
This fact sheet summarises the results of the Water and Wetland Index for IItaly. Information about the project and the different
issues presented in this fact sheet, as well as the pan-European results can be found in the WWF Report “Water and Wetland
Index - Critical issues in water policy across Europe” (2003).

Public participation in water management

To date public participation has meant ‘passive’ information to the public, through the publication
of  legislation texts, plans and projects only in official gazettes. Consultation on draft documents
is done only if compulsory by law or within  specific frameworks. Apart from that, there are no
opportunities for any real involvement of stakeholders into decision-making about water
management unless the stakeholders have a relevant economic role.

Integrated management of water resources

Although the general principles of the Italian water management legislation lean towards the
integration of water bodies on a basin scale (i.e. Law 183/89 and 36/94), their effective application
is still poor. Water management responsibilities are fragmented into a number of administrative
levels (national, river basin, regional, province, municipality authorities), which are not
coordinated.

Wetland management

The Ministry of Environment is in the process of approving a package of technical documents that
recognise many positive functions of wetlands. However, according to the Ramsar National
Report the adequacy of wetland management is still unsatisfactory. There is not a clear plan for
restoring wetlands. 
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The availability of water in Italy is quite high (980 m3/year
per person) but its distribution along the Italian peninsula is
very uneven: abundant in the North and scarce in the South
and on the main islands. The major water problems are
related to the agricultural sector, which is responsible for
46% of the total water consumption and often has a strong
negative impact on its quality. Especially in the North,
flood-control infrastructure have heavily modified the main
water courses.
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Water quantity problems (agriculture)

Agriculture is the most important water-consuming sector (about 46% of national consumed
water). Water quantity problems - water shortages - are faced only on an emergency basis, which
is incompatible with a holistic strategic plan for water use. The  lack of systematic water metering
prevents accurate figures of water use. Economic instruments such as specific taxes and subsidies
are almost non existent, while information and educational measures to promote best practice are
giving positive results .

Water quality problems (agriculture)

The impact of nutrients from agriculture on water quality is still high although in the past few
years the situation has improved. At the moment there is not a national plan or strategy to tackle
water quality problems. The Regions have been requested to elaborate a river protection plan in
order to improve water quality by the end of 2003, but not all the Regions are progressing in this
task.

River fragmentation due to infrastructure

Italy has a high risk of flooding: between 1991 and 2001, more than 1000 flood events were
recorded. The infrastructure for flood events have altered the morphology of most of the Italian
rivers but not reduced the risk. Although there are some timid positive signals of change (i.e. a
Ministry of Environment Report promoting a soft approach), an old management culture of
infrastructure and concrete is by far the most predominant one. No cost-benefit analysis is
undertaken when building flood-defence schemes.
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Further information:

The WWI for Italy was completed by WWF Italy. 

For further information about the national assessment contact:
Paolo Negri, WWF Freshwater campaign collaborator
e-mail: liberafiumitrentino@email.it   tel +39 328 35 70 517

For further information about the WWI project and the pan-European results contact: 
Sergey Moroz, Programme Officer, WWF Living Waters Programme - Europe
e-mail: smoroz@wwf.fr   tel. +33 1 446 44047
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