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A tree that will
remain alive

A Cariniana estrellensis was donated by La Chonta,

a wood processing company, from its forest
concession in Guarayos. The tree was recently felled
in the presence of businessmen, artists, journalists
and WWF Bolivia staff. The tree was then divided
into smaller pieces and the roots, leaves and fruit
removed as well as the epiphytes growing on it and
the sawdust collected.
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The pieces, consisting of branches, parts of the
main trunk, roots, leaves and bark have been
transported to Santa Cruz and other cities and
delivered to participating professionals which number
more than 60 individuals that have requested parts
of the tree to create art and design pieces. Other
parts, such as boards, are being dried through a
process that lasts approximately two months.
Afterwards, these will also be delivered to artists,
carpenters, furniture designers, decorators and
architects, among others, who will also work their
magic and transform them into objects of art as well
as functional pieces.

Thus, in some way, this tree will remain alive through
the pieces it allowed to create as well as its teaching
value for present and future generations in terms of
everything that can be created from one tree. It also
contributes to greater public awareness regarding
the importance and worth of forests in general and
encourages their management and responsible trade
so that when, as individuals, we purchase wood
products, we begin to request wood that comes from
legal forests that are under management or, better
yet, those that are certified.

ItOs a simple idea, as are all good ideas. It will be
implemented among many and we believe that in
these times of difficulty, of taking sides, of uncertainty
this is an idea that can build consensus. That is our
sincere hope.

Adolfo Moreno
Conservation Director



LIVING

Pantana

Synergy

A meeting in Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia) was
recently held seeking a greater synergy among the
NGOs that work for the Pantanal, a wetland of
international importance shared by Brazil, Paraguay
and Bolivia, as well as to maximize efforts among
the three countries in favour of the conservation of
this valuable ecosystem. The meeting allowed
updating information on the context and development
tendencies from a tri-national perspective. In addition,
joint activities were identified for the following four
years, among which the construction of local
capacities and support for the development of policies
for sustainable development planning in the Pantanal
region can be highlighted.

The following organizations participated in the
meeting: Ecology in Action (ECOA) from Brazil,
Sobrevivencia (meaning Survival in English) from
Paraguay, Regional Studies Center for TarijaOs
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650 species of birds have been
identified in Pantanal.
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Development (CERDET) from Bolivia, Friends of
the Earth from the Netherlands and WWEF, with its
programs in Bolivia, Brazil and the Netherlands.

OEach participant provided updated information on
their programs and WWF Bolivia provided a strategic

analysis regarding the political and socioeconomic

drivers responsible for the impressive changes

occurring in the Bolivian PantanalO, said Pamela
Rebolledo, Pantanal Program Coordinator for WWF

Bolivia.

Additionally, the urgent need to implement a strategy
to gain an in depth understanding of the main threats
that directly affect the Pantanal was recognized. It
was also agreed that a series of workshops and
meetings should be carried out with the participation
of specialists in the main areas of development
planned for the Pantanal: iron and steel industry,
coal production, hydrovia and Integration of
Southamerican Regional Infrastructure Initiative
(IRSA). These workshops will be implemented by
December, 2006. The next meeting is planned for
November in Paraguay.

For further information please contact:
Pamela Rebolledo, Pantanal Program Coordinator:
prebolledo@wwfbolivia.org
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The debate on the Brazil nut
chain aimed at developing a
strategic vision and an action
plan.

Mujeres Bartolina Sisa de Pando, the Cooperativa
de Trabajadores Agro-extractivistas de Pando
(COINACAPA), the Central Ind’gena de Pueblos
Originarios de la Amazonia-Pando (CIPOAP), the
Asociaci—n de Agro-extractivistas del r'o Manuripi
de Pando (AARENARMAPA) and the Export
Chamber for the North (CADEXNOR).

One of the objectives of the discussion for the Brazil
nut chain was to develop a strategic vision and
action plan that includes, among other aspects, the
support for incorporating improved practices that
allow for organic certification as well as strengthen
the competitiveness and generate an effective
participation of the actors involved in this chain.

The workshop identified the main difficulties faced
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by the commercialization of the Brazil nut among
which the following can be mentioned: lack of legal
security regarding land tenure in the region, lack of
quality of the Brazil nut, negotiation regarding the
harvesting prices in the area and non-fulfilment of
norms, regulations and agreements that end up
generating social problems.

In addition, the need to achieve good relations
between seasonal workers, peasants and
businessmen was recognized highlighting the
importance of reconciling differences and arriving
at agreements led by the national and departmental
government in search of solutions to problems that
affect the Brazil nut productive chain and thus trying
to facilitate and open up future negotiations between
the involved actors.




On the other hand, the topic of bio-commerce
provided, validated and generated information
regarding the potential to develop these types of
initiatives in Pando. In addition, activities with a
positive impact for the region were identified such
as the use of hydro biological resources, in particular
Paiche (Arapaima gigas, specie involuntarily
introduced in this region. A massive use of this specie
would help to control its population), and by breeding
river turtles (Podocnemis unifilis and Podocnemis
expansa) for commercial purposes which at the
same time will support wildlife conservation by
reducing hunting.
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WWEF signs a new with
the Prefecture of Beni

For further information please contact:
Lila Sainz, CIM Coordinator: Isainz@wwfbolivia.org
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The JosZ Manuel Pando Foundation (FIMP) was
established in May, 2002, in Cobija (Pando). Its mission
is to promote the sustainable development of the
Department of Pando by joining the public and private
actors in the integral and sustainable use of the Amazon
forest and oriented towards an economic growth with
social equality and biodiversity conservation.

The Foundation carries forward activities related to
productive development for the sustainable use of
renewable natural resources; public and private
management aimed at improving competitiveness of the
supporting activities for production development and
conservation; development in the area of research and
adapting technologies; dissemination of information through
the use of geo-informational technological resources and
organizations based in the region.

Under the OForest & Life - Integral Vision for the
Development of the AmazonO Project (in which CARE,
Cl, SNV, TBI, TNC and WWF participate), the Foundation

is responsible for implement the projects OStrategic
framework and action plan for the Brazil nut productive
chain®, OSupport for the community management initiativeO
and Oldentified bio-commerce plan and proposals for its
implementation and developmentO.

At the same time, through a strategic alliance with the
Association OFiladelfia-Bolpebra Amazonian UnionO,
support is being provided in the joint development of a
land use plan.
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A Cariniana estrellensis
by art

On May 30th, in the forest concession of La Chonta,
located in Guarayos (Department of Santa Cruz,
Bolivia) a Cariniana estrellensis was felled and will
be used by more than 50 artists to create functional
and artistic pieces giving a conservation and
sustainable management message for Bolivian
forests.

The cutting and subsequent dividing in parts of the
tree was the beginning of the One Tree Bolivia
initiative, promoted by WWF Bolivia, that seeks to
integrate art and wood industry in favor of forest
conservation.

Authorities from the region as well as local artisans,
such as the Association of Cusisera Women, Tacuara
Artisans, Creators of Violins from Urubicht as well
as various artists from the Association of Artists from
Guarayos were present at the ceremony which
formally presented the initiative to the local actors.

OFrom each tree that is cut, only the trunk is used if
it is healthy. The idea of using an entire tree, through
art, is very important because it makes us have an
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integral vision regarding the use of the forestO,
explained Pablo Antelo, general administrator for
the company La Chonta. In this case the tree will
be used in a more wholesome manner using its
leaves, fruit, roots, branches and bark, even the
sawdust resulting from cutting down the tree, and
of course the main trunk of the tree.

Once the tree has been cut into the necessary pieces
and has been dried, it will be delivered as either
green or dry wood, along with the other parts of the
tree, to the artists and creators that will immortalize
it through their individual pieces of artwork. The
artwork will be displayed next year during the 5th
Bolivian Tropical Forest Trade Fair, Expoforest in
March, 2007, and later in itinerant exhibits in the
cities of Santa Cruz, Cochabamba and La Paz.
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Juan Bustillos, a sculptor that for 23 years has been

working with wood had the following to say: OWe alll

benefit from nature in our daily living and we must
use our resources in an intelligent manner to preserve
them, and what better way to do this than through
art and cultureO.

This initiative comes from two previous experiences:
One Tree, which took place in the United Kingdom
in 1998 with 77 artists using the resources provided
by a 170 year old Oak tree that was seriously ill.
And the second experience was in 2004 in the
community of Layasiksa in Nicaragua, supported by
WWEF Central America and with the participation of
70 artists producing approximately 200 pieces that
were later placed on exhibit in the capital, Managua.

The felling and dividing of the

Cariniana estrellensis into pieces
were the beginning of the

execution of the One Tree Bolivia
Project.
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