeth. 
 
Vanndeth will work closely with 
the WWF’s Rattan project staff 
to assist them with communica-
tions aspects of their activities. 
She will also carry out a     
number of roles within the  
communication’s unit.  
 
She said that it had always 
been her dream to work as a 

communications officer in an 
international NGO, and she 
thought  that WWF would  help 
her build a concrete step to 
fulfill her dream.  
 
“To be qualified, you have to 
learn from the qualified, and I 
always have no doubt that I will 
learn a lot during my time with 
WWF. Thanks to WWF for this 
fabulous chance, ” said     
Vanndeth. 
 
Finance unit increases 
its numbers 

 
W W F         
Cambodia has 
selected a new 
F i n a n c e     
Assistant, Pen 
S o t h y  a     
graduate with a 
B a c h e l o r    

Degree from Maharishi Vedic 
University in Prey Veng     
P r o v i n c e ,  m a j o r i n g  i n          
Accounting. 

In her position as a finance 
ass is tant ,  she wi l l  be          
responsible for day to day cash 
management, checking and 
reviewing receipts submitted by 
the staff and ensuring that cash 
is available for office expense.  
 
Pen Sothy said, “I’m happy to 
work with WWF because I think 
International NGOs are not 
strongly focused on financial 
benefits. They work to help our 
community and people without 
self-interest. Meanwhile  I also 
want to share my experience 
with WWF and learn many new 
t h i n g s  f r o m  m y  n e w            
colleagues.” 
 
Sothy previously worked for 
Day Kou Aphiwat (DKA) an 
organization which focuses its     
ac t iv i t ies  on l i ve l ihood        
development in coastal and 
rural areas.  
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